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. N THINKS you gen. 1 
to envy me the 2 of having ſeen all the 


family of your father Deſcartes at Rennes. It is N . 

beyond doubt, that you are more worthy that 

pleaſure than myſelf: however, had they taken me 
5 for 
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for a perſon capable of underſtanding their philo- 
ſophy, I ſhould certainly have replied to them, 
FTyere is neither taſte, ſound, nor light ; but, as I 
could not anſwer them in proſe, I did not dare 
venture to attack them by your poetry, which I 
repeated to the Abbe de Bruc at Nantes, who was 
quite charmed with it, and inſiſted upon my giy- 
ing him it in writing. There was a niece of the 
family at Rennes, whom a certain perſon would 
have been glad to have perſuaded, that ſhe was a 
2 moiety of a whole, of which they did not think 
\>* themſelves the leaſt part. Corbinelli would have 
been in love with all this, and with the jeſuit 
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1 buk likewiſe *. I have already told you al] theſe triflee, 
9 F : . o uw 

2 as alſo thoſe of our Rocks, as you ſometimes tell 

mae your's; and indeed, what ſhould we have to 


tell each other, if it was not for ſuch trifles? It 
is certain that theſe are trifles, and tries; and 
that your's are much better than mine. | 


ST, I never dreamt that the poor old 
> Biſhop of Evreux had died of a broken neck; I 
* always thought it had been of extreme old age. 


[ Þ >, We may ſay with regard to him, as the poet ſays 


of the father of Rodriguez, 


3 To have flopp'd his courſe 
as but like haſining th'uplifted blow 
. Of ate a few poor moments ſooner; 
3 And yet theſe few poor moments 


; * have juſt ſaved the Chevalier from being bu- 
tried: this is the firſt legacy he ever received, and 


Ys 


: the only death that he ever got any thing by. The 


King makes il fortune fly before the Juſtre of 


. 22 1 
V dee letter 14 Aug. vol. vii. 
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MAR CHIONESS BE SEVIGNR 3 
his generoſity wherever he comes; the planets 


in preſence of this ſun all put.on a benign aſpect, 
| See! I am turned poet, child | this is a down- 


right rhapſody ! But to return, let us acknow- 
ledge, in ſimple. proſe, that your brothers are 
very, happily pravided for till ſomething Dette E 


turns up. 


We 3 at length got che bet: er 1 * 


of our good Abbe's diſorder, and not without 
many thanks for your kind care upon his account, 
which I aſſure you I place in great part to my own. 
Not to diſguiſe the matter, your brother is very 
far from being well; it is happy for him that he 
can be at his eaſe here; I believe he is convinced 
that he has no cauſe to complain of me, and I muſt 
confeſs, that, notwithſtanding the many little ſcold- 
ings his extravagancies have d:awn from me, I am 
- heartily glad that I can be of any ſervice to him in 
his preſent odd circumſtances. In my conſcience, 
he -had better have been a fricaſſee of ſnow * than 
to have been toſſed up in the high ſauce he now is. 
I am only afraid that you will not find the affair 
ſo very extraordinary as it really is; but take this 
with you, that the beloved, or the hated perſon 
rather, who is the cauſe of all this, appears no 
more concerned at it than if it was a ſimple run- 
ning of the noſe. I think ſuch a proceeding. de- 
ſerves to be ſeverely puniſhed ';. and I am afto- 
niſhed, that Mr. de la Reinie +, who is ſo ex- 
cellent a civil magiſtrate, has not made ſome pro- | 
viſion againſt crimes of this kind. 


* Ninon PEnclos uſed te ſay of Mr, de Seyigns, that be ut & 
"y fricaſſee of ſnow, | 


Licatenapt General of Police. 


ELI rA or fit 
3 I hope, my dear, you will take the 
1 very firſt opportunity to acquaint me when you 
perceive any change likely to happen in the pre- 
' <A. 


ſent ſituation of your affairs; J am ſenſible it is 


** 


| not the caſe now, but you know it may be the 
Vork of an inſtant.- I am ſure, My tearCountels! 
that you are perſuaded, I wiſh as much as you can 
8 poſſibly do to ſee and embrace you once more; 
and, if we cannot fall upon a method to annihilate 
the diſtance that ſeparates us, we muſt e'en fol- 
lo the footſteps of our forefathers, and each 
make every poſſible advance in our power to- 
Wards a nearer contact; I am ſure it will be the 
moſt agreeable taſk I can propoſe to myſelf. Uſe 
pour endeavours to teconcile me with Mr. de 
Stignan. If he would cover me with confuſion, 
haue has nothing more to do than to bein full health. 
Wee think and talk of him every day in our Mall; 
F _ and often ſay, how dexterouſſy he would traverſe 
it in two ſtrokes and an half. I beſeech my dear 
little Marquis not to neglect that game, nor any 
other means that can tend to render him pleaſing; 
be cannot be too much ſo; embrace him then for 
mne, and my ſweet Paulina alſo; neither forget 
my compliments te the young Ladies Mr. de 
= ' Grignan's ſiſters: but all this while I fay nothing 
co you, my deareit life; however, let me deſire 
1 you to ſay to yourſelf on my part whatever can be 
maoſt tender and affectionate 0 


4 


* Mon ſieur DE SFE VI GN K. 


=. | I am very deſirous to ſay ſomething 
deco you that may tally with the ſtile of this letter; 
but that is impoſſible for ſeveral reaſons : beſides, 

A am in a deviliſh ill humour; the cauſe my 55 
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MARcHION ESS DE SEVIOG NF. 5 
ther has glanced at in her's.. I ſee no body can do 
me juſtice for the viliainous uſage I have received, 
unleſs it be Mr. de la Reinie. Had 1 been in any 
manner the occaſion of it myſelf, L ſhould have 
laid the blame at my own door; but who would 
imagine that a perſon, one ſaw ſiting i in preſence 
of the queen as-one of her companions, could ever 
treat a man as ſhe has treated me? and that ſhe 
ſhould propoſe ſuch-a-ridiculous. method of cure 
as ſhe has done? I imagined that my diſlike to 
her perſon, added to the natural frigidity of my 
temperament, would have been my ſafeguard, but 
unhappily,I. was too good-natured, and I haie 
taken a moſt cruel way to give the lie to the di- 
graceful reports that were ſpread concerning me: 
you muſt acknowledge, my dear ſiſter, that this 
is a, very curious account to entertain you with; 
but what touches me moſt ſenſibly, will always 
be uppermoſt. I will not embrace you; no, not 
even kiſs your hand; it is not that perhaps I am 
not perfect y well, but that perhaps I may be ter- 
ribly out of order. This is a very mortifying al- 
ternative; the E however, is TOY as a 
friend of our's ſaid. 


- 


I am Mr. de ds 8 moſt obe- 


dient humble ſervant. 


s, br after, J am 4 2 n a 1557 * Famer, | 
LIP all N a mere fink of WY ( 2 ). 


| * Madame DE SEvIGNE. 


What can one anſwer to lo ce 


a-confeſſion ? Indeed, I am 2 terribly: noon at 


* See a 11 . ſcene vi. of Moliere” $ rauf. | 
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thit ſame perhaps. Heaven knows what may be 
the event] Adicu, my ever dear and ever good 


girl, adieu. I | g 


AN- te- Ae FH RH 


. 


EFT" TE Rv. 
4 To the ſame. Ware th 
i Rocks, Sunday, 8 September, 1680; 


E 1 T is renewing in my poor heart 


the pangs of ſeparation, to diſcover to me, as you 


do, what grounds T have for apprehenſion. Do 
you recolleët the arguments we had together about 
the loſs of Charleroi, at the very time that Montal 
had been above a fortnight in poffeſſion of the 
place which he had relieved? I find that I had juſt 
the ſame cauſeleſs apprehenſions in regard to your 


> cough: I am glad to have been decerved-in this re- 
' fpect, and hope that the day will at length come 


when we fhall be able to diſcourſe more upon a 
certainty. At preſent we ſhoot at ſuch a random 
diſtance, that it is next to an impoſſibility to hit 


the mark. T wait with great impatience for the 


deciſion which is to do ſuch a credit to your prog- 


/ ils Your brother is looking out for a 


wife from another quarter. We have been under 


moſt terrible apptehenſions; thank heaven, they 


at length proved to have been falſe alarms, and a 


few anodyne potions will finiſh the affair. Fhis 
diſorder, after all, has tuined out a mere trifle ; 


it was nothing more than oveifiewing ef the bile, 


occaſioned 


— A ů —ů—ů ů —k[kł⅛!m:· ͤ ²˙ o— — — — 


MARCHIONESS DE SEVYIO NF. 7 
occaſioned by the heat of the medicines he had 
taken at Paris. I aſſure you it is no ſmall joy to 
us all to be thus delivered from our fears. 

2 x be ; | | 


I find then that you have left off 
bathing, my dear. It is ſurpriſing the 1ehief you 
found by them in your cholicky complaint, with- 
out your breaſt ſuffering from the heat. I am 
charmed to find that you are returned to your af- 
ternoon's nap; indulge it, my dear, for it will be 
the ſecret means of ſtrengthening you after that 
weakneſs which the warm bath generally leaves 
behind in . W501. | 


Ml,-ontgobert ſhall continue to oblige 
me ſenſibly, by giving me a true particular account 
of your health. She ſeems to be ſo happy in your 
recovery, and I look upon myſelf ſo much indebt- 
ed to her for it, that I can hardly think this line 
of Corneille's applicable to her: 
Qu importe de mon cœur, ſi je fais mon devoir © 
bat ſigniſies my heart, if I de my duty? 
 Oa the contrary, I think we may rather turm it 
for her, thus, What ſignifies my humours, my 
„ oddities, or my jealouſy, if my heart does its 
„% duty?” I have received two of her letters to- 
gether ; ſhe owed me the account of the ſucceſs 
of the batbing: ſhe has told me of the comical 
letters that paſſed between you all and Mr. de- 
Coulanges : ſhe likewiſe tells me what an infinite 
crowd of company pours in upon you from all ſides 
one can hardly think it poſſible for one roof to 
hold fuch a number of perſons. I fancy you will 
et have an addition in your three brothers in-law; 
at leaſt, the Chevalier writes in ſuch a manner as 
| BR . t0 
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to put it paſt doubt, Really, your's is an odd 
kind of a retirement; our's begins to loſe its name; 
my ſon has introduced new life amongſt us. The 
good Princefs goes on as uſual ; ſhe makes one at 
ombre with my ſon and Mr; du Pleflis; and, in 
order that I may come in for my ſhare of amuſe- © 
ment, the now and then flips aſide to give me a 
touch at reverſis. All this is very ſociable : how- 
ever, to keep up the appearance of a retirement 
at leaſt, I have had a ſhady walk made, almoſt as 
long as the great one, which I call my Hermi- 
tage it is fo beautiful, and fo finely planted, that 
my ſon ought to kiſs the prints of my footſteps 
every time I walk in it; but as they amount to 
very near twelve hundred a day, and that it would 
be rather too violent exerciſe for him in the preſent 
heated ſtate of his blood, I give him credit till a 
future day, 45 


2 I have made uſe of your name in 
order to oblige the Princeſs to deſiſt from teizing 
me with 5 againſt her poor daughter, who 

is a thouſand miles off; and by mere dint of telling 
her how truly happy ſhe is, and aſking her fin - 
cerely what ſhe can defire more, TI have at length 

brought her to write in a tender manner, and that 
from her heart too; for her huſband is not only 

rich and great, but is likewiſe a man of real merit. 

I have even perſuaded her to pay the married cou- 
ple a viſit next year; in ſhort, my dear, I have 

done wonders. She deſires a thouſand and a thou- 
ſand kind remembrances to you, and is of opinion 

that we are perfectly in the right to love each other 

as we do. enen ee 


K ee by | I have 
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J have faid all that is to be faid a- 


Vout Brancas's viſit to Mademoiſelle de Coulanges : 


be under no apprehenſion that he will make it ſuch 


another as he did that he paid us at Vitre. 


Thoughtleſs as he is, he will take care, and do 
nothing that can hurt himſelf; he is more likely 
to miſtake Lyons for Avignon, and forget that he. 


was to go thither. I have alſo anſwered before- 
band the article of Mr. de Pamiers *.* Poor San- 


guin is dead, that was an honeſt worthy creature |! 
his family are inconſolable: here is a blue ribbon 
vacant ; if his poſt ꝓ does not go to his ſon, pray 


Heaven that Mr. de Grignan may have it; no- 
thing can better ſuit with the noble deportment 


for which he has ever been ſo remarkable; and it 
is the beſt place to ſupport dignity with that can 
be. You cannot, hinder me from revolving all 
theſe thin s in my mind when alone in my Her- 

mitage. "Oo end of it comes out upon a large 
ſpot at the end of the Mall, planted with four 
rows of trees, called the Cloiſters; the other opens 
into the wilderneſs. It is one of the. fineſt walks 
I am miſtreſs of, or at leaſt the neweſt. In this 
place then it.is that I confer the aforeſaid noble 
poſt upon your Lord. I would have you think 
ſeriouſly of the affair, and ſee if, with all che re- 
quiſites you are poſſeſſed of, you cannot find x 
means to ſettle the eider brother. who would ſo 
well diſcharge the honours of the houſe, I have 

thrown this thought into my letter, as it will not 


* See the letter of che 21ſt of Auguſt, vol. vii, 

1 That of Chief Maſter of the King's honſhold,, which Mr. de 
Srogein had purchated of Marechal Bellefond, and which after 
paſſing ſucceflively to Mr. de Sanguin, Marquis of Lirri, his ſons 
and grandſons, is now held by the preſent Marquis de Livri, h's 
erat an | 
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enhance the poſtage, and as I think it is the only 


place in which you can retrieve your affairs, at 


the ſame time that you may live as well as the 
King himſelf, I ſhall not ſay any thing to you 
about Mr. de Vendome ;, he either will or will 
You will let me know how fate de- 


not come. 
termines the affair, 


receivin 


L 


I fancy. you did not expect to be 
remembered by the Queen of Portugal *: Corbi- 
nelli wrote me word how delighted he was at 


a letter from you on the occaſion of 
He tells me, that-you aſſure 


him, that, notwithſtanding your mutual ſilence, 


yo 


vi exaltation. 


common father +, (and I had like to have ſaid 
your uncommbn mother), form a connection be- 


tween you. He is charmed that the Queen of 
Portugal has procured him the honour of your re- 
membrance : he writes us moſt. diverting letters: 
he is very well pleaſed with my ſon, becaufe he 
has entered into this affair; and he relates the 


reſult of it in a very pleaſant manner. 


M. de 


Monteſpan has declared himſelf his patron and 
rotector: he has declared, that the perſon wha 
ſhall act any thing contrary 35 deciſions of the 


arbitr-1ors, ſhall forfeit two. 


t ouſand piitoles, and 


has-offered an hundred thauſand franks to puſh the 
cauſe, if it is brought to an hearing. This is a 
ſtyle to which we are altogether ſtrangers, and 
bas much of the air of the Garonne in it. Two of 
the umpires are of the military, namely, Monteſ- 
pan and Montlue ; and two of the law, de Har- 


* Mary-Pra:.ces-Eliſaheth, youngeſt daughter cf-Charles-Ama- 
f Nemours, Queen of Portugal. 


in the army; Montluc being of the. 


deus of Savoy, Duke © 
+ Defcar is 
1 Only one of theſe was 


long robe, 


D 


lai 
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lai and Sainte-Foy ; whoſe name, to uſe a witty 
expreſſi;n of Madame de Cornuel, is like that 
of the Blancs Manteaus *, who always went 
eſſed in black. This has out new life into us all; 
and Corbinelli is ſo tickled with it, that his Jet- 
ers are ſuch as there is no reading without being 


ready to die with laughter. 8 


Adieu, my dear child, the P in 

v hich you acquaint me with the determination [ 

ſo earneſtly long for, will give me a ſenſible joy. 

though of a different nature. I leave my pen with 

your brother, who doubtleſs will begin with theſe 
lines: 


Naw the 8 of war are all over, 


LI us ſing fel blings of peace 4. 


Alinſiu, DE SFE VI N E. 


In good truth, m dear pretty ſiſ- 

ter, I am. as happy as any man can be; but my 
mother begins to be ſorry that ſhe will have no 
opportunity to thank me for the Care I took of her 
five years ago; however, I give her credit tor it” 
with all my ſou}. She is to me full as well as I 
py at leaſt ſo ſhe tells us: I am, for my, paft, 
very happy in her company, and this. ſatisfattion 


alone will be fufficient to 1 1 the ebullltion ot 
wy blood. | FO + FE 
3 2 4 4 „e ; e 
* 
| $3) £44 „Kae my ear? fiſter; there i 
5 juſt come in 1 Fat benen from Vite, which 
* el 120 T's, 12 PIES: & O'S I LE 

#7, es. white cloaks, > 
———— A -1e« les ſvreurs de la guerre, 

oy Chantons, chantons les douceuzs de la paix. 

i B 6 obliges 


a1 


n THE - .- 
obliges me to quit you thus abruptly, in order to 
receive his tireſome viſit with all due ſolemnity. 


* Mademe DE SEVIGNE 


CEN, J ſalute with all reſpect, and at the 
ſame time with all tenderneſs, the good Arch- 
biſhop of Arles; may God long preſerve him to 
ou; liſten to him as you ought while you have 
him with you. Let us not forget the Meſdemoi- 
ſelles de Crionah; nor the pretty Paulina, nor my 
dear little Marquis. A thought is juſt come into 
my head ! the Abbe de Lanion ſhall ſucceed the 
| Biſhop of Pamiers ; will that pleaſe you? 


+444—6-6+ K -b n --.... 
ET . 
ny To the Same. 

The Racks, W-dneſday, 11 Sept, 1680. 


OE CR | Never could have imagined, that 
n letter, acquainting me that you intend coming 
to Paris this winter, and that I ſhould ſee you 

"there, would draw tears from my eyes; yet ſuch 
was the effect of the unutterable joy 1 felt at this 

aſſurance, added to the noble ſentiment of that 
wiſe and holy child ®. No, no, it is not always 

_ ſorrow that opens the fountains of the eyes: tears 

flo from many different cauſes. and ſenſations. I 
remember you formerly laughed at me for being 

* | 2 | 1 
See letter 18 Auguff, vol. vl. 7 . 
A; touched 


„ 


touched with the beauty of certain ſentiments, in 


"ſhe thinks 
' felf, and what ſhe has once determined, is irre- 
vocable. Your prognoſtications are very juſt; 1 
did not know on what you founded your ſeeming - 


much as poſſible, accommodate mine to them. 


J ſee the hand of God guiding the determination 
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which I had no concern. It was impoſſible for me 
to refrain from being moved; judge then how I 
muſt be in hearing ſo affecting and virtuous a 
ſpeech as that of Mademoiſelle de Grignan ! What 
reſolution ! what courage! I am ſure there is a 
ſtrong reliance to be placed on what ſhe ſays: 
ſhe has long weighed this declaration in her mind : 
Bray, as you very juſtly expreſs your- 


certainty ; ſo now, my dear, you are at length 
determined, by the moſt important, and, at the 
ſame time, the moſt advantageous circumſtance 
that can happen to your family: it is a maſter. 
ftroke ; and, on theſe occaſions, a journey muſt 
be undertaken in ogni modo. Let me know every 
thing that is to follow upon this. Acquaint me 
with all your deſigns, in order that 1 may, as 


I had not the leaſt idea of the man- 
ner of the old Biſhop's (of Evreux) death. It is 
really ſhocking to think of! Well might you ſay 
that it would ſurpriſe me; I was-comp.eatly ſtruck; 


of the good prelate in a moſt extraordinary man- 
ner; guiding him to be torn in pieces, maſſacred t 

in ſbort, quartered alive ! Obſerve only bow many. 
different circumſtances concurred to bring about 
the fate allotted for him! In the firſt place, to 
think of venturing on a journey in a, coach at 
84 years of age and upwards ; then to have new 
horſes hardly broken in; no poſtillion; the diſ- 
ſuaſions of all his friends, nothing availed; he 


bs. LETTERS OF THE 
was doomed to purſue; he was doomed to be torn 
in pieces, and it was ord.ined that Meſſieurs de 
Stignan ſhould reap the advantage of his diſaſter: 
good and ill ſortune never come by halves; what 
- ptoviſion is here for the Chevalier | 


There is no end to the viſits which 
overwhelm you this year; one would think the 
parties were acting in concert to devour you: 

two tables of twelve each in that gallery. Ves, 
es, I am the cauſe of all this, by mentioning 
thoſe of Mr. de Chaulnes to you : really this is 
carrying things to exceſs; but perhaps you will, 
after all, tell me you are at little or no expence at 
Grignan, and I, Lord help me, ſhall believe 
you. However, Iam not to learn what the arti- 
cle of proviſions amount to on theſe occaſions; 
and then there's play ! How do you come off in 
that point? I have always in my mind thoſe miſts 
that wet one to the ſkin. My child, there are 
ſome people who ſeem born to ſpend money where- 
ever they are, as others are. born to be torn in 
pieces: no place is to them a place. of reſt, nor 
cam they ever fave a penny; profuſeneſs and in- 
ceſſant rund of company fly to them as ſtraws to | 
amber. Fhere is no helping it; fate muſt have 
its ,courſe, and they get into a coach with four p 
young horſes without a poſtillion : but, heaven be 
praiſed, my dear, all this will not prove your de- 
ſtruction; and the old proverb may now be ſaid t 
to hold good, that a lucky marriage pays for all, 
Jou have not the leaft reaſon to apprehend, that 2 
1 this affair will drop to the ground, after the ſteps 
= that have been already taken; therefore enjoy your- 
| ſelf in full ſecurity of its happening: for my part, 
F muſt confeſs, it gives me the greateſt lic" 
+ Tf * : 


* 
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My father uſed to ſay, that he was always A goon 
Chriſtian whoſe mind was at caſe; in that reſpect 
I am his own daughter. 1 


It is thought chat the Retail 


| with child. Madame de Maintenon is ſtill on the 


very pinnacle of favour. The King ſpends only 
# few moments between Madame de Monteſpan 
and Madame de Fontanges, PRES latter is till 
ina drooping. way. - 


The Biſhop of Rennes, who called 
upon me here in his return from Lavardin, told me, 
that, at the induction of Madame de Chelles *, the 
ornaments of the crown, the jewels about the ſun 
that encloſes the hoſt, the exquiſite muſic, the 
perſumes, an] the great number of biſhops that 
officiated at the ceremony, ſtruck a good country 
lady who happened to be preſent with ſach aſto- 
niſhment, that ſhe could not, forbear crying out a- 
loud,“ Sure I am in paradiſe | * A perſon who 
ſat near her, ſaid to her, No, no, Madame, 
there are not ſo, many biſhops: there.“ Perhaps 


1%, will put this little ſlorx along with that J un- 


uckily told one eyening in your dreſſing- rom 3. I 
cannot help it if you do, it is pip ng hot, and I 
coulg not r it. 


ty" IP you to ſay whatever, you 
think. proper to .the Archbiſhop in relation to my 
ſentiments; they are ſuch; as you may venture to 
anſwer ſot: I deſire. the ſame in regard to Mr. de 
Grignan and, his; heavenly daughter, not forget - 


92 of Madame de Fontanges, lately made Abbeſs- of 
elles. 


ing 
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comfortable aſſurance in one's poſſeſſion! 


2 gee letter of the 13th AvguRt, in the preceding volume, 


16 i EBIT IK OFT RE | 


oy N 2 * "oe 4 C V * 
ting the earthly one. I embrace the little chits; 


for I will haye no one forgotten. Montgobert 
wrote me word the other day, that Paulina read 


Voiture's letters to her, and that ſne enters into 


the ſpirit of them like one of us. 
LETTER DLXU.. 


To the ſame. 


The Ricks, Sunday; 15 Sept. 1680. 


\ Y HAT infinite obligation has 
this poor heart of mine to you, my dear child! 
How happy have you made it by permitting it to 
hope for your preſence this winter! I have read 
over and over again that delightful letter which I 


fo fondly and impatiently expected: I ſaid to my- 
ſelf, Yes, this is the voice of my child, that aſ- 
fures' me ſhe will come to Paris ſoon after All 
Saints, Oh, how great the joy, to have ſuch a 

You ſurpriſe me with the profound 
ſecret, that our lovely ſaint * makes of her noble 
and pious intentions to Madame du Janet. It is ſo 
natural to talk of what we deſire; of what our 
heart is full of, that it is already doing' penance 
before-hand; to keep ſilence bn this oceafion ; but 
fuch'is her diſpoſition : ſhe ſpeaks on this ſubject 


to 


- * © 3 ITC] u * « 4 oy 


=y tay, Manta. mo x  _! 
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to her holy father alone, as it is he alone who is 


to determine the duration of a reſidence which ſhe 
would be ſorry to have protracted. By depriving 


herſelf of the pleaſure of communicating her in- 
tentions, ſhe finds them more ſtrongly confirmed 
in her breaſt. 77 15 


I cannot at this diſtance diſcover 
what is become of the crowd that ſo lately ſwarm- 
ed in your caſtle, The laſt time I heard from 
you, methought you was in the midſt of a fair; 
but ſince J find you repoſed upon your little bed, 
you muſt certainly have found means to eſcape out 


of the throng. Montgobert has not wrote to me, 


and you mention your health but in a very curſory 


manner; you ought to have acquainted me whe- 
ther the medicines you are taking have had the 


deſired effect, and whether you are likely to get 


the better of your additional Ieanneſs, and be once 
more what you formerly was. It is a ſtrange un- 


happineſs, that what does you ſervice in one dif= 
order, ſhould encreaſe another; this is throwing: 
a damp upon the ſatisfaction one ſhould other- 


Wiſe feel. 


We are at preſent among a ſet of 


company, with whom we make great uſe of our 


reaſon and argumentation. You taught me, my 
dear, to diveſt myſelf of a great part of that vulgar 
Ignorance with which I was infected: I feel the 


pleaſure of this on certain occaſions. We have 


had a patty or two at ombre and reverſis, and the 
next day a change of the ſcene. M. de Mont- 
moron arrived here; you know he has a great 
deal of wit; father Damaje, who lives not quite 


a hundred miles from this .place; my ſon, whe 


you 
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you know is a perſect maſter at diſputation; and 


Corbinelli's letters, all conſpire to divert and a- 
muſe me. M. de Montmoron perfectly well un- 
derſtands your philoſophy, and at the ſame time 
diſputes it, My ſon maintains the cauſe of your 
father, Damaie does the ſame ; and Corbinelli, in 
his letters, joins theſe two: but they are not all 
three more than a match for Montmoron. This 
latter infiſts that we can have no ideas of any thing 
but what affects our ſenſes: My ſon will have it 
that we may think independent of our ſenſes ; for 
inſtance, we think that we think : this is in general 
the ſubject of our diſputations, which have been 
carried on with great ſpirit and vivacity, and have 
delighted me extremely. Could you, my dear, 
have made a party in this converſation by your let- 
ter as Corbinelli has done, you would not have 
a little ſtrengthened our poor Sevigne. And now 
I mention him, I muſt acquaint you, that he 
is ſtill very far from being; well, though he thinks 
himſelf out of danger, as indeed 1 do alſo ; but he 
is ſick of the doctor as well as you; he has taken 
more medicines than he had occaſion for, and may 
have put his blood into ſuch a ferment, that there 
is every day appearing ſome of thoſe horrible e- 
Tuptions which are ſo very diſagreeable to thoſe 
who have them, and thoſe who ſee them; ſo-that 
the poor Jad is very happy to have alittle leiſure to 
live quiet at home. 


Yeſterday I was obſerving with ad- 
miration how very caſy it is to conſole one's-ſelf for 
the want of play by a better avocation, and how 
patient we are while we are making ducks and 
drakes of our money. But without imitating 


you, for I hate a bad copy of a good original, II 


ſhall! 
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ſhall even tell you, that my age and experience 
make me wiſh, as a very material 1 * not to 
be always upon the ſpend, and that 1 could now 

and then put a little wit into this pericrantum of 
mine; indeed it is what I am every day endeavour- 
ing to do when in my cloſet or my wood. 


Methinks you would' not be diſ- 
pleaſed to know the party that has engaged us in 
play of late. It is a tolerable pretty woman from 
Vitre, who has been here three nights, and during 
her ſtay we have hardly had the cards out of our 
hands, ſo fond is ſhe of play. How much better 
does Mademoiſelle de Grignan ſpend her time, 
happy creature! In reading your letter more care- 
fully over, I find that ſhe ſpeaks without diſguiſe 
of her intentions to Madame du Janet, and that it is 
only the converſation ſhe had with Mr. de Grig- 
nan that ſhe keeps a ſecret from ber; but till I 
eannot help admiring that ſhe ſhould mention the 
one without the other. It muſt be no ſmall ſa - 
tisfaftion to her to have the converſation. of ſo good 
and prudent a perſon, I reverence more than ever 

the wiſe diſpenſations of providence, when I re- 
flet how it turns the movements you are about to 
my advantage, and I already begia to enjoy, in 
imagination, the pleaſure I am to receive 

Ill I aſk you a thouſand pardons, my dear 
chiJd, I have met with a little book of madrigals “, 
the moſt pretty things in the world. I muſt abſo- 
lutely endeavour to bring them into your good 
graces this winter. Indeed, my dear, it is no 
imall pleaſure to have a bad memory, for we are 


* Of La Sabliere, 
now 
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now reading Saraſin again, and I am as. pleaſed 
with him as the firſt time; we always fins out 
ſomething new, and your brother is of no ſmall 
help to me by the excellent knack he has at theſe 
kinds of amuſements. I had a mind to dip into 
the Prepoſſeſſions +. I think them mirable; but 
what crowns the whole, my deareſt child, is, all 
theſe things lead directly to you. Oh, how ſweet 
the conſolation, to think that we ſhall meet once 
again! Alas, a whole year has paſſed in continual 
farewels, mortifying occupation | Lcannot look 


upon the paf? with ſo much tranquillity as you do. 


It is to me a ſource of the maſt bitter uneaſineſ; 85 
at leaſt it has been ſuch, till I read the pleaſing aſſur- 
ance of your return ; now 1 forgive it in conſidera- 
tion of the future, which offers itſelf to imagina- 
tion, fraught with us that wake n r 


every thing. 
LFEFEFERLFLLAELETREE 
LE 1 T E R DLIV.. 


To the Same. 


nd. eh) . Recks, munen, 18 e. 1680. 


HE day before 1 1 was 
to make a viſit to the princeſs, whom I told. that 

ou.adviſed her to go to Paris, to which ſhe is very 
much diſpoſed, and the more fo, as ſhe is now en- 
n in mourning, for you muſt know Mu- 


- + A work of Monßeur Nicole's, intitled, Reaſonable Prepoſ- 
þ Hen againſt the Calviniſts, 4 
mes 
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dame's father“ is dead, who is her brother-in-law, 


A clumſy German blundered out this accident to 
Madame without the leaſt preparation, upon which 
nothing was to be heard but crying, ſobbing and 
lamentations ; nay, they ſay it went as far as 
fainting; but that I cannot believe, for ſhe appears 
to, me incapable of ſuch a weakneſs, beſides, no- 
thing leſs than death can ever fix the volatile ſpirits 
of Madame. By the way, do you know that Lang- 
lade had lately his ſpirits ſo compleatly fixed, that his 
wife was hurried out of the room, and he himſelf 
ſtript and laid out for dead, when chance directing 


Ja phyſician that way (the ſcene lay in Poitou) this 


jatter would needs ſee him (juſt like that other 
phyſician whom you told me of, that raiſed: the 
dead lady to life); upon examining the ſuppoſed: 
dead body, he thought he perceived ſome warmth 
in it; and thereupon adminiſtered certain medi- 
eines, while every one preſent made a jeſt of him. 
Theſe: medicines, however, operated forcibly by 
vomit, and Madame de la Fayette has received 
letters, which tell her that Langlade will certainly 
recover after all. Here now is a tale very much 
reſembling that which you know. His death 
would have been a great loſs to Madame de la 
Fayette, whoſe only comfort is in the few friends 
ſhe has yet living. © 


| I am told that Mr. de Selleri is ſpo- 

ken of as governor for the young Duke of Chartres, 

and Madame de la Sabliere for Mademoifelle de 

Nantes and de Tours 5, but I do not believe a ſyl- 

lable of the matter: it would be rude to ſay why, 
— 


* Charles- Lewis, Count Palatine of the Rhine, one of the 
Eleftors of the Empire, who died th Sept. 16804, + 
Natural children of Lewis XIV. by Madame de Monteſpan. 


but 
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but there are reaſons more than ſufficient. I know 
not which of the courtiet's tongues firſt blabbed it 
out, but Madame de Maintenon is now every where 
privately called Madame de Maintenant *. This 
pun is not unworthy even the ſpot which you inha- 
bit, This Lady de Maintenon, or de Maintenant, 
is every evening, with his Majeſty till eight or ten 


o'clock. She is conducted thither and back again 


by . de Chamarante, in the face of all the 
world. 
$1 917 It is with great Wa that J per- 
ceive the increaſe. of holy diſpoſitions in your 
daughter, and her impatience agrees perfectly well 
with mine. Have you not a great veneration for 
that pious ſoul'? is ſhe not a choſen veſſel of grace, 
and a predeſtinated angel? We can no longer live 
and converſe with her on the ſame footing as be- 
fore; the favour of heaven commands the reve- 
rence of mortals. Let me continually know what 
u intend to'do: methinks Mr. de Vendome finds 
wenn tra in ene Known: his Erpel 


ein YE I cannot dnotigh admire your friend- 
4 ſhip i in being ſo attentive to the diſorder of Maps- 
MOISELLE, and your not being willing to allow 
thoſe born in 1627 the liberty of being ill. You 
have been more in pain about this princeſs than 
any one of her own noble family; and ſuch is her 
misfortune that it muſt be I-who am to thank you 
for your care; as I allo do for your ſcheme of rid- 
ding us of that ſame poſt which ſo incumbers us. 
Wnen we talk of taking up another, it is only in 
a caſe of extremity, and that we ſhould be obliged 
to 0 ſp. ak to Mr. de A, ore in This coun- 
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try people think that a man can neither live nor 
breathe without being in the ſervice *: but the 
real object of our wiſhes is, to get rid entirely of 
this tie, which puts us under a diſagreeable reſtraint; 
ſo that if you ſhould hear of any one who is deſir- 


ous of what is in fact no deſpicable place, and 


whoſe age will allow him to wait ſome years with- 
out impatience in the ſtation of a ſubaltern, it would 
be the luckieſt circumſtance imaginable for us, If, 

my dear child, you ſhould be the perſon ſet a part 
by fate to procure us this ſatisfaction, you may ſe- 
curely boaſt of having conferred the moſt ſenſible 
obligation on your poor brother. When he re- 
flects how Mr. de la Troufle has abandoned; him, 
he is ready to go beſide himſelf. You, my dear, 
ſet us the example of a philoſophy truly admirable. 


Alinſi de vos defirs toujours Reine abſolue, 


Les plus grands changemens vaus trouvent reſalue. 


For, truly miſtreſs of your ow deſires 
No change of fate can had you unprepared. 


Theſe lines will deſerve. A place in 


our remembrance, and this is a point to which 


providence naturally conducts us. If I am not in 
this happy ſituation of mind, it is not for want of 
frequent meditations, and a ſtrict obſervance. of his 
ways, by which I am more and more confirmed. 
in the opinion that he is the governor cf the world, 

and makes uſe of all our different ways of think- 
ing, to bring us at length to anſwer his eternal de- 
erees. 


§ All th's relates to Mr. d: Sevigne, who wanted to refign his 
pſt of Guidon or Cornet, in the Dau phin' e 0: exchange 


Father 


it for ſome other, 


4 >) 
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1 Father Damaie and myſelf now and 
then repeat over our old leſſons, and are glad to 
have them. We cannot but ſmile at ſeeing the Fa- 
ther Prior of Livri at the Rocks, he has made a 
journey of twenty leagues on purpoſe to ſee us; 
we hope to keep him with us at leaſt a week. He 
ſalutes you moſt teſpectfully; he has an high opi- 
nion of your wit and underſtanding, as alſo of your 
goodneſs of heart, and ſays he never can be un- 
mindful of the friendſhip you have ſhewn towards 
him. I anſwered him in your name yeſterday, for 
by that time your own arrives he will have been 
returned home above a fortnight. This gives one 
A ſhocking idea of our prefent ſeparation, and I find 
occaſion for all that hope which warms my heart 
on this proſpe& of ſpeedily meeting together again. 
And, after all this, can you wonder at my admir- 
ing providence ! Happy are thoſe who know how 
to ſubmit to its will when leſs favourable to their 
wiſhes ! „„ 


* 
—— —̃: 


[ 
1 

. 
1 
＋ 
| 


. I id not think that Cardinal d'Eſ- ! 
trees would have gone to Rome; but ſince he is to ſh 
go, our friend Coulanges is 5 in the right to ae- 

company him: however, I do not imagine that 1 

_ this will prevent his taking a trip to Grignan. We Nh ; 
highly approve of your preparation for the Flemiſh } , 
benediction “; it is much better than that of the f 
honeſt prieſts of this country, to whom we are al- t 
ways ready to anſwer,when they chant Domine non f| © 
fum dignus, as you did once ſo aptly to the Blue- . 
Coat Girls, you are quite in the right, I never ſhall 0 
forget that reply, it was certainly the moſt droll In. 
imaginableQ. PREP dn e642 2 16 


| | » See the Letter of Sept, 1, vol, vii, 
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Adieu, my deareſt, never do you 
forget that I love you with fo natural and tender an 1 
inclination, that I am not more myſelf than theſe | 
ſentiments are a part of me. This laſt period is 

not very elegantly cloſed, but it is fincerely true. 


e icons I 
LETT EBV. | 
To the Same, 


„ o ö 


"The Rocks, Sunday, 22 September, 1680. 


* OU are ſo much of the phi- 
Toſopher, my dear, that there is no uch thing as 
iving a looſe to the; joy of one 's"*heart with you. 
ar You are continually anticipating dur hopes, and 
you paſs over the enjoyment of preſent poſſeſſion, 
| to contemplate upon the hour of ſeparation. Be- 
{- | lieve me, we ought” more to admire the bleflings 
to which providence has in ſtore for us. After having 
e- made you this reproach, it remains for me honeſt- 
at J to confeſs that I am deferving of the ſame, and 
that it is impoſſiblè for àny one to be more alarmed 
ih at the cruel rapidity of time, nor to have a ſtronget 
be foretaſte of thoſe uneaſineſſes which generally fol- 
al- low in the train of pleaſures. In ſhort, my dear 
„child, this life is one perpetual chequer-work of 
1” good and il], pleaſure and pain. When in '/poſ- 
all } {eflien'of What we deſire, we ate only ſo much the 
oll nearer loſing it; and when at a diſtance from it, 
| we are ſtil in expe Ration of meeting with it again. 


It is our buſineſs, therefore, to take t as God 
Vor. VIII. 3 is 
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is pleaſed to ſend them. For my part, I am re- | 


ſolved to indulge myſelf in the delightful hope of 
ſeeing you without any mixture of allay, 


You are very unjuſt, mydear, in the 


judgment you paſs upon yourſelf; you ſay, that 
tho? at firſt people are apt to think you very agree- 
able, yet, upon a longer acquaintance, they ceaſe 
to have a regard for you; now the very reverſe of 
this is truth : You have a certain air of ſuperiority 
that makes people fearful of you, and deſpair of 
ever being admitted iuto the number of your 
friends ; but when once they know you, it is im- 
poſſible not to have an attachment for you: and if 
any of your acquaintance ſeem to drop you, it is 
only becauſe they love you, and cannot bear the 
thought of not being ſo well beloved by you as 
they could wiſh. I have heard numbers of per- 
ſons extol the charms of your friendſhip and con- 
verſation to the ſkies, and afterwards reflect on 
their own want of merit, which prevented them 
from preſerving that happineſs; they all blame 
themſelves for the little ſhyneſs they experience in 
youz ſo that, where there is no real ja ue of com- 
plaint on either fide, , methinks it only requires a 
little tete-a-tete/converiation to be perfectly good 
friends gain. Sa Ws bet; | 
r Tit ny n * T% 
Really, my dear, you have improved 
ſurptiſingly upon what, I told you concerning 
Brancas ;:that which you ſay of him is exceſſively 
pleaſant, and abſolutely true; it is juſt in this man- 
ver that he has always acted between his friends; 
he is fon having good univerſally communicated, 
and is very deſirous of entering into an holy con- 
uection with Madame de Coulanges, by giving her 
| that 
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that pretty woman for an acquaintance, as he gave 
her to Cardinal d'Eftrees ; for he was never eaſy 
till he made them meſs-mates. This odd action * 
has diverted me vaſtly, for I know him well, and 
this is exactly his character. There was a time 
indeed that he could not bear the thought of a ri- 
val, but at preſent he is willing to give his fair 
friend an acquaintance of his own chuſing: you 

_ muſt remember the furious inquietude he was un- 
der on Treville's account. In ſhort, I can diſco- 
ver nothing more in all this than a great deal of 
friendſhip on a ground- work of inclination, heigh- 
tened by paſſion. If Brancas ſhould chance to be 
with you, do not tell him all this; you may give 
a hint or two, if you will, according as you find 
him in a humour for it. 


f 

) 

8 : 

- J have a great deſire to read Te- 
bo rence ; and nothing could give me greater pleaſure 
n than to fee the originals, of which the copies have 
n 
e 
in 


afforded me ſo much ſatis faction. We read books 
of controverſy; one has been lately publiſhed (“) 
in anſwer to the Prepoſſeſſions, to which I with Mr. 
n- Arnauld had replied ; but I fancy that he has been 
a | forbidden; and it is thought more adviſeable to 
od leave unanſwered this book, tho' it may do an in- 
jury to religion, than to permit the publication of 
another that may ſerve to juſtify the Janſeniſts from 
ed | the errors with which they have been reproached : 
ing | but more of this another time. I have been pro- 
ely | miſed the Coadjutor's ſpeech, but I have not yet 
an- | had it; my fon and ſeveral others ſpeak greatly in 


ds; G | 

ed, „Written by the famcus Proteſtant Minifter Claude, irtitled, - 
on- Defence of the Reformation, againſt the Reaſenable Prepoſſeſſirs ef 
her Niccle, | f 


that | C 2 2 
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praiſe of it. But now let us talk a little about 
your health. 


Are you not terrrified at theſe ſame 
cold and benumbed legs of yours ? Is it poſſible that 


in the country of warm baths you ſhould-ſuffer your 


poor limbs thus to periſh, and not to have any feel- 
ing of them but by intervals of pain? Are there ao 
ſtrupes, no fomentations, that will recall the vital 
juices to the parts they have thus deſerted? or do 
ou look upon this diſorder as a thing of no moment? 
The bath, you ſay, has done you no good; but are 
you therefore to try no other remedy? Is it poſſible 
that a continuance of ſuch a diſagreeable and dan- 
gerous malady can reconcile it to any one? Would 
to heaven we could once more reſume an healthy 
correſpondence, I could part with a good deal of 
my health, without feeling the want of it. Fare- 
wel, my dear child, my thoughts are wholly taken 
up with you, with your love,. your health, and the 
picaſure I ſhall have in embracing you ere long. 1 
am but too happy in that hope, which I am deter- 
mined not to damp by any gloomy thoughts or un- 
grateſul forecaſt, es” 


© mMwic . _ 
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ERELELEEEXELERLEL ELLE 
LETTER LI 
To the Same. 
The Racks, Wedneſday, 15 Sept. 1680, 


Vo think only, my dear, of 
quietinz my fear on account oj heaith, 
and I'am apt to believe that you conceal the 
truth even from Montgobert. I cannot but con- 
fider this as an inſtance of your regard for me, 
yet it occaſions me a good deal of uneaſineſs; and 
nothing adds more to the extreme impatience lam 


in to fee you, than the deſire of being no longer in 


the dark on a ſubject ſo intereſting to me, Put 
yourſelf for a moment in my place, and you will 
be Cee. that theſe ſentiments are entirely na« 


tural. 


They tell me that the Chevalier | 18 
in a manner well, and therefore I imagine his 
journey will not be retarded. But now we are 
upon the ſubjects of journey s, let us ſpeak a word 
or two about your's: endeavour to ſet out, if poſ- 
ſible, before the bad weather ſets in; and, above 
alf things, take care to lay in a ſtock of health and 
ſtrength, to carry you thro' it; but, indeed, 1 
think your journeys have never done you any hat m. 
The Princeſs of Tatrentum, who by the way makes 
you her compliments, aflures me, that ſhe is never 
lo well as when ſhe is making the tour of the 


3 world ; 
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world; ſhe has been twice in Denmark, which TI 
think may be called travelling to ſome purpoſe. 


| I have a few queſtions to aſk you: 
has Mademoiſelle de Grignan any inclination to 
ſee Paris once more, or does ſhe immediately en- 
ter into her deſtined retreat? Is it St. Stephen's or 
the Carmelites (*) ſhe has made choice of? Does 
her zeal flag, or does it continue as warm as ever? 
Do you intend to bring your ſon with you? Theſe 
queſtions I aſk you with great leiſure, and hope 
you will anſwer them in the ſame manner. Pray 
inform me by the Pythian Prieſteſs of the little re- 
public that is to aſſemble at Grignan. We have 
had a moſt delightful ſeaſon here, have read a 


great deal, and, as I obſerved before, I feel the 


ſatisfaction of want of memory; for Corneille, 
Boileau, Saraſin, and Voiture, have all the ait of 
novelty to me. We now and then dip a little in- 
to Plutarch's morals, which we find admirable ; 
beſides, we have in ſtock the Prepoſſaſſions, the 
anſwers to them; not to mention the Alcoran: in 
ſhort, we leave hardly any thing unturned; the 
little time that remains will ſoon be gone, 8 
it pleaſe heaven Jo grant you health ! this is afl 


1 wiſh, and all I want, My fon ſends you a thous» 


ſand affectionate remembrances; but you are both 
of you ſo old and worn out, that it ig the buſineſs 
of my life to nurſe you. 


* The latter of theſe, in the Fauxbourg (or ſuburbs) of St. 
James, was the place made choice of by this excellent lady; but 
her health not permitting her to continue there long, ſhe once more 
entered into the world again; nevertheleſs ſhe always continued 


fingle, and led a life of the moſt exemplary piety till the z9th_ 


February 2735, when ſhe exchanged this ſtate for a better, 


Pray, 


r tos 
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Pray make all our compliments to 
the numerous and polite company with which you 
are ſurrounded. Madame de Coulanges has wrote 
me that you are coming to Paris, which gives her 
no ſmall pleaſure; her letter is very pretty, ſhe ex- 
pets Brancas, We muſt be ſilent atter what you 
have ſaid, concerning the connection he wants to 
bring about, Mademoiſelle de Scuderi has juſt 
ſent me two little volumes of Converſations ; it is 
impoſſible they can be other than good, provided 
ſhe is not buried in her great romance. 


EO -b TT EL K- K-. -f LESS 
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To the Same. 


The Rocks, Sunday, 29 September, 1680. 


en & T is indeed a republic, nay it 
is a little world, that you have at preſent in your 

houſe ; I never faw ſuch a crowd there. Mont- 
gobert talks ta me of quintille, I know not what 


game that, is; but notwithſtanding that we are in 
a deſart in comgariſon of you, we have frequently 


our parties of play, ſuch as trictrac, ambre, &c. 
and we have Madame de Marbeuf with us at pre- 
ſent, who, you know, makes one at any thing, 


out of pure good nature and complaiſance. 


The Princeſs enlightens this retreat, like another 


Galatea; ſhe is in mourning for her brother- in- 


law the Elector Palatine : indeed there muſt not 
be a perſon of any conſequence in Europe ſick, for 


ber to be out of danger of loſing ſome relation. 


* 4 We 
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# We have ſome folks at Vitre, 
whom you know as. little of as you know the Her- 
mitage (f). I know not how it happens; but me- 
thinks 1 had rather be without them, and have 
more time for reading and walking, The Her- 
mitage is juſt in the place you mention; but it is ſo 
ſtraight, and ſo well planted, that it would ſurpriſe 
you; however, I think it is high time for me to 
think of different matters. Tg 


1 When I ö reflect that I am to meet 
with you at the end of my journey, it appears ſo 
great an happineſs that I cannot help dreading 
ſome obſtacle in the way. Could any thing have 
been more vexatious to you than the Chevalier's. 
indiſpoſition ? I have ſhared with you in all the, 
uneaſineſs it muff have given you. However, he 
writes me word that he hopes ſoon to he in a con- 
dition to ſer out, and that both himſelf and his 


brother the Biſhop of Evreux owe their cure to the 


ſkill of one of the Engliſh phyſicians, whoſe noſtrum 
has indeed worked miracles this year, as the Duke 
deLeſdiguieres and many others have experienced. 
I have wrote'to the Chevalier in return, that his. 
recovery gives me ſo much the greater pleaſure as IL. 
think the journey very neceſſary for him, I am 
per ſuaded that every thing will be properly adjuſt- 
ed, both in regard to this and our other viſiters at 
o 6 
1 I am amazed that you know no- 
thing yet concerning Mr. de Vendome, nor a new 
Iatendant ; both theſe articles will come upon you 


- 


7 See Lette: of the $th Sept, 
1 when - 
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when you leaſt expect them. What I wrote to you 


concerning the change your brother wiſhes, was a 
thought of Madame de la Fayette's, when we were 
conſidering how to get clear of Mr. de Louvois, 
with whom there is no other way of dealing but by 
propoſing an exchange; however, this muſt be 
reſerved for the laſt caſt. Our firſt buſineſs muſt 


be to endeavour to get rid of the place; unn, 


this 2 we muſt conſult our friends. 


2. hope \ we hall all meet together at 
Paris, where we may confer freely upon all theſe 


ſubjects. All I have to requeſt of you is, ihat you 


will prepare yourſelf to travel without any incon- 


venience; _ is he 1 ade= ac thing to be thought 


of.” 
T cannot tell when this ſame ball is 
to be; this however I know for certain, that it will 


not equal that in which my charming daughter 
danced, in which ſuch and ſuch perſons aſfiſted, 


in which ſhe entertained us with {6 charming a 


ſtep ; and then, as you may gueſs, I Hall be rea- 
dy tot reſate alli the circumſtances of that entertain 


ment; but, in ſhort, mother's fondneſs and doat- | 
ing apart, I verily believe; my dear, that you 


yourſelf will confeſs that it will be far inferior to 
your's, and that there were four perſons about'the 
late-MaDame; that whole ages will-not be able 


to parallel, either for beauty, youth, or graceful- 


neſs in dancing; what ſhepherdeſſes! what Ama- 


Zons] Every one ſeems to want ſome excuſe from 


this now in agitation; the Dücheſs of Sully pleats 


familyl affairs, Madame de Verneuil her chriften- 
ing, and ſo on; but the Dauphineſs has thewn - ' 


herſelf fo determinel on this — that chere is no- 


ching left but to obey. Fe 


2 
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Farewel, my dear child; give your - 


elf no uneaſineſs about my health; nothing can 
be better; would to heaven I had reaſon to think 
the ſame of your's |! I feel no inconvenience from the 
damps; I have a number of little arbours in which 
I fit and read, or chat, quite out of the weather; 
and then there is the mall, which i is as ſnug and as 
warm as er io i 1594 07 Jens 03 97 
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To che yas 
The Rocks, Wedneſday, 2 October, 1 680 0. 


1 
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| WW ELL. Nod ock ENS my 
dear, | there is an end at length, to your uneaſineſs, 
in which. I have ſo {incerely participated with you. 
The Abbe of Pontcare writes me word, that the 
Chevalier and the Biſhop have entirely got rid of 
their ſever; and the little plans, which ſeemed to 
have been diſconcerted, now go on as uſual. 


Thanks to the 2cod Engliſhman, whoſe reputa- 


tion is indeed very great this year. I am, ſorry to 
hear of the journey Mr. de Grignan-was obliged to 
take; 1 ſuppoſe he will be returned by the time 
you receive my letter, nevertheleſs, I cannot help 
dwelling a little upon the ſubject. What a bomb 
was this that burſt on a ſudden, even in the very 
midft of your autumnal feaſts and paſtimes It is 
indeed giving up a, great deal, to quit your houſe 
wikh: ſuch pleaſing company, ſuch en — 4 
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fic, and ſueh good cheer. I do not tbink any monk 
could ſuffer more from his vow of - mortihcation. 
Theſe ſame folks from Meſſina, who cauſe others 
more fear than they do them harm, hurt you, as 
you obſerve, more than they freighten you. My 

God! what an expence! and how ill-timed too! 
J feel all theſe inconveniences for you, but at th- 
ſame time I foreſee with pleaſure the time ape 
proaching when they will be no more; till then, 
however, I tremble for your health, which, I am 
afraid, muſt ſuffer, from theſe continual interrup- 
tions, I have ſeen you plunged into a thoughtful- 
neſs for things of much leſs moment, I am per- 
fuaded that you will not ſee Mr. de Vendome this 
ſeaſon, but that willot delay your departure. Yow 
may wait for Mr. de Grignan at Paris, as you have 
done before. You have more reaſon than any oue, 
I know, not to expoſe yourſelf to the bad weather; 
as for our parts, my dear, we only wait till All- 
Saints is paſſed, and then we ſhall be moving. 


+ J propoſed five or fix little queſtions - 
to you in my laſt letter but one, concerning Made- 
moiſelle de Grrignan, to which you will favourme 
with an anſwer, That pious lady is the object of 
y admiration. You ſay, that ſhe has no director 
but herſelf ; believe me, ſhe cannot have a better. 
Leave her then to her own management, and agree 
with me that (from all appearances) no conſcience 
was ever better regulated. e VO OO 


Madame de la Fayette writes me 
word, that every one is falling down with ithe 
fever ; ſhe ſays, it is like a volley of ſhot fired in- 
to a crouded trench, but with this difference, that 

of the numbers wounded few or none die. 
© 6 | 1 have 
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Tarentum with what providence and you had un- 
Gdertaken for her daughter; I believe that finding 
you both againſt her, will he a means of | confirm 
ing her in the good diſpoſitions which ſhe ſeems of 
late to have cheriſhed ; the lays a thouſand handy 
-ſome things of you. She aſked me, jeſting, what 
buſineſs it was of your's, whether ſhe loved her 


bear the thoughts of there being any child in the 
world ſo unhappy as to be deprived of the affection 
of ſuch a mother as herielf. This ſpeech ſeemed 
to have no bad effect. | | 


8 Vou doubtleſs know that Madamę 
de Ludre, weary of being in the dumps without 
any one caring ſor it, has at length obtained leave 
of her pride to accept the King's penſion of 2009 
crowns, and 25,900 franks, for paying her poor 
creditors; who, not having been Fein Werp 
very willing to pocket the affront of being pai 

their own, without ſtanding upon; the manner of 
its being done. They ſay Ludre Rill.continues ap 
Bandlome as ever. N * 


Indeed, indeed, child, J could fing 


in my heart to ſcold you handſomely, for making 


ef reſignation, it is truly meritorious,; hut if it is 


ſtiong: in a;word; that it would pleaſe God to re- 
ſtore you your health, with, all its circumſtances 
and appendages. | 


— 


You 


LY 


IJ have acquainted the Princeſs of 


daughter or not? I told her, that you could not 


ſo flight of your inſufferable leanneſs ! If this is out 


from any other motive, you are certainly 0 blame; 
for my part, I am defirous to fee you plump and 


SSS Fe ©. 
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FPodu will allow, my dear, that it is 
quite natural that I Thould acquaint you with an 
accident that has happened this very day. You 
know my horſes,; and that they are eſteemed a 
very fine ſet: well, that one whom we called 


Fapourite, being in the field at work to-day, the 


driver gave him a cut, of his whip, which he took 
in ſuch high dudgean, that he began prancing and 
kicking like a fury, upon which they went to un- 


looſe bim; but off he ſat upon a full gallop, and 


running with great violence againſt a gate, killed 
himſelf upon the ſpot. .. When I ſaw.him in that 


condition, I ſaid, like Mr. de M, fee, what 
we muſt all come, to! and here ends my tale. 1 


would have you to know, that I Have. ſupported 
this misfortune like an heroine, and that it ſhall 
not ſtop my journey to Paris one ſecond of time... 


EE dw wp a a Mr LT mn nm ner 
LETTER DLIX:* 
To the Same. 
The Racks, Sunday, 6 Of. r680. 
EE 3 F rave kept pace with you, my 
dear. child, in all your moments. of inquietude;.. 
diſtance is cruel, on theſe, occaſions z we torment 


ourſelves at the, very time we ſhould rejoice : and, 
heaven be praiſed, we have not hitherto had any 


cauſe to ..xepent our. having rejoiced,. when we 
ſhquld, have mourned., The indiſpolation of your 
brothets was nothing more than common, nor at- 
tended With the, leaſt bad. conſequenca. They * 

8 _ Terved-. 
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ſerved the Engliſhman's preſcriptions, as if you 
' youtſelf bad been preſent to nurſe them, as y 

did our poor dear Abbe; like him they found the 
benefit of their obſeryance. They are now per- 


n preſent to nurſe them, as you 


fectly well, and write me word, that they think of 

ſetting gut incontinently. Nothing now was 

wanting but to know this, to have ſet your mind 

aàt eaſe; but then, when one is ſo far off, one is a 

prey to every kind of dreary imaginations. The 
TE 


does not come in every day, and when it does, 
there is ſuch palpitations, ſuch terrors! I know 
but too well what theſe kind of torments are; a 


| Health fo delicate as your's, and liable to ſuch fre- 
quent reverſes, together with that thin habit of 


body, which is ſo little ſuited to reſiſt the attack of 


| Tuch a fever as you had laſt year, cannot fail giving 


me ſubject for many melancholy refleQions. TI en- 


deavour, indeed, to guard againſt them as much as 


poſſible, but they often. prove too ſtrong for me; 
and know perfealy well how to chuſe the moment 


for making their attacks. 


The reflections which you make 
concerning the diſappointments moſt of our projects 
meet with, are perfectly juſt and reaſonable. This 
is one of my common meditations ; infomuch, that 
I comfort myſelf for the little interruptions that at- 
tend the hopes of ſeeing you at Paris, by the appre- 
henſion J ſhould'be under, left fome unforeſeen ac- 
cident ſhould happen, was my joy on that proſpect 
to be pure and uninterrupted : I, therefore, ſuffer 
it to be a little clouded, that I may behold its ap- 
proach with more confidence, How has your au- 
tumn, which promiſed to paſs ſo agreeably, been 
crouded' by an unlooked-for ſtorm in the midſt of 
its ſunſhine! But I am in hopes theſe elouds 4 


| 
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all blow over, that the ſky will again become ſe- 


rene, and your joys ſuffer only: a little retard ment. 


You will ſoon have Mr. de Grignan from Mar- 


ſeilles, and your brothers from Paris. I am quite 


in the dark as to the Coadjutor's affair; I fancy it 
will coſt him ſome money, and this may, perhaps, 
be worſe than the fever; for, I believe, the Eng- 
liſhman, with all his ſkill, has no noſtrum againſt 


the neceſſity of paying money, as he has againſt 


the fever. 


Indeed I cannot ſufficiently admire 


your having paſſed two hours in company with A 
Janſeniſt, without diſputation ; you muſt have an 


excellent ſtock of patience,. to have liſtened to all 
his trite and inſipid maxims. I aſſure you, that 
notwithſtanding you have often ſo politely waved 
this ſubje&, I have ever believed you to be of the 
ſame opinion with myſelf ; and was not a little 
mortified, that you would not permit me to have a 
little chat with you, upon a ſubje that I am fond 
of, knowing, as I do, that at the bottom you are 
perfectly right and orthodox in you ſentiments. I 
could never have had fo much patience with theſe 


reverend fathers. I met one of them at Vichi, 


and we went together by the ears at the firſt viſit, 
which ſo diſconcerted the good man's ſpirit, that 
he was obliged to go to Saint Mion to drink the 
waters, to cool himſelf. As you read St. Paul's 


epiſtles, you are at the fountain head; and, there- 2 


fore, I will ſay no more to you on the ſubject, Let 
us now talk a little of your poor brother. | 


A raſcally furgeon at Paris, after 
having made him ſwallow a ſhop-fullof medicines, 
aſſured him, that he is perfectly cured, and has 
LS nothing 
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- — Mord to do than follow 2 A milk di Wo 1 2 
little time, juſt to cool and purify his blood, 'Your 
brother followed tris advice, but ſoon found bim- 
ſelf in a condition that made Him curſe both doctor 
and preſcription; and not only Toft a time that 
was very ' precious; but was 721 Ei th obliged to 
apply to the other perſon, who, As. fiold Tok has 
great ſkill, and is now managing Him in ſuch a 
manner, as to give us great hopes, that ere long 
his health will be perfectly recovered. ' Madame 
de Marbeuf, a very pretty little woman from 
Vitrs, and myſelf, do all in our power to, amuſe 
and divert him; and ſometimes a neighbour ot two 
Kep in to make a party at ombre with him. He is 
very patient, and, What with play and his books, f 
which he has:ſtill a reliſh, he makes Thift to Wi 
his time tolerably well. Methinks T hear you fay, 
6 But after all, my dear mama, is not his diſorder 
gueſſed at? Why, yes, child; there is no need 5 
of being a conjurer to find it out, But as I ſaid 
before, he is very patient; and the beſt joke is, 
that his preſent fituation Ib him a ſhame that H 
would be inſupportable, if this accident had hap» 
pened to him in che field; in ſhort, when he re- ye 
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flects when and how, and under what a ſhew of || © 
friendſhip: his eaſy youth has been impoſed upon, * 
he is perfectly indifferent who knows of it, as if 1 
theſe circumſtanees would either leſſen the preſent * 
pain; or the offence he has given to God. We m 1 
teuly ſay in this caſe;: Vopinione reging del bes * 
Opinion rules the word In ſhort, my dear, this f 
poor brother of: \your's Would make You pity him, 2 
was you to ſee what he endures. I believe 1 ſhall : 


now have nn opportunity of requiting bim, for the 
care he too of me when I was ill. NP. will 
eee ineto be in debtto hirn. 4 
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The Prince is very ill, and France 
may poſſibly loſe this great Captain, My fon 
ſends you many. kind remembrances ; he is over- 
joyed at the thought of our ſeeing you this winter; 
and both of us flatter ourſelves, that this journey 
will prove more agreeable, and leſs.fatiguing, than - 
the laſt, If you was as good as you ſhould be, 
you would give me the pleaſure of letting me 
know, that you will go to Lyons in a litter; and 
that as far as Montelimart, at leaſt; you will keep 
the great road, without attempting thoſe terrible 
precipices, where, to ſave half a mile, Madame 
de Coulanges ran the hazard of being daſhed in 
pieces half a ſcore times. If you would abuſe me 
in this reſpect, it would ſave my poor imagination 
many terrors that it ſuffers. from thoſe dreadful. 
banks of the Rhone. 4 


1 The Abbe de Pontcarre writes me 
word, that the ſon of Mr. de Morant, Counſellor 

of State, is nominated Intendant of Provence. 
He is very much of the gentleman, and I believe 
you will like him. Mr. de Morant is own nephew 
to Madame de Leuville, a friend of Mr, de Grig- 

nan's. TI think you are very happy in having the 

Archbiſhop of Arles with you, and ſuch frequent 

opportunities of profiting by his good converſation, 

You make ſeveral very ſolid reffections, and J 

make ſome on my ſide alſo; indeed, how can one 
fail of making reflections on what daily paſſes be- 

fore our eyes? Pray aſſure the worthy Prelate ot 

my reſpectful eſteem. | | 
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51 RTE a How I pity you for giving 
yourſelf up to ſuch cruel anxieties as you do: be- 
lieve me, you have not ſtrength to ſupport them: 
you put your blood in a ferment ; you waſte your 
ſpirits, and blind yourſelf, and are for ever fearing 
the worſt. Alas! my dear child, the very day 
after you wrote your laſt letter, you muſt have 
found that your brothers were perfectly recovered ; 
in ſhort, no one was in danger but yourſelf, thro? 
your too great ſenſibility of heart, and vivacity of 

imagination: I foreſaw and felt for all that you 
have ſuffered. The Chevalier muſt be ſet out by 
this time, and you muſt have found eaſe from your 
fears. I cannot chuſe, but admire the curious pre- 
caution of thoſe who would not tell you of. your 
| brother's illneſs, but left you to be made acquainted Þ ,, 
with it, by a letter that was not directed to you, 
and which: certainly made more of the affair than I 

there was really in it. I hope, my dear, what I 
have wrote you concerning your brother Sevigne's 
diſorder will not give you freſh uneaſineſs ; he has | 
indeed a great deal yet to ſuffer; but as he has a 

great ſhare of patience, as he is reſolved to be com- 0 
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pletely cured, and as there is no danger, you will 
not, I truſt, alarm yourſelf upon his account or 
mine. He is ſo happy in being here, that I could I th 
not prevail on him to liſten to a propoſal T made 
him of ſetting out immediately for Paris in a litter, I ſo 


. 
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on account of the pains in his head, while Twould | 
follow him in my coach. He has a great con- 
fidence in the perſon who has the care of him 
here ; he has left a week or ten days of bad wea- 
her, to be at length as if he had been waſhed ſeven 
times in the river Jordan. In ſhort, I will inform 
you of all the conſequences of this curious adven- 
ture as they ariſe. Mr. de la Rochefoucauld, who 
wrote ſo many extraordinary things, would cer- 
tainly never have let this have paſſed him. What 
do you think of my ſon while he was at Paris, tel- 
ling the whole hiſtory of his misfortunes. to Ma- 
dame de la Fayette, and about a dozen ladies more 
of her acquaintance ? Was not this a pretty kind 
of a ſecret to truſt with half a ſcore perſons ? For 
my part, I never was more ſurpriſed in my life, 

than to find how light. he made of this affair. 1 
imagined he would have ſuffered death, ſooner 
than have opened his lips about it to any one ; but 
ſince he is ſo very communicative, I ſee-no reaſon 


why I may not be the ſame. ' 


Meme de. vins v writes me 607 
that Mr, de Vendome and Mr. de Morant are go- 
ing to ſet out for Provence; this will determine 
Mr. Grignan in his reſolutions, by giving him a 
proſpect of the end of that career, which he has 
run ſo nobly, and by which he has merited the 
brighteſt rewards > who knows but fate has them 


yet in ſtore for him? Mr. d' Hautefort is dead, 


fo that there is another blue garter vacant. He 


could never be prevailed on to take the Engliſh 


medicine, hecauſe it was too dear. He was told 
that at moſt the expence would not be above forty 
piſtoles: Ah! cried he, that's too much,” and 


ſo expired, Moxs EIN EUR has been cured by 


this 


—— — — 
* 
1 


almaſt turns my poor head. 


this ſpecific ;, what will become now of che fa - 


culty ? 3 


M.-yůntgobert tells me, that you will 
o to Paris; I am going to write her a letter of 
94 for this good news, and aſſure her how 
happy it makes me. Your, brother's illneſs, by: 
giving me a little concern, frees me from the ap- 


wile give me. 


prehenſion that an uninterrupted joy would other- 


2 „ arewel, my deareſt girl, continue 
well, gather ſtrength, eat, ſleep, and recover your 


former health. Madame de Marbeuf is ſtill here; 


ſhe makes you a thouſand compliments; ſhe is de- 
termined not to leave my ſon, fill ſhe has ſeen 
um daily hanged * ; it is the moſt friendly creature 
in the world! Poor Count! he had great occaſion. 
indeed to hurry again to Toulon and Marſeilles, 
to be at a great deal of pains to ſpend a great deal 
of money, and, after all, to be obliged to go and. 
meet Mr. de Vend%me : the thought of all this 


? 
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| Y ſon is in a condition truly 
pitiable; he is ſo thin, ſo ſhrivelled, and ſo de- 


jected, and his beard is of ſuch an horrible length, 


that you would not know him again; and yet, 
when he has any intervals of eaſe, he plays at om- 
bte, and chats: he loves to be fondled, and thinks 
he begins to recover. It vexes me when I think 
for whom he ſuffers! for an ingrate, nay, what is 
ſtill worſe, for one whom he has not, nor- ever 
had any real love for. Madame de Coulanges 
writes me very comically that the cure of the lady 
is a public benefit. Her letter is very amuſing. 
She propoſes, as every one does that knows you, 
no ſmall pleaſure to herſelf in enjoying your 
neighbourhood this winter, and renewing old 
connections. As you have Mr. de Coulanges 
with you, I doubt not of your being perfectly hap- 
py; now is the time for putting a trick upon Mr. 
de Grignan; it would be no bad joke to put the 
little body Coulanges in a box, or ſuppoſe the 
Abbe Viani's Theorbo caſe, for you can never 
pretend to produce him fimply, as you can another 
perſon. I muſt oonfeſs that-I was altogether for 
the journey to Rome *; there were a thouſand 


* See the letter of the 18th Sept, 85 9 
| circumſtances 
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circumſtances that rendered it agreeable; and 1 
had, e ter, a thouſand little reaſons of my 
own WMürich I could yet produce if there was occa- 
ſion for them, but that would be like bringing an 
army into the field when there was no enemy to 
engage. I am extremely glad that Coulanges has 
followed your advice, Which was much preferable 
to any other; I ſhould be glad to ſee the little 
man again. N dom de Coulanges had no reaſon 

on her ſide to: wiſh him to make the journey in 
queſtion, for his company is far from being irk- 


{ome to her.... 1 

What ſay you, my dear, of Mont- 
gobertis mind now, or rather of her heart? Is it 
not exactly what I undertook to anſwer, that it 
was? I was intimately well acquainted with it, 
though it was concealed beneath certain difqui- 
etudes, apprehenſions, and anxieties, that all pro- 
ceeded from friendſhip, attachment, and jealouſy; I 


and when you ſaid, f de. 
VDRISfH) 30: enn eee | TED. | 
Mind not my heart, while I perform my duty*, Ii 


Day ewornz 750 2502-210 71309; © + "12 ne 
I, you know, aid; quite the contrary; 1 alwaysho 
withed:: for, lome of thoſe happy converſations oth 
which ſo much contribute to reſtore drooping ma 
friendſhip, - and in which every accent, every h. 
look, creates a deſirable effect. I did mentionſor 
this to you, but the time was not come; every arm 
thing muſt have its time, even to the boiling of an 
egg ; but after all, L am ſurpriſed that Montgo- 
bert has not made me acquainted with this pieceſſq; 
of good news, knowing, as ſhe does, how much 
J intereſt; myſelf, therein. You ſee now that we 


* Qu'importe de mon cœut, ſ je fais mon dero? 3 dom. 
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are not always to judge by appearances; you 
imagined that there was little or nothing in that 
heart, and you have found to the contrary, You 
may poſſibly find the ſame with regard to that of 
your neighbour* ; I have obſerved a great tender- 
neſs and ſenſibility in that quarter. I am ſorry 
that you have not yet met with one of thoſe happy 
moments, in which the ſoul ſpeaks fo intelligibly. 
I The friendſhip that has ſubſiſted was not of that 
kind which is formed for ſaying, ** I did love you 
once, but I love you no longer,” but to be ſolid 
and unſhaken. The coolneſs that at preſent ſub- 

Wiſts between you and him is ſo much the more 
nt - ¶ dangerous, as it is concealed beneath a ſmiling 
 itMoutſide, and a number of civil and obliging 
itſhſpeeches; in a word, there is an appearance of 
it, ſomething without any foundation: to return your 
ui-Mown deſcription of it, it is “ a perfect retrench- 
ro-Ement of every kind of connection, confidence, 
Ynd affection;“ a curious kind of friendſhip in- 
Need! a very curious kind of friendſhip! I ſhall 

pe apt to ſay to you as the Marſhal de Gramont 

Neid on another occaſion, **: Why, good folks, 
though I make you embrace each. other, I ſee 
'ay*Wothing that ſhould hinder your cutting one an- 
ons other's throats, whenever you pleafe.” All theſe 
ing matters, however, will put on a different face, 
ery Fwhen the time comes. I long moſt impatiently 
tion Wor that which is to give you once more to my 
veryprms. Kan VE 


Madame de Marbeuf is with. me 


tgo- 

* ſtill; we are happy in her company, and ſhe in 
uc | J YR SITES 
wel * The perſon here hinted at by Mad, de Sevigne was Mr, de la 


arde, whoſe Barony lay contiguous to the Countſhip (or Earl» 
dom) of Mr. de Grignen. ' LY vary 
1 a ours, 
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outs, and yet ſhe will be going, from no other 
reaſon that I'know, but -that people cannot be 
contented when they are well. She has written to 
Mr. de Coulanges, to acquaint him of the good 
fortune of Mademoiſelle Deſcartes, to whom the 
Ducheſs of Chaulnes has given a pretty penſion. 
This young lady is as learned as her uncle and 
yourſelf.» 36 ly dS | 
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DRIED O47 1 Am highly pleaſed. with your . 
laſt letter; but after all it was too long, and mult} I 
have fatigued you, otherwiſe it was very accept- a 
able, and made no inconſiderable part of our fi 
tranquil domeſtic amuſements; nor would it have pr 
failed of finding a place, even in the midſt of the. ol 
dazzling pleaſures of Verſailles, had I been there. go 
There are certain things in life which no objects, ¶ ne 
no diſſipations, can ever drive from the remem- 
brance. ie 11 75 IEF: | 
Arn > $19 905 T7195 tab 's is are 
As to myſelf, my dear, I am as 
well as can be wiſhed, and have found infinite 
benefit from my linſeed tea. You are certainly 
capable to teach me many things; but I will not 
apply to you, nor any greature living, for directions 
in ſincerity and friendſhip; no, I am incapable off whe 
hiding from you any diſorder I ſhould labour We 


under, 


Foy 
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under. I do not love to deceive you; but do 
you, my dear, act with the ſame openneſs towards 
me-? do you tell me, without diſguiſe, the true 
Rate of that ſame breaſt of your's ? Indeed, I have 
lately received great comfort from Montgobert's 
letters, for as ſhe has frequently told me the truth, 
which you would ſometimes conceal from me, I 
can put the greater confidence in her preſent aſ- 
ſurances relating to your amendment: but I can- 
not conceive how it comes about that ſhe has not 
ſaid a ſyllable to me of the infinite ſatisfaction ſhe 
muſt have received in being perfectly reconciled to 
you. Your different ſentiments with regard to 
each other, gave me no little uneaſineſs; I was 
perfectly well acquainted with her heart, and 
could ſee to the bottom of it, through all the little 
miſts and vapours with which it was obſcured. 
You know, 1 told you that I was ſure you would 
find it fair as you could wiſh ; own, then, that 
I was not deceived, and that it is impoſſible for 
any one td love you in middling way: but in 
fine, I hope you are now entirely cured of your 
prepoſſeſſions; however, I muſt fill return to the 
old ſtrain, and declare my aſtoniſhment at Mont- 
gobert's having fo long delayed to make me a part- 
ner in her ſatisfaction. 95 4 


When I read the impoſſibility you 
are ſtill under of bearing Mademoiſelle de Grig- 
nan's noble reſolutions, it brought the tears in my 
eyes: what can be the meaning of this emotion, 
this overflowing of the heart, in regard to a thing 
that we approve, that we applaud, and are pleaſed 
with ? Her noble reſolutions: inſpires every one 
who knows her with admiration and affection. 
We look her as 2 diſtinguiſhed by 

Vor. VIII. * particular 


50 - "LETTBRS' © FOT ME” \ 1. 
narticular gifts from heaven. 'Telbme your ſen- 
timenis upon this ſabjest; let me know how you 
have planned your: intended journey, and give me 
eredii for- all that hearteſelt joy I experience on 
our apprazching! returng? though, indeed, if I 
wanted to leſſen it, I need not ſeek far. I have too 
ſerious a ſubject of uneaſimeſt in my ſon. As his 
head-ach and fevers continue to baffle the power 
cf all the medicines he has hitherto tried, Ihave 
endeavoufeda to perſuade him to go to Paris, that 

-:fduntath of fills andtcures; but he will not hear of 

at, bg looks upon theowtiole as a trifle. Lord 
help mei I have ſort bf povier over. my chil- 
drenl ; The poor hid ſeems to think himſelf (very 
happy where he is he divertschimſelf wich reading, 
batting, ; and. now. and! then playin gat otmbre, 
He:feems+ pleaſed with my care οf him, and] 
think my ſelf happy tb have it ini power ti ub 
trihute anyuthing u lris eaſe. vitte deſines md t 
maled his. moſt a n 
he is almoſt every poſiig aing do write t9 you, hut 

bis pains prevent him framuaking pen in Band. 1 
will let o a K nh alþthiirurns out, perhaps I *£ 
we may be ſuipriſeck with ſome agtreeable and 

unlopked far change. ih 360! of ga⁰̈f e 1540). 

1 1 „ eis eit 19d ai 
| Il find that you have Coulanges fill 1 
with you: reallyiimyr de ar, nyoù are a charming 
figuts, ſo h on A fat of apples at the Het 

your fig: tre e, with a baſket oi gs und grapes be- 
fore you! This is admirable, pfovided you have i -- 
ſtrength equal to your courage, and do not affect 
the airs of an atHleticperſen/ when in act you ter, 
ate but:ove:ofiqhe punyitribea Jr: true} ind sd, Ni a3 
that Mre deiCoulangenBlad prom ned o what he flog. 
would:keepaiitrict'eye upem uin 1 | 
„ 8 TAY ore 
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give me a faithful account of them, but I found 
in his very firſt letter that he had conſpired with 
the reſt to 5 8 me. 


Abt my fon Neri have burſt 
the other day, in ſpite of 
Mademoiſelle du Pleſſis, 
be uite inſupportable ſince 
of aline from you. You 
his ſame damſel happen 
other day more ridiculous 


to.ſay ſy! thing t ; 
9572 I, on 
8 0 00g am Na to her; „Real . 


not that I love to- 


great pity, for it pre niſed — extraordinary. 
You, will ſay, 1 is an anecdote very 
Male wort co r, hut it happened 
| roll be and 

F er „dee 
731 inn * 0 3 
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| "Ut N. you receive this let 
ter, you may ſay, ©* My mother is at Pa is.“ I 
ſhalt fer out 125 otrow * ornihg, and with 


gbes *fnly | ſon, in * * "Anding ſome relief in 
| m_ "7 om 
5 ri 0 4 | 
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that great city, which, with the poet, we 
ſay i 18, | 


may 


Thee ve of Very i 


Our 21 honeſt and Gi | 
told us, that the diſtempef 
does not dare hazard | 
alone likely to ſucceed, 

- be gone as ſoon as poſlible 
we may , he i 


conſequences. 8 Xe de termin 
ſet out, my ſon has 47, I to de per 
to undergo. the fatigh I i => . heach 


the reward of his t 8 
ject of our meditation for 

hours have brought about wh i 
would not have done ip | 
has pleaſed Provide I 
back to Paris by ou 7 
to meet vob. Howe 
give me an opportunity 
quite in readineſs to reed 


1 


"Sz" 

|. You ſay you are perſeAtl ' 

am ſure it is happy for me if you are ſo; 
be more than I could well ſupport to haye both 
my children ill under my eye. You warp high 

| ſpirits, my dear, when you wrote your laſſ letter, 


nothing can be prettier than your jealouly, the 
application you make of it is Sr and di- 


verted me exceedingly.” 


Farewel, aly dear, farewel; 1 ſpend 
| al my time in goſſipping to you, while I have a 


Et il fait les maux, il it le medecine.” 
EO OY . thouſand 


way 
our 
be | 
our? 
nels 
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thouſand things to do; I muſt go and help the 
good Abbé, and I have ſome papers to ſign. I 

ave had a farewel viſit from the Princeſs, who is 
extremely good and abliging, and from all the reſt 
of the good f 
while ſince, 8 
there m Li mn 
The ra pony 
coe ta * 


irts were not then turned; 
or all things, you know. 
> and God, [ truſt, will 


2 


* 
*. 
* 
* 
— 


GEESE hopes ; and I can- 

mance hes made ne- 
bout what you ſeem 
t | {hull be there ready 
bur arrival. I could never have 
vawd. have turned out in this 


I 

| | 

8 ode San: 

»h 5 F | | 
4 - 8 _ Malicorne, Wedneſday, 23 Other 1580. 


he 1 2 

li- Wo We rr. here we are on our 
way fax aris, full of the moſt pleaſing hopes on 
our arrival there; and indeed there is no time to 

nd be loſt in procuring ſome relief for this poor lad of 

_—_ our's ; his conſtant pains in his head, t: e uncaſi- 
nels this cauſes in him, together with a beard like 


ind ">" 3 Lau- 


have wiſhed me gone a long 


tet Hexe thro” the high vencration in which 


. 
A 
1 
9 

KH 
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Lauzun *, habe ch ange d him in ſuch 2 manner 
that he is hardly to be known again. We endea- 
vour to render the journey as eaſy to him as poffi- 
ble, fo that we go at a ſnaiPs pace and leiſure, as 
he ean ſeldom get a wink of fleep till day- break, 
we cannot ſet out till near ty E in the morn- 
ing, and we get in juſt will 2 in 
it impoſſible to reach Sab 
up our quarters in a lit 


any apprebenſion ab 
as I told you the 
Jordan ſrom when 
immacula te: 


* 


providence but 


me a pain there: I 
which there is ſo la 
obſetvation and ex ami 
not difcourſe as well * F 
philoſophy ? And why de d not ſtill (ay, as you 
did laſt year, that our apptehenſions, our reaſonings, 
our determinations, and concluſions, are only fo 
many executioners of the will pf heaven? Is not 
this an inexhauſtible ſubject, fraught with the moſt 
entertaining variety? For inſtance, I think it would 
be hardly poſſible to inform you of the one half 
of what has paſſed at the Rocks during theſe laſt 
two months: the conſidence repoſed in Mperſon 
thought to be very ſkilful in his profeſſion, the 
* Mr, de Lauzun never would ſuffer his beard to be ha red 
while he remained in confinement at Pigntrol, . AA 


wi 


| wilful 


— 


2 | | | 
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wilful- blindneſs, the affected lazineſs, the fond- 
neſs for home, the diſregard of my advice, from a 
want of proper diſpoſition of mind, and of that of 
every other friend who wanted us to be gone, and 
the reaſons that · prevented me from contradifting z 
all this, n aly my: averſion” to a longer 
ſtay, all thisyl ſay, hab made ſuch a ſatrago of ſen- 
timents and. opinions; that it would give any one 
a diforder af the Jungs only to recount them: all 
this appeared to me as a great machine, of which 


providence managed the ſprings and wheels, and 


the reſult of Which, I thought, I could plainly 
foreſeeg when-»atl on: a ſudden our black Was turn 
ed towhite; Har we were before ſo very fond of 
we now held in-deteſtation; the hated Paris be- 
cams a deſirable object, my advice was liſtened to 
and approved, my ſincerity ackowledged, their 


own Caſe appeared in its true colour, and in two 


days time away we moved, and are now burning 


vritk i ce to arrive! on the banks of our 
Jordan; re” for ſueh 1 it will be after all. duch mat- 


ters will furniſh ys with infinite ſubject for conver- 
ſation, my dear; and altho' this hurry has not been 


altogether upon your account, yet I ſhall by this 
means be the better prepared to receive you. Take 


word for it, that there is no experiment in phi- 
Joseph 12 


6phy more'ambſmig than the inveſtigation of the 
conne tion and diverſity of our ſeveral ſentiments, 


| fo thatryou' ſee, it is Gbd's will) nt VE Fee 


in a thouſand: diffexent. Way 690 I 


3 i 10% „ 
| = . 2 My endes wo re obli ing TS 
ee o let the Archbiſhop ney ge much 


you afe ebncerned atchis departure ; It ĩs doing my 
pho! letters amd nevertheleſs I am ex- 
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tremely happy that you find me ſerviceable to you 
in any reſpecc e. EY 


II had quite forgotten to mention 
Madame de Ville-Dieu-to-you 5:-did the poor crea- 
ture die after that violent fit? I was acquainted 
with the departure of Mr. de Vendòôme and your 
Intendant, and I ſaid juſt as you do. Farewel, 
my dear child, it is time to go to bed; we have 
not been able to take a walk in any place, we muſt 
have ſome time to reſt ourſelves, for to- morrow 
we ſet out again. My Abbe and our poor Invalid 
{ſend a thouſand rind remembtances to you. In 
the midſt of all the anxieties I have mention- 
ed to you, I chear myſelf with the pleaſing 
proſpect of ſoon beholding you, and embracing 


you with all the overflowiags of, maternal affec- 


don. | 

"LE TCR DERY.. . 
To the Same. . 

| 1 | j 
Paris, Wedneſday, 30 October, 1680. 
1 15 | 1 Arrived bere laſt night, my dear, 
with the weather moſt delightfully fine; if you are 
wiſe, as I take you to be, you will make hay 
while the ſun ſhines, and not wait till the change 
of the moon, which may bring with it heavy rains 
and bad roads. I wrote to you from Malicorne 


in what manner we endeavoured-to beguile the 
; i ſuffe r- 
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nifferings of your poor brother; we have at 9 
ſucceeded fo happily, that we have got rid of his 
fever and other complaints; fo that the matter is 


no more than to recover him, and not to raiſe him 
from the dead; and this we are going to ſet about 


with all our ſtrength. 


I found the Chevalier here at our | 


arrival, we had a great deal of chat; he told me 
ſeveral particulars that were very agreeable, which 


1 will communicate to you, for I fancy he has not 


thought it prudent to commit them to writing. I 
am greatly pleaſed that he is under this roof, and 
wiſh he could remain- here; however, he will not 
leave this neighbourhood, as his chief intereſt lies 
here; the knowledge of this, I believe, cannot 
fail of giving you pleaſure. 1 OE 


* You deſire me to receive you with 


ſenſible joy; alas! my ſweet girl, how can it bz 


otherwiſe ? The Chevalier and I have both ſeen © 


your apartment, it is really very pretty, and I am 


ſure will ple aſe you. I find that Madame de Ville- 
Dieu is to take Paulina with her; we had much 


rather_ ſhe had come up with you, that would in- 
deed have been a pleaſure. Mr. de la Garde 
writes me word, that Paulina took my advice laſt 


year, and ſowed her petticoat to your's in the pret- 


tieſt manner imaginable. I perfectly well gueſs at 


your vexation, in not having taken ycur leave of 


the Archbiſhop. Alas! my dear, what can we 
think in taking leave of a perſon of his age +? 
Whatever has the air of an eternal farewel mult 


hurt a feeling heart. 

+ This relates to the Archb. oy of Arles, who was then near 
80 years old, 

15 D 5 Tae 
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Aix, nor in your own houſe; 
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pe "Hitches" WH" Nc. ge Cou- 


5 made are extreniely pretty: your houſe 
muſt have been prodigiouſly thronget, to ſtifle his 
bi i. - ; + £3 74. LT 471 


1 F - 


£3135} B46 S £3 Bs. fry s e F C7 
vivacity;**in'a Word, To large à company at one 


"time is to much, it wearies even me with all my 
love for popularity. I thank heaven you will not 
be in the way to ruin yourſelf Op either at 

cy nor_in'y | how does my ſoul 

"exult at the near approaching proſpect of | your re- 


ruff! To hort,.T ſhould be too Happy, were it 


not för che aflay T find in my ſon's illtneſs. The 


Cos — is ſet out, he has ſettled the manner of 
Mr. qe Vendome's interview With Mr. de Grig- 


nen“ it is fuffitiehe ko know, once for all, how 
things ate to be; and when the King's orders are 


followed, there is no room for complaint. I (hall 
finiſh my leiter this evening, when I will inform 
you of all that I have heard and ſeen. 

HW Joy 315339 C3.506 $3953 1 

4 11192 2! Welk then, I bave ſeen my good 

"Feds. Madante d la Fayette ſpent the whole af. 
ternosh with me; ſhe finds greit relief from the 
affes milk: Madame de Schomberg does not ap- 
"pear to have put my noſe out of joint there, altho' 
"there is a great intercourſe of words between theſe 
two new friends. Do, you not remembe; What we 


' bfed' tp temark about the pleaſure there ig in ſhew- 


ing out tfidksts to yew achuaintance ? Nothing 
could be 'mbre, julf' than this oblervatiun; | every 
thing appears neu, "every thing is an 3 9 8 ad- 

mifarion, and ffelſeb are laviſhed out of number. 


„ Meswing theteiemobidll that was to Ve obferved between the 
Duke de Vendéme ard the Count of Grighan," on the frfival of 
the former to take upon him the Government of Provence. 

3 a1 ©. 4 of ba 
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There” is a gfeat deal woe of elf. fove in theſe 


kind of friendſhips than of eſteem of r confidence, ſo 
that 5 the whole I I do not think J. 1. aum calf by 
like * Id Tas, 4 12d 11 ER 3th; %% 
_ . Montge Nabe has wrote me wonders 
aboilt yAUt re-ufſion; Sngeſorth hardly think it 

poflible that you "ſrculd be ſef parated,. I knew, the 
otto 'of hep heart, and Where all your little 
1502 b Would end. It ſeems then that you 


have m oe 15 fame viſit, 200 1459 ae could. 
Binder y temp gr 1 5 of thel E eie 
ras to mg al ug 


e 55 lay oy at y YOU 
and oft 6e Gag, the Do alter bas 


1010 me how he was in 4 like 6ccaſion obliged to 


drag you by force out of your litter, to gr 


you from being daſhed. in'pieces'; fot my part, L 
cannot conceive the . — you take in running 
theſe haza rds , pow ou can ſo cooly, contem- 
plate held hortible gulp Shs: that threaten to ſ wallow - 
you up every inſtant. What can induce you, 
child, to pique yourſelf upon ſhe wing more intre- 
pidity than the Chevalier? Do yew think that your 
many. aimable accompliſnmenta ſtand iti need of this 
additional qualification? The ga and rhyming 
turn of, Mr. de Coulanges mu pertainly be of 
great Hruice in theſe K idiof expeditions. .. Man 
dame, de ended eee l many oblig- 
ing bb ben gen accouati as ell as myowny . 
00 IM 911% n Madalny de : 

bs 14% & # 24 & Fayette, ame 

ta din, the Marchjonely G Huxelles,, and Ma- 
dame de Begnolas haue furniſhed, me with a whole 
budget full of news, Mademdiſelle d Amelot was 
1 laſt Sunday | without a creature knowing 
any thing of it, to one Mr. de Vaubecourt, a 
D: 6 1 ſpick 


bo LeTTERS or THE 
(pick and ſpan new ſuiter; he is of a gocd fami- 
ty, tho but of a middling fortune; his mother is 


of the houſe of Chalons. It has 2 very 
well, to prevent us being teaſed this winter, as we 
were the laſt, with her amorous ſighings. 


Adieu, my dear child, we are all 


buſied in preparing for your reception. Here now 


is another inſtance of the unſeaſonable things that 
abſence and diſtance make us ſay and do; toe tell 
me you wiſh that I could meet you here, t 


word, my dear, I was once very near doing ſo; 
but after all, here I am, here I am, my dear child, 


to my no ſmall ſatis faction. 
FFF 
ol ER MEASL:.: 
e de 
2 N 1 > Yi n ard 1 6 n 
Paris, Friday, All Saint, 5 November, 1680. 


ae Ms ME de Coulanges ac- 
quaints me, that ſhe has received one of the moſt 
diverting and 2 letters imaginable from you, 
which, ' ſhe ſays,” ſhe never can read over often 
enough, and yet you have the face to write me word 
by the very ſame poſt, that your ſtyle is as flat and 
inſipid as that lady's who wrote to Mr. de Cou- 
langes in my letter. Upon my word, you deſerve 
to be heartily ſcolded when you talk in this man- 
Poets pets” "Aux 


a 
. 
; 


— 


inking 
that I am to paſs my winter in Brittany; in a 
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ou without diſguiſe, and agreeable to the dictates 
of ſound reaſon, Mr. de Grignan ought ts make 
you ſet off without waiting till he has finiſhed the 
ceremony of receiving Mr. de Vend6me ; this de- 
lay will carry you far into the month of January, 
the thought of which is inſupportable. Mr. de 
Vendome ſtays at every place; he will be above a 
week at Orleans, he will ſpend five or fix days in 


you ſee the ſtaying to receive him, the conducting 
him to Aix, and the bringing him back with you 
again, will take up an infinite deal of time; and it 
will be ſhewing very little regard to your health or 
ſafety, to put off your journey in this manner, 
This is what my attention to every thing that re- 
> lates to your eaſe and welfare prompts me to write 
to you. I with that this piece of advice may prove 
as needleſs, and come as unſeaſonably, as do moſt 


TV!... . dt. Rd Sn. on 
- 


of thoſe things that paſs between two perſons at 


ſuck a diſtance as we are from each other; and 
that, when this letter comes to hand, you may al- 
ready have fixed the day of your departure in like 
>, [manner as your letter exprefſes. Your apprehen- 

ſtons that 1 ſhould paſs the winter in Brittany, 
e- [found me ſnug in Paris. | 
v, | Aſter embracing you molt cordial- 
en y. my dear Count, I muſt tell you that the above 
rd fs addreſſed to your lordſhip, which tenderneſs and 


nd ſffeion ought to influence you with the fame cares 


u- And apptehenſions as theſe which I experience. 


n- | Ie is ſaid thet Madame de Schom- 


Ik you would have me ſpeak to 


hunting with the Archbiſhop of Lyons; ſo that 


62 LIT TERS GETHRE | 
in the Fauxbourg of St. Germain. It is re- 
ally very ti iyerting to ſee the ſtrict obſerva. 
heal that are. made Fo the new...conneRion 
betwe oP boy, and, Madaine. Je. 1 la Fay- 
ette. Stu eee it that this. inti- 
cy; will. fo Mat perde 9 9 out of all 
e ; and 9 1s ſtill ſo much heradmirer, . as to 
leaſed with the thought. Brancas is juſt diſ- 
tracted about it png the oddeſt things in life. 
If. If Madame de Coulanges ſhould Aber berielf on 
them all by ,gontiaQipg a frlepdſhip and intimacy 
with you, it Not 9971 ee diverting effect 
imaginable : as f tall cakes great care of 
what I, have already Dies LA I. may write, ſome- 
"8, to reward me for, my 122 ſefvices... Corbi- 
nelli and I; are 1279 of opiniot that nothing more 
is wanting to compleat * ce but friend- 
W n 509i 25 10 292 HO E102 24, (4 5 i u 
Fr 3 * An ent *L $50; 5 4251 532 
5 Owl Adieu, MY \ eff chi ds, it;,grows 
late. 1 have been gverwhelmed with viſits. , You 
2 4 9 at, py. fore 9 but I. cannot bear 
to drive o Lande „ bean ove oi 
Anse THE 5 39 1399 rc 28 181 
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20 3 deat, I muſt adviſe fa 


- FO 271 

you. 40 bes in that journey, as ſdon as it: ic poſſi offible ; ex; 

for if you ſtay till Mr. de Grignan bes di chafged 50 
al 


MARCHIONESS DE SEVIGNE, 
all his duties, you muſt lay aſide all thoughts. of 
coming this winter. Methinks the regard he has 
| for you ſhould not ſuffer him to think of expoſing 
vou to the cold weather and bad roads, at leaſt a 


conduct of that kind would be unaccountable to 
nel, b gie on e , b 
| 45 1 1 9 A ft. una een el 
5 © - Certainly you are born never to taſte a 
moments caſe. or pleaſure, fince I find.you paſſing 
'- WH fo ſlightly over your ſtay in Paris, to dwell upon 
N WW your return to Grignan, I believe few perſons, be- 
J Wl fides yourſelf, would perplex themſelves with ſuch 
t WW thoughts amidſt the hurry of a removal. For 

1 patt, my dear child, I eannot imagine what ſhould 
2 


make you think of leaving Paris, hen once you 
are here; you will be lodged as much at your eaſe 
as you can defire, your bail will be renewed for 
four years, your expences certain; and if you (Mr. 
de Grignan, I ſhould ſay) have an inclination to 
, avoid the very extraordinary: ones: you have long 
been at, this is the only place in the world where 
ou you may recruit. As for Aix, it is a bottomleſs 


1544 
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of returning thither; but, in the firft place, let me 
ſee you here; that is the firſt object of my wiſhes. 


- 75.2 ,- + Mademoiſelle de Meri is fixed in a 
lodging to her mind, ſhe will have all the time the 
can deſire to ſettle herſelf, nothing need hurry her; 
ſhe ſees plainly that I am much better pleaſed to have 
her here, while ſhe can be fo, than to have farther MW: 
to go in ſearch of her; it was in order to bring her: 
to a determination, that I wrote to you; for when 
people are irrefolute, they are in a perpetual ina- {Md 
bility of doing what they would. She is much Mn 
better than ſhe was, ſhe can now ſpeak herſelf, and We 
hear what others ſay to her; we have a good deal Wt! 
of chat together in an evening. Ah, my dear n 
child, how eaſy is it for any one to live with me ! Im 
I am to be led any-where by a little complaiſance Wgr 
and ſociality, or even the appearance of confi- Wn 
dence; and really I believe that no perſon in the up 
woi ld is more ſuſceptible of the pleaſures of a friend- 
ly correſpondence than myſelf. I wiſh you could 
only be a witneſs how ſmoothly every thing goes, ſWvi 
en my couſin has a mind they ſhoutd do ſo: fheſ 
hinted to me the other day, that ſhe had heard in 
eneral what was my ſon's ailment, and that ſhe 
mould not be difpleaſed to know further particu- 
lars about it. I took this curiofity obliging in her, 
and therefore gave her à full account of all that 
affair, beſides other anecdotes that'T thought might 
be amuling to her: now this is what I call living 
together as one ſhould do; but when we cannot 
fay a thing but what is anſwered abruptly, whenſFhag 
one endeavours to behave in the moſt civil man-Þee 
ner, and yet nothing will pleaſe, when every ſub-$oge 
ject one treats upon is heard with a ſullen ſilence ber 
and the moſt public circumſtances are concea - 
5 | undet 


& 
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ie under the air of myſteries, when poſitive facts are 
treated as falſehoods and calumnies, and that dif- 
truſt, ill-nature, and t ven averſion, is manifeſted 
a in every look and word; I muſt confeſs that it 
de gives my poor heart great uneaſineſs, and Þ-can- 
r; ¶ not help reſenting ſuch behaviour a little. I can- 
ve ¶ not accuſtom myſelf to theſe crabbed ways; and if 
er Mit was only for the ſake of the nearneſs of blood, 
er Ja more mild treatment might be exxeaed. And 
en yet, my dear child, IT have often experienced theſe 
a- diſagreeable and unkind circumſtances; I ſhould 
ch I not mention this to you, but that the caſe is alters 
1d Ned to ay great ſatisfaction; and I declare to you, 
al that, if this change does but laft; it will give me 
ar Ino ſmall joy; yes, I repeat it, no ſmall joy: you 
« | may believe me when 77 a thing, for I am no 
ce great /ayer. In a word, I am quite ſatisſied, as 
fi- indeed a very ſmall matter will ſatisfy me; and, 
he upon occalion, I can accept of a ſuſpenſion of ill 
d- treatment as a mark of friendſhip : by what I have 
11d {aid you may judge how pleaſed I ſhould be, if ci- 
es, Nrility, good-nature, an out- ſide of confidence, an 
he intercourſe of chit · chat, and all the reſt that ſhould 
in ſſubũſt between two perſons who know life, could 
dnce more be revived between her and me through _ 
your means. I perceive that there is a ſettled: 
coolneſs and indifference between Mr. de la Gar- 
de and you, by his affecting never to viſit you; 
ut when he knows you are ſurrounded by com- 
Piny, and by his inviting every one of your fami- 
y but yourſelf to his houſe, I am a good deal 
hagrined at this ſeparation, af.cr your having 
Peen upon fuch a friendly ard agreeable footing 
ogether ; bur we will reſerve this ſubject for ano- 
ce, her opportunity. | 
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> 3611 br Thave juſt rec received your letter of the 
2th of October, Thave nothing farther to ſay than 
ihat L am bees T took the,ceſplution,of departing 
at once, and I have no reaſon tg repent. mch aving 
done ſo. You talk to me of the, cauntry 28,2 ge- 
ſatt or place of retirement; ARE da if Jou mean 
Livri, or the Rocks; but for, nan, Jou mull 
excuſe me if I can never be Mabie to, allow it 
chat name; it is a court, it is onę per expetual, os 
of hurry, and, Paris will be a retreat to yo 


2 | 1 i K 
3 514.5 201. eilt 2457 (3 £1033 Fat a 3* 


0 0) 2351; Nethinke Ri-. de Vendôme i is re. 
folved 40 weary out your-paticnces fog; tie thipks * 
of nothing; but divexting him felt, at every place he 
comes io. You do not know as, yet whether M.. 
de Grignan' 8 preſence will be necęſſary at thę brit 
meeting of the ſtates; it may be ſo: but Lknos 
one ahing for certain, which: i is, that if, be,ſhou!d 
be.obliged-to attend them; yo; bave.no buſineſs to | 
wait for him, notwithſtanding the difference there 1 
may be between travelling, alone and having hig 1h 
for a conductor; for this is not to be put in com- hne 
petition with the hazard you run; of. haying bad ha 
enters. and: ſtill worſe roads. We have, almoſff de 
compleated your apartment, ſo, that i in a very few] v. 
| To vou will bee only piece of furniture man ha 
ing there. 1426 89 TY * £446 43 oy bon Ml 
. «ff 218 ü 602 $0 asd] d 
. 3 my 2 gik male haſt it 
to fat out, leave all diſagreeable reflections behin pe 
you; conſider that I recommend to you all that 
dear to me in this world, and let. this geflectio , 
- engage you to, take particular gare of Y ounſelf, iff ban 
nothing elſe will. The Chevalier is at; erlai iNes of . 
_ hy . and the Dauphineſs are. ſtill ill wit 
Ya! ; | 2 fe a + 
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a fever, and the Menins muſt do their duty. All 


ge your friends have been very kind to me. I do not 
n know any news, if I was at the Rocks I ſhould 
8 nave enough to ſend you. The devotion of Ma- 
I demoiſelle de Grignan appears to me of a nature 
rot to be kept to herſelf without communication; 
vi ſhe will make the Abbé de la Vergne happy in her 
1 - | 


confidence. 
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uſt n+ „ Faris, | Friday, 8 0 

pull „„ 1 me ot , 5 Gs: is 
RE e 1 Make a very different uſe of my 
gueſts “ from what you imagive. I am forry 
cr did not ſet you right on this ſubject before I left 
ung ine Roeks. I am really very well pleaſed with 
MY having them here: I paſs almoſt an hour and an 
bad half every evening in converſing with Mademoiſelle 
10'Y de Meri, and ſhe proves ſo much at her eaſe, and 
leu with fo viſible a perſuaſion that ſhe need not hurry 
OY herſelf, as gives me no ſaall pleaſure; eſpecially as 
he ſeems to be perfectly well ſatisfied, though ſhe 
| dares not ſay as much. It is really an amuſing 
Y ſtudy to obſerve the different manners of different 
uny people. As to the Chevalier, | am delighted with 
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* Mademoiſelle de Meri and Monſieur le Chevalier de Grig- 
t, van were both lodged in the Hotel de Carnavalet, on the arrival 
lest of Madame de Sétigné at Paris. I | 
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his return from Verſailles; we chatted together 
two hours laſt night in Mademoiſelle de Meri“! 
apartment: he cannot as yet quit his young mal- 
ter, who continues very ill. The Engliſh phyſi- 
clan has promiſed the King in ſo poſitive a manner, 
even on the forfeiture of his life, to cure his High- 
neſs in four days, both of his vomiting and his 
fever, that, if he ſhould fail, I believe, in my con- 
ſcience, they would throw him out of the win- 
dow ; and, on the other hand, ſhould his predic- 
tion prove as true in this caſe, as they have done 
in moſt others that he has had the management 
of, I ſhall be for having a temple erected to him 
as a ſecond Eſculapius. It is a pity that Moliere 
is dead, he would make an excellent ſcene of Da- 
quin *, who is put at his wit's end, at not being 
poſſe ſſed of this panacea, and at the reſt of the 
tribe, who cannot tel] what to make of the expe- 
riments, the ſecrets, and the almoſt divine pro- 


gnoftications of this little foreigner. The King 


will have him make up his medicines in his pre- 
ſence, and truſts. the management of the Prince 
wholly in his hands. The Dauphineſs is already 
much. better; and yeſterday the Count de Gram- 
mont ſaluted Daquin with the following ſtanza, 


Talbot e vaingueur du trtpas, 
Daguin ne lui refifle pas, 
La Dauphine eft convaleſcente, 

Que chacun chante, c. F 


* Firſt Phyſician to the King, 
+ Doquin no longer can withſtand 
Talbot, vitaritus over death 
The Princeſs owns his healing hand: | 
Let each one fing with joyful breath, &e. EY 
This is a psrody on the chcrus in the firſt ſcene of the fifth act 


of the opera of Leſte, 9 
e Nothing 


G e as 
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3 Nothing is talked of at court but 
this. The Chevalier told me a thouſand other 
things equally amu ing, which are not writeable. 
I do aſſure you that it is no little advantage to be 


placed in thoſe regions, it gives birth to a certain 


familiarity, and to ſome favourable opportunities 
that exiſt not elſe where. | 


I know nothing of what you in- 
tended to do; but it is eaſy to ſee that Mr. de 
Vendome is in no hurry to get to Provence; he is 
ſtill at Orleans taking the diverſion of ,ſftag-hunt- 
ing; he iatends to make ſome ftay at Lyons; and 
if Mr, de Grignan muſt be preſent at the aſſembly, 
and that you are te wait till he ſends you back your 
coach, you will find yourſelf in the middle of the 
month of January; and how can any one that has 
the leaſt love or regard for you: bear the thoughts 
of your travelling at that ſeaſon of the year! Iam 
of opinion that health is to be preferred to every 
other conſideration. z we are ſtill under dreadful. 
apprehenſions concerning your intended return in 
the month of May; nothing but a courier can 
ſupport ſuch fatigues: I am certain that you 
will find it utterly impoſſible to be done; but 
then, why either write or think ſuch things ? 
Beſides it would be a ruinous piece of folly to be 
at ſuch an expence for furniſhing an houſe, for 
purchaſing cloaths, and a thouſand other articles, 
only for a ſtay of three months: one would fancy 
that you took a delight in ſpoiling the moſt agree- 
able journey in the world, and the moft for the 
advantage of your family. If you ſhould aſk me, 
what buſineſs it is of mine? I ſhould anſwer you, 
that it is my buſineſs ; abſolutely mine; and that, 
BY 1 : | intereſted 
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8 as Jam in every thing that concerns you, 
whatever hurts you muſt hurt me likewiſe, Can 


you, my dear, entertain a thought of waſting your 
ſubſtance-at Aix, or your health at Grignan, this 
winter? Indeed theſe things are ever uppermoſt 
with me; and however great is the deſire I have 
of ſeeing” "and embracing you, yet I would adviſe F 


you not to come hither, if you intend to be gone 
again in an inſtant; this would be flying in the 
face of common ſenſe. n. 


29 df Jett! 2 4 2 4 


ei o i neue We mal ſap if ny ſows inne will 
| egen ed 0 any change in his diſpoſitions; I 
much doubt it, eſpecially in thoſe > relating to his 
placey which ſeem deeply rooted: in his mind for 
ſome time paſt. All ſublunary events are the 
ſport of providence; J obſerve its | workings, 
and :am - continually meditating on our  ftate 
of dependance, and the diverſity of our opi- 
nions; bs the — ts l heart are more 
deeply engraven, at leaſt dee! fo by m 
own ; the affeRion which 1 feel 2 you, On 
eſt creature; ſeems to me mixed with my very 
blood, and blended with the very-marrow of my 
bones; it is a part of * een * fr 
what l fe 94713 (1592 t:3 
wed dot? ee e ee nadie yiw ens 
24 At this time W de amen left her abt Ma- 
dame de Grigäau, and gone to the Rocks, W us word to 
A contiavance-of their conreſyondence,. $ of 5 Atte g. to 
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„ i didlo HILEIuait for letters from 


you; Ii muſt needs relate ta you 2 very diverting 


piece of hiſtory. lain remember how:muth! you 
regretted the loſt ai: Mademaiſelle de; * , and 
how unfortunate yu thought y ourſelf in having 
miſſedo her for a wüſe. e beſt friends you 
know were in concert toideſtray 8 
Madame de Lavarllin; and Madame de Faye 

had dom you an irreparable injury |: AW young —— 
dy of noble histh, gteat beauty, and agſine for- 

tuneg ſurely atman muſt be doomed to die a beg- 

gar, to let ſuch an opportunity eſcapes him, and 
whenit was ati his power too. The, Marquis de 
* pas" — fools he hä mater dis fore 
tune and is nobly ſettled. Cortainly, one: muſt be 
born under a curſed planet to miſt ſuchꝭ a match? 
Obſerve! only her conduct : it iso ancexample 
to all married women. Vou remembor all this, 
E ſoppoſen my dear ſon, and tat til yhUf married 


Mademiſelte de Mauron *, youwas Nady ti hang 


yourſelf, for not having contracted this other alli- 
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tremes, her poor head could not ſupport the exceſs 


12 Laren or Tur 
/ ance, which appeared fo captivating; but now 
to the ſequel of the ſtory... „ 


All thoſe amiable qualities of this 
_ lady's youth, which made Madame de la Fayette 

ſay, ſhe would not have her for a wife to her fon 
if ſhe could bring him millions, were, it ſeems, 
entirely devoted to the ſervice of religion; God 
was the only object of her affection, and all her 
deſigus centered on heaven alone; but as every 
thing in this ſuper- excellent creature was in ex- 


of zeal and fervent devotion with which it was 
Killed, and, in order to fatisfy the overſlowings of 
her holy heart, ſhe reſolved ta take example from 
the writings of the Fathers of the Deſart, and the 
Lives of Female Penitents, and became herſelf the 
heroine of thoſe admirable hiſtories: full: of this 
idea, ſhe left her houſe and family, about à fort- 
ty Be ets, and taking with her only five or ſix 
piſtoles,- and a. little foot-boy, the: ſet off about 
four o'clock in the morning, and taking a poſt- 
cChaiſe at the ſkirts of the town, drove away for 
EKouen, miſerably fatigued and dirtied; when ſhe 
got there, ſhe bargained for a paſſage in a ſhip 
dound for the Indies; that is the place; it ſeems, to 
which God has called her; that is the ſpot where 
ſhe is to lead a life of penitence and. humiliation ; 


hf yy ry wo aw 


22.09. 


and the map of that country has preſented her with 
pals e ere to 


* , ; 
84. 


paſs the reſt-of het days in ſack · eloth and aſhes : 
de Abbot Zorimus ? is to viſit her, and ad- 


i ee „ 
4 famous hermit of the 6th century, who uſed ts come every 110. 
| Gopd Friday e give the ſacrament to St, Mary the Egyptian, in de 

Teer gave on rhe banks of the river Jordan, See ebe Liver of che fl 
OR 7 | | miniſter 
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miniſter. to her the laſt holy rites before ſhe ex- 
pires. Perfectly ſatisfied that heaven inſpired ber 
with this reſolution, ſhe diſcharges her foot- boy, 
and ſends him home to his own country, while ſhe 
walts with great impatience the departure of the 
{pz being loſt, in a holy oblivion, to huſband, 
father, mot jer, children, and all her friends and 
relations, ſhe inceſſantly cries out with the poet: 


Courage my heart I diſdain a woman's weakneſs *.' 


And now the moment arrives in which her prayers 
are heard, the happy moment that is. to ſeparate her 
for ever from her native land, and all that others, 
leſs holy than herſelf, account dear and. deſirable ; 
ſtrictly obſervant of the goſpel-law, ſhe leaves 


them all, to follow Chriſt. | 


* 
o 


> 


return to dinner, ſent to all the churches in the 
neighbourhood, but without being able to 
hear any thing of her; they ſuppoſed that ſhe 
would return at night; no ſueh thing! They be- 
gin now to be uneaſy, the ſervants are all queſ- 
tioned, they can give nb account of her further 
than that ſhe had taken her foot-boy with her: 


the muſt certainly be at her country-houſe ; no: 
where is it poſſible ſhe can be gone to? A meſ- 


ſenger is diſpatched to the curate of à neighbour- 
ing pariſh, on whom ſhe uſed frequently to at- 
tend; the curate returns for anſwer, that he had 
not had the direction of her conſcience for a con- 
ſiderable time. It ſeems that, being a ſober good 
2 ei Ft) 305+ 362007 hams TV 0 
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C. a courage mon cœur, point de Foibieſſe humaine, - 
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ee e e, Bere her 
family miſſing her, and finding that ſhe did not 
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kind of man, and having obſerved her ſull of very 
odd conceits about religion, he would have no- 
thing to do with her. Wen one was now. at a 
loſs what to think; two, three, four days, a week 
paſſed, fill no news; at length her friends, be- 
thought themſelves of ſending to ſearch the'ſea- 
ports, when by mere accident they found her out 
2t Rouen, juſt on the point of ſetting out for 
Dieppe, and from thence to take a trip to the 
other hemiſphere. They ſecure her perſon, and 
bring her back again, a little diſconcerted at 
being diſappointed of her journey, but ſtill re- 

4 went, I came, impelled by mighty love *, _ 


A lady to whom ſhe had imparted 

her deſign, revealed the whole to her family, who, 
in deſpair-at the folly of their relation, would fain 
have concealed. this curious anecdote from her 
huſband, who happened to be abſent; from Paris 
at that time, and who would have. been better 
Pleaſed at a piece of gal antry in his aimable con- 
fort, than Juch a, ridiculous expedition, as this. 
The huſband's mother,comes.to Madame Lavar 
din, and, bathed in tears, relates the whole ſtory, 

_ while the latter can hardly refrain from laughing 
in her face; and the next time ſhe ſaw my daugh- 
ter, aſked her if ſhe. could forgive her for hav- 
ing been the inſtrument; of preventing Mr. de Sc- 
vigié ſrom 'marrying, this pretty creature? Ma- 
dame de la Fayette was alſo in her turn acquaint 
ed with, this tragical incident, who told me tb 
whole with a great deal of merriment, and de 
Falloit, j cteis, Þ amour a ur moi tant empire; 


. 


dear 
cour 
herſe 
that 


| 


. 


MARCHIONESs DE SEVIGNE, ; 75 


fires me to aſk you if you are ſtill angry with her, 
as ſhe inſiſts upon it that ſhe cannot be ſorry that 
729 was not martiet to a mad woman. 


We dare n wentivn a. word of 
this to pfade dle de 1 *, "whofor ſome 
time paſt. has been ruminating i pon a pilgrimage, 
and, 'as a preparative-thereto, has lately obſerved 

a profound ſilence to every creature Err her. 
Well, what think you of this curious tale? Has 
it not afforded you ſome amuſement? Fare wel, 
my dear fon. Marſhal de Schomberg i is in his 
march to Germany, at the head of 2 $2000 men, in 
order to haſten the Emperor's ſigning +. The 


gazette will inform you of the reſt. Adieu. 3 


* Siſter to the Count de Grignan. See ſeveral tern in the 
latter part of the 7th vol. 

+ This relates to the truce which was on the point of 640 con- 
elude lat Ratiſbon, and was WR" OT” at . os id 
en ſollowipg: | 2611. 


LETTER Dlxx. 


oe | The Same, 
2 0 the Counteſs 105 Grignan, 


nene alis. 13 September, 1684, 


o will 'eafily conceive, my 
4aref an, that, in ſpite of all your excellent 
counſels, your poor mother ' muſt have found 
herſelf, on leaving you, in the midſt of 'thorns 
that wil wound * 22 care ſhe may take 

2. to 
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to guard againſt them. I édid not dare to think, 
I was afraid to utter a word; in ſhort, I found 
myſelf in ſuch a ſituation as was hardly ſupporta- 
ble. I have be etl adhered..to-the regimen you 
preſcribed me, I di all I could: I am at-preſent 
in very good health, L have eat, drank, and flept 
+> oat" Me Lea 34 bo IÞ TT H1 300 Gat, TRIM oY 
well, I have nurſed the JYorthy ; and, in ſhort, here 
1 am at your ſeryic .. 


Ĩ have recalled to my mind the ſe- 
veral motives that urged me to this journey, which 
upon, recollection (for I aſſure you that the grief 
for your abſence had almoſt driven them out of my 
head) I. cannot blame myſelf for having under- 
taken it, ſo that J ſhall even make uſe of this as 
an expedient to comfort me in my ſeparation from 
you; but that comfort is yet very diſtant, and 1 
am in a perpetual inquietude to join you again: 
do not forget what you ſaid to me on that head. 


II am delighted with the thought of 
your being at Verſailles; I fancy the diverſity of 
objects there will have contributed to calm your 
mind more than what I met with at Chartres, and 
this place have been able to do mine. I earneſt- 
ly hope your journey will prove ſueceſsſul; but, 
indeed, how can any ane reſuſe you what you 
aſk? I recommend your health to your care; it is 
matter df no ſmall conſolation to me to have left 
you with, ſuch a charming pair of cheeks, pre- 
ſerve - them, - my: deareſt, for my ſake. But in 
ſhort, I date not dwell upon this ſubject any !on- 
ger, I feel it hurts me | Is it not an unaccountable 
thing for a thinking being not to dare to think; 


Jam very much obliged, to the lovely eyes of 
7 ; 3 ; Mademoi- 
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Mademoiſelle Alerac, for the tears * they ſhed 
on my account; but what thanks can repay you, 
my deareſt child, for the tender ſenſibility, the af- 
fectionate ſorrow you ſhewed on that occaſion ? 
But I muſt paſs over this ſubje as quick as poſſi- 
ble. To conclude then, believe my heart to be 
_ whclly your's, that every thing yields place to you 


therein, who reign unrivalled miſtreſs of the ſoft 
domaine. 115 


» Frances Ius Adhẽmar de Oihinn, youngeſt davghter of 
the Count de Grignan, by his er, 8207 r N Kn of An- 
gennes, ö 41 1223445 © 
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1 LETTER DLXXI, 
WM fi; To the Same. 
4 Saturdey night; 16 Shi. 1684. 


* HAVE not had a ſingle letter 
4 tom you; my ger, as yet, tho' it is the thing in 
the world I the moſt ätdently long for. 1 have 
i wrote to you both from Etampes and Orleans 
I ſent you the excuſe of the good Abb du Pie, 
who was indeed the only agreeable companion we 
ft had; for, as to Madame du Pont t, whom T 
have mentioned to you, and who is poſſeſſed of a 
: prove, ſhare of WT ane underſtanding, my uncle 
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the Abbe was ſo frightened at her, that he could 
Hardly live, So you muſt know I went this morn- 
Ing to pay her a viſit, ſhe certainly chats to perfec- 
tion; I gave her a hint of what hindered me from 
inviting her to take part of our veſſel, which ſhe re- 
ceived in a very pretty manner: for my part, find- 
ing that there was no ſuch thing as ſuffering conver- 
ſation to languiſh in her company, I was very much 
afraid that I ſhould be obliged to furniſh my quota 
of wit, for thirteen or fourteen hours together, in 
my coach, which is. now turned to a boat“, and 1 
had much rather have nobody to ſpeak to,-rhan to 
be under ſuch a reſtraint. | 99 5 


Iͤ̃ found Monſieur de Duras ſtill at 
Orleans ; he is going to his ſeat of Duras; ſo the 
good Abbe and I ſet out perfectly alone, in order to 
get to St. Diẽ to lye, not being able to reach Blois. 
The wind was rather againſt us, by which 
means we got in. bythe moſt beautiful moon- light 
that can be conceived; but there was no lodging 
to be had, all the apartments being taken up by 
Monſieur the Duke and his train; however, his 
gentleman; hearing my name, very civilly made me 
an offer of his chamber, for which I ſhall take care 
that Madame de la Fayette ſhall return him thanks. 
This morning we ſet forwards again, and I ſtopt 
at Blois, to inquire if, by chance, any letters 
were there from you, but no ſuch thing. We 
would not paſs Amboiſe in our way hither. We 
met with a little ſtorm, which would. be poetica 
enough, had we not ſtruck. too roughly againſt 
this Re 3 however, we excuſed this in confidera- 
eit and brow 3d by Jon att oer 40 3:35 "94 Ka! "pd 
* Madame de SeEvigne's coach was at that time in a boat upon 
the river Loire, * Ene £3607 5 0434 hg) u „ ne 4 
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tion of the extreme fine weather we had yeſterday, 
and the forepart of this. To-morrow: we ſhall go 
to church, and then purſue our voyage about ſix 
leagues beyond Tours; for I am detirous of avoid- 
ing the, compliments and entertainments that we 
muſt expect from Dangeau. When one has a 
Mortliy in company, one is not ſo very moveable. 


Well, my dear, what think you of 
this inſipid narrative? Do you think it is poflible 
for any one to be better acquainted than yourſelf 
with what paſſes on. the Loire? Such is my lot, 
however, that I have at preſent nothing but theſe 
trifles to entertain you with, and yet I know they 
pleaſe you, ſo long as they give you to underſtand 
your poor mama is in good health, and not devour- 
cd with the vapours ; yes, my dear, to my ſhame 
I fay it, I live and breath in your abſence, inſtead 
of being loſt in uneaſineſs for having left you, in 
that very place where it was ſo natural for me to» 
have remained with you; but the reaſon! tte 
reaſon”! that's enough. | 


Do you not intend to go to Livri ? 
I defire you will; and think of me there, but with 
that fortitude and philoſophy which govern all your 
thoughts and actions; as for me, 1 cannot avail 
myſelf of that kind of rule, and nothing can pre- 
vent me from withing to fee, and to be always 
preſent with you, and to be ſenſibly affected with 
that mutual affection we have for each other. Me- 
thinks I am, loſing many hour of life that ought to 
be precious to me, but I proteſt to you, that my 


affairs make me very uneaſy. Oh ! my dear, how 


much I ſhall ſtand in need of you to keep up my 
ſpirits and give me courage. 
| | E 4 | My 


& LxTT ERS OF THE 


My principal occupation on my 
journey is, to admire this noble river. I have 
read the life of Madame de Montmorenci, and think 
that it is worth the reading. Farewel, my dear 
counteſs, I want to make my letter ſhort, and I 
cannot. You ſee what trifles this is filled with. 
Send a kind remembrance to Monſieur and Ma- 
dame de Coulanges, and compliments to the 
Chartres family, if any of them are there. Has 
my little Marquis forgotten me ? How are you 
with the Coadjutor, the Chevalier, and Made- 
moiſelle de Grienan ? Indeed, my dear, I ſhall 


expect a whole packet of news from you, eſpeci- 


shy concerning yourſelf, and your health, ard 
voir journey to Verſailles. I hope at Teaſt to 
Lear l. m Juu at Angers. 1 


e ee e 


To the Same 


Saumur, Monday Evening, 18 Sept. 1684. 


WV. tie had the wind conti- 
nually contrary ſince J leſt you, my dear. We 
make no way but by the help of our oars, which 
has ſtepped me a day longer than I expected, ſo 
that we ſhall not get to Angers till to-morrow, 
which juſt compleats the week ſince our departure. 
From that good town you may expect to hear from 
me. I inteud to fee my niece De Buſſi to-morrow 
ES Wo ͤͤͤy ¾ Ä 
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I have had no other amuſement on 
my paſſage,” as I obferved to you before, but con- 
templating the. beauties of the country on each fide 
of us. The Worth and J haye-been for fifteen 
hours together confined to the inſide of the coach, 
placed commodiouſly enough: indeed in the veſſel. 
T have read, indeed, fometimes, but then I have 
been always abſent; and at other times I have 
counted the waves, for want of ſomethingelſe to do. 

F 1 SOLD $f: 18 35075 $3 It; 


© RefleR,' my, dear counteſs, that 


your poor mother writes to you every inſtant ; that 


ſhe teazes you, from a confidence in your affection, 
with the dull relation of a ſtil] duller journey; and 
that ſhe has been a whole week without having 
read a ſingle line from you. All our ſtages have 
been diſconcerted by the obſtinacy of the wind, ſo 
that you, will readily believe I ſhall be glad to get 
into Angers to-morrow, where I expect to receive 
letters from you. You will as readily believe too, 
my dear, that having had my thoughts wholly 
occupied about you, I muſt have called to mind 
the numberleſs reaſons I have to love you, and to 
be perfuaged of a reciprocal tenderneſs on your 
part. This ſfubje has warmed my heart, and ba- 
niſhed from thence many Cs Mein, which 
would otherwiſe have forced their way during out 
tedious and ſolitary paſſage, ſor, as you have ſeen, 
it has pleaſed providence that we have not had a 
ſoul to bear us company. Much might be fail 
upon the pleaſure or reſtraint that would have been 
the conſequence, of a different ſituation. Our 
erfect health, as welſ as your humble ſer- 


nd we both embrace you moſt cordially. 
E 5 LE T« 
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* orthy, however, ſcems very well contented. He 
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. Arrived yeſterday afternoon. a- 


bout "=> &'clock at the brid ge of Ce, after having 
been to . 55 in the 1 77 and paid a viſit to 
my niece uſt. Juſt as, np and to the foot of 
this bridge, I ſaw a coach and ſix,-which I took to 
be my ſon Sevigne's, and fo it proved; but inſtead 
of him, I found the Abbe e. who was come 
to receive me, and make my ſon's excuſes, who is 
a little indiſpoſed at the Rocks. I aſſure you I am 
tar from being diſpleaſed with this ſame Abbe; ; be 
has, ſomething of the PL Lad air about him, and 
what. makes him infinite] ly more acceptable to me, 
than any other perſon in the we, 4 that could 
have come to meet me, was, his putting into my 
hands a letter ſrom you, my ſweet girl. I. conſeis 
to you, that his preſence was not the leaf} reſtraint 
to me, and that on the receipt of that dear packet 
. ave looſe. toa flood of tears that would infalli- 
65 have choaked me, had 1 kept them in. Ah! 
hk well-judged a preparative was this! You 
ſeem quite diſpleaſed with your Verſailles journey ; 
you ſay you found a great many doors ſhut ; 1 
think you was in the 118 t to ſend your letter. 


They talk here that the court does 
| not ſet, out ſo ſoon HA was intended, Perhaps you 
| may have an N of ſeeing Mr. de Louvois 
24 } | "MON 
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once more. God will direct every thing for the 
beſt. You ate too ſenſible how much intereſt 
myſelf in all that concerns you, to neglect giving 
me ſpeedy advice how things turn out. '@ | 


. I have juſt opened your letter to 
your brother. How tenderly do you expreſs your- 
ſelf therein concerning me] How ſhall I ever be 
able to make a return to ſo much affection? I rea- 
dily agree that you ſhould make a merit with him 
of my quitting you, but heaven knows to what it 
was owing, and that nothing but the dreadful ſi- 
tuation of my affairs could have made me deter- 
mine to tear myſelf from you. There is a certain 
time in life when honour and conſcience require us 
to uſe our beſt endeavours to recruit our ſhattered 
forces, and not to drive things to extremity. This 
is the real ſtate of the caſe with me; this it is that 
made the good J/orthy venture upon a journey at 
this time of the year, which cannot but have 
greatly fatigued him. | OR 


Peſterday 1 paid a viſit to the pious 
biſhop of Angers, where I ſaw his brother the 
Abbe Arnauld, ſtill the faſt friend of our family, 
and highly pleaſed with your obliging epiſtle. 
Tney both” of them returned my viſit the ſame 
evening; and who ſhould come in juſt after them, 
but Madame de Veſins, Madame de Varennes, 
and Madame d'Aſſé. You will ſee the latter 
very ſoon. Adieu, my deareſt counteſs. I am 
going to dine with the good biſhop. | 
4505 14g Ft WW & 9-0 2 
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fAngers, 7. hurſday, 21 September. 


Il I amy. juſt going to ſet out, my dear 


12 


child, for Se Rocks, and cannot leave this place 
without a word or two, by way of bidding you 
farewel. I dined: to-day, as I told you, with the 
good biſhop, whoſe exemplary piety, and attention 
to the duties of his calling, are almoſt beyond 
conception. He is now upon the verge of ninety, 
and yet he undergoes fatigues that no man could 


ſuſtain; that was not, like him, filled with the 


love of God and his fellow creatures. I have had 
a whole hout's converſation with him, during which 


J found him a prodigy, and I am overjoyed that 


I have had this opportunity of beholding him with 
my own eyes. I ipent the greateſt part of 19 — 
day's afternoon between Roncetai and the Viſita- 


tation. Theſe good ladies Madame de Veſins, 
d'Aſſe, and Varennes, never quitted me an inſtant. 
Fhey gave me a grand collation, and here they 
ale now going to take their leave of me, together 
with the good prelate, and his brother the Abbe. 
We are not ſo polite as this at Paris. I hope, my 
love, I ſhall find a letter from you at the Rocks. 
FEN % 5:0 ;435:457Þ mg) 4462 5 ety e 


4 8 1 Judge, my dear ſiſter, of your 
ccr.cern,. by the joy 1 at preſent fee}, in having 
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my mother and the Worthy with me, who, not- 


withſtanding the fatigue of their journey, are both 


in very good health. I readily conceive how un- 
eaſy you muſt be in their abſence; but if you 
thould be under any doubt concering the health of 
my mother, you may at leaſt reſt aſſured, that no- 
thing ſhall be wanting on my part to preſerve a 
health fo precious to us both. I pardon you, my 
dear, for. envying my preſent happineſs.; but it 
was no more than juſtice that our mother ſhould 
make us equal, ſharers in that pleaſure which her 
preſence always beſtows ; do not hate me, there- 
fore, on this account, but let my example teach 
you to love your rivals. This is a diſpoſition Ma- 
dame de Coulanges always acknowledged me to 
have, and that I have always felt in my heart to- 
wards you. | 


This morning my uncle put into 
my hands the pretty preſent ſent me from my 
princeſs“. He, and I, and the Abbe Charier, 
have been all this morning trying to open this pret- 
ty bottle, and at length we have had fo much ſuc- 
ceſs, as to ſtir the cork, tho* not without a hard 
trial of ſkill; but as we relieveeach other by turns, 
it now comes in and out very eaſily. My mother 
has ſhewn us another way of uſing it, which is ve- 
ry convenient, for the Hungary- water now comes 
out of itſelf without the trouble of opening the 
bottles, e ind ene 


31. 15) Fareweh'my lovely and ever-loved 
ſiſter; a thouſand thanks to you my adorable prin- 
ceſs; pray tell her that I am weary with waiting 


* Mademoiſelle &'Alerac, ce. 
for 
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for her being a viſcounteſs *, and that I ſhall be 
perfectly happy to hear of that change. I offer up 
my moſt devout prayers to Saint Grignan +, and 
embrace you from the bottom of my heart. | 

„ Alluding to a marriage which was then on foot, between 
Mademoiſelle d' Alerec, with Gaſ; ard- Vicomte of Polignac; but 
this.. match being afierwards broken .cff, Monſieur de Polignac 
ma tied Moria-Armande de Rambures, in 1588; and Madame 
Alerae, in 1689, eſpouſed Henry-Emanuel Hurault, Marquis 
of Mibra e. I 5 +4 2 21 


t. * the Letier of the 25th September, Vol, VII. 


„LETTER DLXXV: 


Madame de Sevi gn, 10 _ the Counteſs de 
143-3 { 5 SY b rignan. 5 | 


The Racks, IWdncſday,” 27 Sept. 1684. 


IT 1 15 Ar length, my dear child, I 
have three of your letters together. I cannot but 
admire how fortunately this falls out. At the very 
time when I had no other conſolation, this gives 
new life. It is a freſh recruit of ſpirits, an abſo- 
lute ſood for the mind, which, without it, muſt 
have ſunk beneath its malady, as nothing elſe 
could have been food proper for it. All that you 
write me is ſo tender and ſo kind, that I ſhould 
never forgive myſelf, could I read your letters with 
dry eyes, any more than I ſhould be able to paſs 
this winter without your company. But now let 


us have a little diſcourſe about Verſailles: © 
$6! ; | wo 
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' You muſt know I am not at all 


pleaſed with the ſilence from a certain quarter, I 


can never believe that they would refule ſo juſt a 
demand in this ſeaſon of bounties ; you know all 


your friends deſired you to try this expedient z how 


great then will be Jour e if, dy your induſtry 
and ſolicitations, you ſhould at length, obtain the 
favour you requeſt ? It could never come at a better 
time, for 1 believe (and this is an addition to my 
many other anxieties) that your affairs are in a 
terrible confuſion. For my part, I am convinced, 
that I could never have retrieved mine, had I wait- 
ed ſix months longer. When once things are 
puſhed to a certain (extremity, they become, in a 
manner, irreparable. You was one of the firſt to 
agree with me in this opinion; that is my comfort 
whenever I think of the ſubje c... 


I Thelife we lead here is dull enough, 
and yet I do not think that I ſhould be pleaſed with 
much more buſtle. My ſon: has been troubled 
with thoſe ugly pains of his. My daughter-in-law 
has very few moments of gaiety, for ſhe is de- 
voured with the vapours; the changes her. face 
twenty times a day *, nothing is ever to her mind; 
ſhe is exceſſively delicate; ſhe ſcarce ever ſtirs out 
of doors; ſhe is atways com laining of the cold, and 
by nine o'clock at night her ſpirits are quite ex, 
hauſted ; the days are too long for her, and the 
great deſire ſhe has to indulge her inclination for 


a * The French ladies make. no ſeruple of painting before any | 
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lazineſs, makes her leave me quite at liberty, that 


you 


” ' 5 £ 


it.; and if Madame de Montchevreuil thought that 
the concern I fee] is greater than your's, it can only 
be, becauſe few daughters love their mothers as you 
V 1 


. A 
14714 * 4 „ > i 


Ss 


4 


IST 75 8 a - 
You have done me a ſenſible plea- 


SZ 1x 


match is not likely to be ſtill delayed; and that the 
Coadjutor and you will be allied by my two cheeks; 
by the way, pray take care of your's, my dear, 
1 mean of your health ; do not over-fatigue your- 


ſelf; have pity on me, for, believe me, I could 
| with 


1 "ily do the ſame by her, with which I;affure 


hed. 4 _—_ * 
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with great difficulty bear with more uneaſine ſs than 
at preſent falls to my ſhare, | 


"> * 5 The death of Madame de Cœuvres 


was a very unexpected event, and that of the Che- 


valier d'Humieres ſtill more ſo. How that ſame 
Death traverſes the world, cutting down every one 
where he comes! I am at preſent i perfect good 
health, and J am cautious how I attempt to make 
myſelf better by medicines. We expect the Ca- 

puchins every minute. The poor little wo⸗ 
man here is really to be pitied ! There is nothing 
in this houſe that gives much joy, nor any thing 
to occaſion much uneaſineſs. Well, ſo much the 
better; I would have it ſo. Both of them ſend 
a thouſand compliments to you. 


Corbinelli is enchanted with the 


kindneſs you ſhew him. I really begin to envy the 


man, See what a great ſervice my friendſhip is of 
to any one! The WW rthy, who deſires me to ſay 
many ſoft things to you in his name, ſtil] goes 
on with his calculations, and ſtill preſerves his 
health. Farewel, my dear; what can I ſay to 
jou that can any way expreſs what I feel for you? 
thank you for the news-papers. You think of 
every thing, and are in every thing truly adorable. 
You talk of my letters; I wiſh you would but re- 
mark what ſtrokes there are in your own, and 
how much you ſay in a ſingle line, You loſe. a 
great deal by not keeping copies. of them to 
read at your leiſure, Let me trouble you with a 
compliment or two for Mr. de Cœuvres, and for 
Madame de Mouci on her heroic action, which 
makes us fear for her health. You muſt not fail 
to write a handſome letter to Mr, de Lamoignon 
. in 


90 .. LETTERS OF THE 
in your name and mine, on the concern he muſt 
have felt at ſecing his füsse 3 in his arms. 
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„ HOUGH my ae 7 is dated 
Slay," yet 4 write it on Saturday night. It is 
now ten o'clock, every one is gone to reſt; and 
this is an hour in which I am more particularly 
your's. than when ſurroupded, by, company; not 
that 1 am under any reſtraint on that account, for 
I know how to get rid of them, and then] indulge 
myſelf with a ſolitary walk and fay what you 
_ pleaſe, my dear, if it was not for that liberty, J 
ſhou!d be indeed greatly oppreſſed. I feel it as 
neceſſary to think of you with attention, as I do 
to ſee you again; and if the thorns which I men- 
.tioned to you in a former letter from Etampes were 
a little leſs piercing, the time which I thus devote 
to you ſhould be dedicated to my health, as it 
now is to the eaſing of my heart, I told you 2 
melancholy” ttbth, namely, that you left me in a 
ſituation where cvery thought was like a ſword's 
point. I did not know how to ſecure myſelf {rom 
them, for one is very defenceleſs when Our own 
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wee ſince I came here, ſo there is ſo much time 


gone. The Abbé Charier is the only perſon with 
whom can diſeourſe about you; he Kkindly liſtens 
to me While Liell him how much I love you. I 
know not whom I ſhall, have to ſupply his place 


when he is gone. He enters into all my ſenti- 


ments, is filled; with admiration at your's, and 
cannot conceive how it ſtould happen that you are 
not perfectly” comforted: ſor this ſeparation by all 
the gayeties with which you are ſurrounded at Ver- 
ſailles.*.--/ | 


% 5 


* 149 112 | 

a ſick man does loſt health; indeed, my dear, 1 
cannot join with you in your remark, for you ſelt 
more pleaſure in my ſive or ſix viſits: a day, and in 


"the whole of; our agreeable corteſpondence, than 


any one can in the enjoyment of a good ſtate: of 
health; therefore, I do think you have not done 
juſtice to the force of your affection. As for me, 
my dear, 1 muſt ſreely confeſs. to you, that not a 
moment paſſed without my being perfectly ſenſible 
of the joy of being in your company. Whenever 
I came from church, whenever I came from town, 
whenever I came from the: Forthy; all was joy, all 
was pleaſure. In a word, I declare to you from 
the bottom of my heart, that: all the time I paſſed 
with you, never brought the leaſt diminution to 
the warmth of my ſentiments. This is the real 
truth. Do you not wonder whither my pen has 
hurried me? But I am alone, my dear; my heart 
is melted within me; but this effuſion of its con- 
tents will probably find you in a different diſpoſi- 
tion; but no matter, I know my dear counteſs 
will have goodneſs enough to bear with my weak - 
neſs, Is it poſlible-that ! can have wrote ſo much 
offs without 


* 
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10 Vou regret my abſence, you ſay, a8 
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without having yet ſaid a word of Mademoiſelle de 


Grignan! Jam more concerned than ſurpriſed at 
this elopement *. She always looked upon us as fo 
many people ſhe wanted to get rid of; nothing that 
we could ſay would pleaſe her; ſhe bas fairly got 
rid, however, of father Moret's + yoke ; 'but not to 
fay a word of her intention to the Coadjutor |” It 
is very ſtrange ! Has ſhe taken Cocole with her? 
What is become of W 45 ber went 
with her thither? © a 
I am very much aſraid our match will 
be broke off by thoſe motives of intereſt you have 
mentioned to me. It ſhall not be by my conſent, 
however; and if every thing muſt be ſacrificed to 
the proſpect of a ducal coronet that may never 
come, poor Mademoiſelle & Alerac is likely to be 
the dupe, or the victim of this management, I 
heartily:wiſh the Coadjutor good health for ſeveral 
reaſons, / but this holds he ſecond rank. What 
are become of the little birds that took their flight 
to Paris ? I ſhall expect to hear the refolt” . 15 
they from roo {80 (0499 pack h al Seis 10 70! 
(7 E BIT „Ser ien Ft 
i 00172 t Indeed}\ng 50er child, I pity ver 
to have your houſe to rebuild; what an unſea ſon- 
able expence ]! Vou are loaded with vexations that 
ſeem made for no one elſe; but perhaps I feel the 
force of them more ſenſibly than you do. If it 
Pleaſed providence to relieve you, it might ſoon be 
5 _— by giving TROVE: inclinations. to him erm 
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whom you have requeſted aſſiſtance. You have 
given me no ſmall concern in acquaiating me that 
the Grand-Maſter * has broke one of his ribs: his 
hunting match has turned as much to his diſadvan+ 
tage, as the church- going of the poor Marchio- 
nels de Cœuvres did to hers. 
I ̃ bere are ſeveral parts of your let- 
ter that I ſhould wiſh to be ſent to Fontevraud, 
were they but interlarded with encomiums upon 
the Abbe Tetu. I muſt tell you that it is wrong 
of you to ſay ſo much of my letters; I can- 
not think what you mean by it. It is true in- 
deed, that while I was on my paſſage, not being 
able to procure” any other books, I amuſed myſelf 
with that funeral oration, which I thought very 
well adapted, and was of opinion that the preacher 
could not have ſaid any thing better of Madame 
de Richlieu , for Mr. de Turenne was out of the 
queſtion. I wrote my ſentiments upon this head 
inaline-or two to Madame de la Fayette; and the 
Abbe Tetuz whoſe ſelf-love will never let him be 
blind to his own advantage, has turned the affair 
quite to Fontevraud 4; but, for the future, my 
dear, you have nothing to do but ſpeak and ſilence 
me. I ſhould hot be in the leaſt ſurpriſed at it, if 
it was to your underſtanding J addreſſed myſelf, 
but it is to your affection, which anſwers me 


much better. 1 5 


Fou conclude your letter in a moſt 
nd uncommon manner, You are to 
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I Who die ehh 29 May 2686. 
T See Letter of the 6 May, Vol. vii. 5 
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«+. me like health; that is to ſay, — 4M of 
all pleaſures. After ſuch thoughts, never talk of 
my trifles! I know myſelf a little, — Aan 
b. 00 Ring er vhs: kite 540 4 


"Here L left off laſt night; ; (to-day i is 

Sunday, and I muſt diſpatch my packet ; but the 
return of Jay-light,:and of noiſe, have not the leaſt 
Impaired the ſentiments which J experienced in 
night and ſtillneſs. My ſon is juſt ſet out 
ſor Rennes, in order to be aſſured whether or no 
there is any danger in his pains. His wife is 
about me, and underſtands perfectly well what! 
mean by not ſeeing her to- day. I paſſed this fore- 
noon in my wood with my Abbé Charier. 1 find 
that ſhe is going thither preſently, and ſo I return 


to my chamber and pen. All this, you will ſay, 


as very convenient. She has a great many good 
qualities, as far as I know ;. but cheſe being as yet 
the early days of our acquaintance, I find myſelf 
diſpoſed only to give-her a negative commendation ; 
He is neither hit nor that; in time, perhaps, I 
may ſay ſhe is that. She ſends you, a great many 
pretty turned compliments, and wiſhes to be in 
our good graces, but without being very anxious 
on the ſubject; ſo that ſhe:is not very anxious. 


This is all I can make out at preſent, ſhe does not 


ſpeak the — nor has ſhe n accent of 
Rennes. 8 32520 5 


1 very much approye of putting no- 


bing A been my cypher, but the words Madame 
de Sevigns, that is ſufficient; I ſhall not be con- 
founded with another of the ſame name, I believe, 


ſo long as I live; and. Fade 2619 gl my 
ittle 
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little amuſement *. Mr. de Coulanges has alrea- 
dy taken care of ihe gildiag of 'the frame, ſo that 
the expence will be very mo I all not 
want your aſſiſtance. Thy: 


Good God! my FOR what delight- 
ful weather it is! and how pity you for not being 
tat Livti ſince I have inſpired you with my fondne ſs 
for the country ! you know, however, that it ne- 
t ver equalled that of being with you. My greateſt 
o paſſion for Livri laſted but two days, if you was 
not there. But God has diſpoſed of my deſtiny, 
I and, in a few days, I ſhall have more of a coun- 
- i 1 than 1 would * 


n I ſhall _ to my account all the 
goodneſs you ſhew to Corbinelli. He is no bad 
companion, any more than Madame de la Fayette. 
Keep cloſe to them two, and judge whether I have 
loſt my taſte. I have not as yet ſeen either the 
princoſs or Marbeuf, The former is wrapt up 
in her devotions, and the 18 is in the height 
of grief for the death of a young niece of ſeventeen 
years of age, handſome, rich, and of a good family. 
ifaw her the laſt time I · was in the country, when 
ne was a perfect child. It feems ſhe was grown 
very agreeable, and uſed frequently to viſit between 
this place and Mitre. She was taken with hyttericg, 
and died in three days, notwithitanding 

bled every day i in the arm. AI his — 
no- much of a 28 with that of Madame de Cure. 


on- By this Madame de Sceitos means ſan eaſy Sake which ſhe 
ve, was * none in er for a n to Mr, ce Coulanzes. 
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; Farewel; my dear loved Mi Give 
the'y young rhetorician * lis for me, whom 1 defy, 
with all his rhetoric, to aan: me ome 27 do 
not love him dearly. 


* The Markus + de Grignay,'her grandſon, 


a 
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1 was ſure you would not be long hc 
before TG ade a viſit to Gif; it was a very na- fo 
tural ſtep: and I expect from you a full account I he 
of this journey, and the reſult of the retreat, as da 
alſo of bur marriage, and of the obſtinacy of Mr. N va 
de Montauſier, who inſiſts in making ſuch un- 
heard-of demands. In ſhort, whatever paſſes in 
the Hotel of Carnavalet, is more or leſs intereſt- 
ing to me,; according to the ſhare you have in it. 
'You-expreſfs yourſelf with ſo much tenderneſs on 

ain "wy abſence! gives you, that tho? the 
Kode ge of your ſuffering muſt always affect 
me with Sei 3 yet I had eaſier bear with this 
Pain, than be without _—_ e proofs of 


your ove. 


I have been the means of | ridding fectij 


your” brethkt hen a great deal of very inqifferent 


company ſince I have come here, which e mel / 


no 


e e e 
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no fmall pleaſure. You know I am not very tracta- 
ble towards impertinents, and for wan of the 


happineſs which you poſſeſs of being perfectly ab- 


ſent in ſuch company, I loſe all patience, and 


am ſometimes downright rude. Heaven be prai-. 


ſed we are quiet at preſent, and I have leiſure to 
purſue my reading; I am going to begin a book 
which Madame de Vins has recommended to my 


| peruſal, it is called 4 Hiſtory of the Reformation in 
England. I write letters, and receive them, and 
am almoſt every day cccupied with you. I re- 


ceive your letters on Monday, I anſwer them on 
Wedneſday, as I do thoſe which arrive on Friday 
the Sunday following; ſo that I am not ſo fenſible 


of the diſtance between the poſts, I walk a great 
deal, not only on account of the weather being fo 


extremely fine, but becauſe I feel beforehand the 


horrors of the approaching winter, and am there- 


forewilling to make the moſt of thepreſent ſunſhine 
heaven ſends us. Do you not intend to ſpend a few 


days at Livri, my dear? I ſhould think the Che- 


valier would be glad to reſt himſelf there a little 
after his late courſe ; and as the Coadjutor is per- 
fetly cured, methinks every thing invites you to 
take that. jaunt. If you ſhould be in need of a 
few-weeks mourning, my dear, by way of change 


of dreſs, I can help you to it. Mr. de Montmo- 


ron * died about four days ago, at his own houſe, 


of a fit of the N there is one added to the 


number of happy ſou 
preſume to judge. 


s; however, we muſt not 
fectly underſtands what I muſt feel; ſhe expreſl.s 
He was of the Sevigne family, | | 

Vol. VIII. Eo apnea, 


I have ſeen the Princeſs, who per- 


1 


7 


ſhe is a good Creature. 
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great affection both for you and me, and every day 
that goes over her head drinks fourteen -or fifteen 
large diſhes of tea; ſhe prepares it in the fame 
manner as you do: firſt, letting the leaves infufe, 
and then filling the cup full of boiling water; ſhe 
ſays it has been the panacea of all her diſorders; 
and very gravely aſſured me that the Landgrave *, 
Her. nephew, drank forty. diſhes every morning, 
faſting 3 Thirty perhaps, Madame”, ſays I; 
oh no ] aſſure you, hedrank forty, not a cup 


„ leſs; and this has raiſed him from the brink. 


of the grave. After this, you know, I was 
obliged to ſwallow it. I told her that I was very 
glad to'find Europe in good health, by her being 
out of mourning. She ſaid I judged very right, 
but that ſhe was apprehenſive ſhe muſt be obliged 
to change her dreſs ſoon for her ſiſter the Elec- 
treſs +. I am perfectly well acquainted by this 
time. with all the family- affairs in Germany; but 
in ſpite of her oddities, it muſt be confeſſed that 

I have ſent you a letter incloſed for Mr. de 
Pomponne; I am rejoiced he has got this abbey! 
in what a pretty manner it was given! at the time 
he was in Normandy, never dreaming of any ſuch 
a thing. Non ti Pinvidio, non, ena piango il mio r, 
that is as much as to fay, muſt my dear child ne- 


ver obtain the leaſt favour? Do you not think 
that your affairs hold the chief place in my heart ? 


I am certain, I think of them with more concern 


of Heſſe-Cafſel = ; 
+ Charlotte of Heſſe Caſſel, wiſe to Charles Louis Count Pala- 
tine of the Rhine, and Elegor of the Empire, 
1 Tis not thy deſtioy I envy, but tis my own that I lament. 
4s than 
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chan you yourſelf do; but make the moſt of that 
courage which enables you to bear every frown of 


fortune; and, if you would make my dife happy, 
continue to love me. For my part, I ſhall ſtill 
cheriſh that affection which is ſo pleafingly pain- 
ful. | Ts 


a 
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LETTER DLXXVIIL 
To the Same. 


The Rocks, Sunday, 8 October, 1684. 


2 


Ars! my dear child, how-concerned 
am I to hear that you have been ill; let me tell 
you, a ſwelling in the throat is a very ſerious mat- 
ter, it might very eaſily take the name of quinſey. 
Lou put this off with an air of raillery, to prevent 
my being frightened ; but the heat of your blood, 
which has occaſioned you ſo many ſufferings, will 
not ſuffer me to ſmile, eſpecially when it attacks 
your breaſt. The journey to Gif muſt have greatly 
fatigued you; do you remember that which you 
made to Lambeſc with the Princeſs of Monaco? I 
do not believe, indeed; you have been dangerouſly 
ill; but then the foggy air of St. Bernard's vallies, 
the gloom of that retreat, the tears you have ſhed, 
the fatigues you have undergone, and the loſs of 
reſt, has had ſuch an effect on you, that you have 
been obliged to be bled twice in eight and forty 
hours. Compoſe yourſelf, my dear; let me be- 
ſee ch you, keep yourtelf * and do not think 
76555 2 of 
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of writing volumes, nor trouble yourſelf with an- 
ſwering the endleſs ſcrowls that I ſend you from 
this diſtant part of the world; for if you ſhould act 
otherwiſe, I might, for the future, confine myſelf 
to write only a page in folio to you. EY - 


To the Chevalier DE GRIGNAN. 


| I am infinitely obliged to you for 
taking the pen out of my daughter's hand; not- 
withſtanding her raillery, I beſeech you to hinder 
her from writing any more for theſe two or three 
days, and to be obliging enough to ſave her that 
trouble by becoming her amanuenſis to me. A- 
mong other things, I beg you will anſwer me 
every particular relating to the holy maid, and let 
me know what could occaſion this ſudden impa- 
tience in her; as alſo what Mr. de Montauſier and 
Mademoiſelle d*Alerac are doing, and what effect 
this elopement will have upon our marriage; you 
will oblige me greatly by chatting with me a little 
upon theſe heads. BY $20 


8 But above all things, I recommend 
to you the care of my daughter's health; truſt her 
not when ſhe is for fitting up”late at night, and 
riſing early in a morning, and perpetually ſwal- 
lowing oceans of tea and coffee. I aſſure you, Sir, 
ſuch a way of living is very hurtful to one whoſe 
blood is fo apt to be enflamed as her's is. Re- 
member only the condition we ſaw her in ſome 
time ago, and do not ſuffer her to abuſe the re- 
turn of her health and beauty. She is ſubject to 
2 pain in her fide, which often gives me great un- 
eaſineſs; for I never can be perſuaded that ſuch 
pains afſlict people without there being __ 


ther line. 


1 
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tent malady. Put her in mind of a certain herb- 
tea, to which ſhe ought to ſhew ſome regard, if 
it is only out of gratitude. Take her to Livri, to 
reſt herſelf a little, and let me have the ſatisfac- 
tion of knowing, that, by keeping conſtantly with 
her, you are that impelling force which will pie- 


vent her from doing ill. 


Toe Madame BE GRIGNAN. 


| This may be a little tireſome to 
you, my dear; but I ſhall ſay to you, if you com- 
plain, , Who talks toyou*?” If it is only out 
of love to me, take eare of yourſelf; for your ab- 
ſence, and the thought of your being in an ill ſtate 
of health, is too much for me to bear at once. 
I am ſure I ſhall not find thoſe cheeks fo 
blooming as when I left them; nothing can 
change a perſon ſooner than the pains you com- 
plain of, and two ſuch great and unmerciful bleed- 
ings; in ſhort, I can write upon no other ſubject. 
I am very anxious to hear about you; but if you 
do not make uſe of the Chevalier, as your ama- 
nuenſis for ſome time, I will not write you ano- 


"v 


Is expect my ſon back from Rennes, 
to-day ; J have had a few converſations with bis 
wife lately, and really ſhe appears to be a good 
rational kind of body, ſhe enters into our affairs 
from their fountain-head in a better manner than 
any other perfon I know in Brittany. It is no 
ſmall matter, in my opinion, not to find a pettiſh 


or contrary temper, but one who underſtands 


things in their proper light. 
; See Letter June 9. 
EY © - Indeceds - 


102 LETTER S OF THE 


| Indeed, child, I cannot nx 
with your deſire of my being always i in company, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to devote certain hours to 
you; and the Jiberty of doing fo, tho attended 
with ſome pangs, is ſtill agreeable. Yet I muft 
confeſs, that, however I occupy myſelf, the days 
wil ſtill appear long in this place, and more fo 
than uſual; as for the month of September, I re- 


ally thought it had taken me half of the year to 


itſelf; ; and 1 cannot reconcile to my imagination 
my having been only a fortnight Berg. 


SM e ee 


EL E r T: E R cDLxxIx. 
83 the Same. 
= 1 Sunday, 5 Noventer, 1684. 


henſions on account of your diſorder; and I con- 


jure you not to conceal from me the real ſtate of 


your. health; but, ſurely, chat third bleeding was 
too mueb, alter the two former, I cannot help 


thinking that you have not been properly treated; 


I thought Alliot had been your phy ſician, but I 
find there are more thamone who claim that me- 
rit: and Mr. de Coulanges writes me word, that 


it was Ceron.-who had zhat honour, wh, it ſeems, 


bas been ſent for, poſt, to viſit Madame de Chaul- 
nes, who is at death's door, and that it was he 


who ordered Jou thoſe three hs your ou 
order 


ES, my dear, I do make you: 
a promiſe-that I will not terrify-myſelf with appre- 


F 08 ona ml es I ES 
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order being very preſſing and violent. It reſts 
with you to tell me the real truth, for I am quite 


at a loſs what to think of the d fferent accounts 1 


have read; according to you, the pain of your 
breaſt was trifling, and the danger all over when 
they applied the remedy. Whatever may be in 
this, my dear, make yourſelf eaſy and get well as 
ſoon as poſſible; for this purpoſe ſtick to your 
herb-tea, which, notwithſtanding all its diſagtee- 
ableneſs, is the true ſpecific for your complaints; 
and if you ſhould find writing troubleſome to you, 
get a friend to write for you, only juſt put a line 
at the top and bottom, for I mult iee your hand- 
writing in ſome. part, or it is ail over with me; 
but it will give me on the contrary great pleaſure 


to reflect, that, ſtretched at your eaſe upon your 


couch, you chat with me, without confining your- 
ſelf to a poſture for two hours together that muſt 
be very hurtful to your breaſt; As for our healihs- 
here, | will tell you very ſincerely. how they ſtand: 


in the firſt place, as to myſelf, I am perfectly 


well; I walk abroad when the weather is fine; 1 
avoid both fogs andinight-airs; and my ſon, who 
has à watchſul eye over me, fetches me in upon 


the leaſt appearance of either. My daughter-in-law 
never ſtirs out, ſhe has gone thro” a courſe of bath- 


ings and drinking the waters, which has greatly fa- 


tigued her, without the leaſt advantage as yet; ſo 
that we are neither in a condition or humour totakę 


very long walks. At Livri, indeed, one is tempted 
to do it ſometimes, for in the heat of ſummer it 
is very. wan to take a ww. turns. by 9 
light. 


— 


The good Abbe is ſtill troubled? 


with his flatulences, but he is uſed to them; the 


F 4. Capuchins,, 
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Capuchins, who, you know, are the univerſal 
_ phyſicians af this country, have preſcribed him 
certain medicines which they promiſe him will do 
wonders ; but they are very tedious in their ope- 
ration, and he ſtill continues to ſuffer. As for 
me, I am quite rid of my vapours, I believe they 
only came becauſe I made much of them; and as 
they have found of late that I deſpiſe them, they 
have taken their leave of me, to go and frighten 
ſome other fools like myſelf. This now is the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, relating 
to the ſituations of all here. 


: That in which you repreſent Ma- 
demoiſelle d'Alerac, is inimitably deſcribed ; it 
enlivens the heart like a glaſs of briſk Champagne. 
It is no wonder that ſhe begins to have a feeling in 
her preſent circumſtances; that of Mr. de Polig- 
nac muſt certainly be much more ſenſible, as gra- 
titude in him is joined with love. I think the ar- 


ticles will be better ſettled at Livri than at Mr. de 


Montauſier's houſe ;' but, by the way, I cannot ac- 
count for the behaviour of Mr. de Polignac in his 
firſt appearance; what meant that ſerious air and 
ſhort viſit? Fhere is fomething extraordinary in 
this air of coolneſs, when it might be expected 
that he ſhould have explained himfelf with a ten- 
der and paſſionate warmth upon his long abſence 
and filence ! I cannot conecive how, after ſuch a 
beginning, he could bring himſelF off ſo handſome- 
ly as you ſay he did. But, indeed, you have paint- 
"ed the whole of that ſcene in a moſt lively man- 
ner, for which 1 return you many thanks, my 
dear, as you know how much I intereſt myſelf in 
this affair, | 1 5 7 


— 


- The 


„ 3 Eh 
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wt The good Abbe likewiſe returns 

his thanks to Mr. du Pleſſis, for the honour he 
has done our canal, whoſe reputation has been 
not a little heightened by the accident you men- 
tioned: it may be compared to a ſudden and vi- 
gorous execution of juſtice, after it has lain for 
ſome time neglected; every one ſees, trembles, 
and believes; after this little kind of ſhipwreck, 
drought, mud, and frogs may do their worſt; we 
ſhall- always be able to boaſt a canal in which Mr, 
du Pleſſis had like to be drowned. | 


| We have had a fortnight, or more, 
of very dreary weather, but there is no judging of 
the ſeaſon in this country very probably you have 
had it warm and fine at Fontainebleau, while 
we have been buried in damps and fogs ; however, 
we muſt take theſe things as they happen, for we 
cannot have the direction of them. I am very 
ſorry that the Chevalier's rheumatiſm has attacked 
him ſo early. Vichi has not done him any great 
ſervice this year; I wiſh our Capuchins may have 
better ſucceſs. 


I imagine you are at Paris, and 
will not be long befote you are at Fontainebleau; 
but, my dear, do you propoſe to make the jour- 
ney in one day? Conſider, you muſt take care of 
your health, let that be the prevalent conſidera- 
tion; for, in truth, my health and life are wrap- 
ped up in it. What do you think I have got 
by the death of Madame de Luines *? Why? 
the heart-ach, and a thouſand melancholy re- 


Anne de Rohan, ſhe died the 29th October, in the 25th year 
of hrr age. | | c 
F 5 flections, | 


* 
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flections, which there is no warding off. What 


muſt we do not to die? Young, bandſome, rich, 
and perfeAly happy, ſhe paid the tribute of hu- 
manity laſt year, by a violent illneſs, which 


brought her to death's door; and yet, in leſs than 


another year, ſhe dies outright. Here is room for 


infinite meditation! Mr. de Cheulnes is greatly 
afflicted at this event; ſay ſome thing to him upon 
it; Madame de Chaulnes has a great friendſhip. 
for me, ſhe has been extremely ill; it would not 


be right to ſeem to neglect them. 


Farewel, my deareſt 3 Madame de 
la Fayette writes me word that Madame de Cou- 
langes is charmed with your wit and perſon. 


I. ET TER DLXXX. 
To the Same. 


The Rocks, Wedneſday, . 5 * VER er, 1684, 


I HAVE received a letter from 


Marſhal d'Eftrade, in which he relates forheartily 
and exactly all the queſtions you put to him con- 
cerning me, and I perceive in them ſo ſtrong an 
affection for all that relates to me, that I confeſs 
I cannot read his letter without tears; I aſk your 
pardon for this weakneſs, it is paſſed ; but, indeed, 
I was not prepared for this new proof -of the 


affection of one fo dear to me. In this, my dear, 


you have an account of the moſt remarkable ad- 
| ventures 
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ventures that have befallen me ſince I wrote to 
you laſt. g r e BO 
951050 You tell me that I do not give my- 
ſelf up entirely to you. Alas! my dear child, 


| what is the occaſion of it? I could eaſily tell you, 


had I an inelination to debaſe my letter with a 
detail of the reaſons that obliged me to quit you, 
of the difagreeable ſituation of things in this part 
of the world, of the ſums that are owing me, and 


the delays in the payment of them, and how all 


my affairs muſt have gone to ruin had I not taken 
this reſolution in time. You know very well that 
J put it off for two years with pleaſure, but, my 
dear, ftill there mult be a time for beginning; I 
can hardly call my fortune my own, unleſs I con- 
tinue to ſatisfy every jyſt demand, and preſerve - 
that character at my death which I have main- 
tained all my life. This, this, my dear, is the 
cruel cauſe: that tears me from you, and is this a 


ſubject to entertain you with? But I have the 


pleaſing hope of ſeeing you ſoon again; in the 
mean time, I am here with my ſon, who is very 
happy to ſee me ſpend a part of what he owes me; 
this reflection makes me fleep ſound, and enables 
me to bear the loſs of all that his farmers are in- 
debted to me, from whom, I dare ſay, I fhall ne- 
ver get aſhilling: I am perſuaded that you ſeel all 
the force of theſe facts, which, however, will 


ſoon be at an end, and then I ſhall be reſtored to 


my former condition, however: {:could nor for- 
bear making you acquainted with the whole in the 
bitterneſs of my heart, becauſe I find ſome relief 
in talking with my dear girl, . whole tenderneſs is 
not to be equalled. ee i, 


F 6 I hardly 
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Jy I hardly think it worth while to 
ſpeak of my health, which is every thing I could 
wiſh, and I love Mr. de Coulanges for having ſhewn 
you my letter, as it will have cured you of your 
imaginations, for the ſtyle one takes in writing to 
him reſembles joy and health. What my ſon wrote 
you concerning the Capuchins, was to put you 
upon your guard in caſe of any ſudden alarm; but 
that is as yet to come, and in the hands of provi- 
dence, for hitherto our machines have not been 
much diſordered, but your's, my dear, has not 
N regular, for you have had a ſevere fit of 
IIInels. „ 5 | 1 


13 The weather ſtill continues terri- 
ble; the poſt can hardly paſs tbe roads, ſo that 
we muſt no longer think of receiving our packets 
regularly. I had very little to ſay of the journey 
to Foueſnel; it was as dreary as poſſible. I juſt 
mentioned it to Coulanges. I find that your con- 
nections with his wife ſtill go on very pleaſingly, 
that is, as it ſhould be; her huſband writes like 
an angel. It ſeems he has let you into the mad 


tory of the fair Cuverdan, but we do not know | 


whether it was truth or fiction, for he ſays ſhe 
was daughter of Cafut, which Caſut was a folly of 
his childhood, with which he was ſo infected as to 
get a found whipping while a boy, his parents be- 
ing apprehenſive that it would turn his head with 


Madame de Sanzie: however that might be, the 


Cuverdan of this county comes here to-morrow, 
ſhe has been theſe three days on a viſit to the 
princeſs. £ 5 | 


Do you remember, my dear, the 


rule of Corbinelli, that we ſhould never judge 
ä Ft i . | | without 


* 


abandoning the only connection he has with Mr. 
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without having firſt heard both ſides ? There are 

many things to be ſaid pro and con, but in ſhort 
matters were ſo ſituated, that there was a neceſſity 
for my ſon's breaking with Madame de Tiſe, and 


de Mauron *, or to break off abruptly with the 
princeſs: he held out as long as he could, in or- 
der to avoid being guilty of ſuch. a piece of rude- 
neſs; but at length he was obliged to do the one 
or the other, and he preferred the ſatisfaction of 
being upon a good footing with his new relations, 
and the calls of gratitude and intereſt, to the glory 
of having followed the precautions of the princeſs, 
whoſe hcad, like thoſe of all other Germans, 
was full of them. You will ſay that Madame de 
Tiſe was very ridiculous to exact ſuch a reſolve 
from her nephew, that ſhe does not behave like a 
woman, who knows the world, that her conduct is 
abſurd and inconſiſtent ; all this is very true, but 
there was no altering her. | e - To 


| Good God! what a medley of 
ſtuff is here, I did not intend to ſay half ſo much 
on this head, but let us now come to Mr. de 
la Trouſſe, who is making large ſtrides on the 
road to fortune. Do you know the qualities of a 
ſimple machine called a lever? I think I have been 
ſuch an one to him; do you think I am 
over-vain in ſaying ſo? This makes me intereſt 
myſelf particularly in the tranſactions of his life, 
which have hitherto procured, him a great deal of 
honour, and not leſs -favour. I ſhall not fail to 
write to him; in the mean time make my com- 


* Father-in law to Mr, de Serien, and brother to Mad, de 


if, 


pliments 
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= on this ſubject a0 Mademoiſelle de Mer; 


deſite you not to forget it. 


I have nothing farther to ſay of the- 
anden of Madame de Coulanges,' only that 


T-think ſhe has taken the beſt and moſt proper me- 


thod. Vou form agight judgment of the ſucceſs 
that is likely to actend- Madame de 1a Fayette's 
interceſſion. Never did any perſon do ſo many 
good offices without ſtirring out of their place. 
She has a great ſhare of merit, and is held in high 


eſteem; theſe two articles you ſhate in common 
with her, but not her good fortune; yet I much 


queſtion Whether all the expences and ſerviees of 


Mr. de Grignan will do more than you. It is not 


er great concern that I fee you and him ſo 


ed. You'll do extremely well to go to Ver- 


ſailles when the court goes there; but, my dear 
girl, I cannot too often caution you to take care 


of the waters, for we have ſtrange ſtories told 
here of the damage done in your part of the world 
by the late inundatioas. 


* 


| You certaimy ſpeak the truth when 
you tell me that the affection you have for me does 


you harm, and it will be but doing me juſtice to 
think that I feel the ſame to a greater degree than 
I would chuſe to do; for, in ſhort, when one 


Joves to a certain degree, one fears every thing, 


foreſees every thing, and figures to one's- ſelf what- 
ever is poſſible to happen, though moſt likely ne- 
ver to happen at all. Sometimes the diſtance be- 
tween the poſts appears inſupportable to me, and 
when I receive a letter from you at laſt, I open it 
with fear and trembling; there is no denying that 


all this does one harm: therefore, my dear girl, 
| let 


„ . et tt EF 


es 


it» 


il, 
let 


company; however, ſhe fends 
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let it be your ſtudy and mine to ſpare ourſelves theſe- 
anxieties as much as poſſible, | 


It is now above a fortnight ſince we 
have ſeen the face of any of our walks or gardens, 
ſo dreadful has the weather been, ſo that I have 
given up all thoughts of walking, and keep cloſe 
to my chamber, where I amuſe-myfelf very well. 
with working Coulanges's chair. I had not been 
informed of the mariiage- of Mademoiſelle de 
Courtin; nor do I:care much about it. I have re- 
ceived ſome agreeable remembrances from 
Mr. de Lamoignon; he regrets my abfence, and 
ſays he is greatly chagrined that he did not ſhew.- 
me the ſpeech he made before the aſſembly of the 
ſtates laſt year. I have deſired him to thew it to- 
you, as a perſon who, I fard, was, in one reſpec, . 
more worthy of it than-myfelf. Say fomething to 
him about it, he will be pleaſed with your no- 
tice; | 75 | | 


Madame de Marbeuf is come here, 
ſhe is really a-good creature; but nevertheleſs, my 
dear, I. defire you to believe I could do very well 
without her. Liberty is to me preferable to any 
you a thouſand 
compliments, to which you will do well to anſwer 
by a line or two in your next, and ſono more of 


LE T- 
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CESSES 
LETTER DLIXXI. 

To the Same. 
Te Rocks, Wedneſday, 26 Nov. 1684. 


. 8 O much the worſe ſor you, 
child, if you do not read your letters over, your 
lazinefs robs you of a great pleaſure, which is not 
one of the leaſt of the ills it may occaſion you; 
for my part, I read them over and over again; 
they make all my joy, and all my ſorrow, and all 
my occupation, ſo that you are the center and 
cauſe of all. I ſhall begin this letter with you. 


Ils it poſſible that what you tell me 
of yourſelf can be true, that when you was ſpeak- 
ing to the king you was like a perſon beſide your- 
ſel*, and loſt, to uſe your own expreſſion, in the 
blaze of majeſty, that you knew not what you ſaid, 
nor could recollect any of your ideas? Never, ne- 
ver, will I believe that my loved daughter, always 
ſo remarkable for her wit, and happy preſence of 
mind, ſhould have been in ſuch;a condition. But, 
after all, I muſt confeſs, that, from what his ma- 
jeſty ſaid to you, ** that he would do ſomething 
for Mr. de Grignan;” I did nat by any means 
conceive that he had a regard only to the great 
expence Mr. de Grignan has lately incurred; no, 
- the. king's anſwer appeared to me rather as if he 
had ſaid, «© Madam, the gratification you aſk of 
me is a trifle, I will do ſomething more for Grig- 
nan ;” 
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nan ;” meaning the affair of the ſurvivorſhip, which 
would be a capital point gained for your family; 
ſo that I had no thoughts of the little preſent in 
queſtion, and F wrote to you upon that head, 
which you will find in my laſt letters. It reſts 
with you, my dear, to ſet me right, and I beg you 
will do fo, for I do not love to take things by the 
wrong end. a e 


Madame de la Fayette has wrote 
me word that you appeared like a little angel at 
court, that you ſpoke ſome time to the king, and 
that it was thought you was ſoliciting a penſion 
for your huſband: I returned for anſwer, making 
ſlight of- the matter, „that I believed it was to 
be eech his majeſty to conſider Mr. de Grignau, 
for the great expence he was obliged to be at in. 
Provence,” and that was all. f | 


55 Pou relate in an inimitable manner 
the ſtory of Mr. de Villequier and his mother-in- 
law. There ſeems no danger of her proving a 
Phoedra to him; had you read that part of your 
letter over you would readily have conceived the 
manner in which it ſtruck me upon reading it. 
It is not altogether unlike the ſtory of Joconde 
and the chambermaid, yawning with fatigue at 
her long waiting; it is a maſter-piece of wit, 1 


think Mad. d' Aumont's behaviour very com- 


mendable, and ſuch as ought to make her huſ- 
band perfectly eaſy. : 


_- - Here is great news from Savoy. I 
can never believe the king can withhold his pity 
and aſſiſtance from the young Princeſs of Baden, 
when ſhe repreſents to-him the condition-of her 

mother 


21 LETTERS OF T-HE | 
mother ad by all her children. I do not 
believe ſhe will ſet out till her mother is gone 

this ſame mother indeed has ſuch a deal of fire 
about her, that it is difficult to perſuade one's-ſelf 
that ſhe is not ſtill in the prime of her youth, 
The princeſs of Tarentum intends to receive her 
at Vitre. As for Madame de Marbeuf, ſhe is one 
of her old acquaintance, they have ſpent whole 
winters together in ſupping and playing at the pa. 

lace of Soiſſons; you may eafily judge how readily 
they will renew this at Rennes. I have told my 
ſon the ſtory of the Chevalier de Soiſſon's engage. 
ment, we could neither of us haue believed the 
eyes of a. grandmother retained ſtill ſo much 
power. I do not think it worth mentioning to 
you the raiſing-of the ſiege of Buda ; it is a piece 
of news hardly of confequence enough to give a 
place to in my letters. 14 the Dauphineß, 
However,. will take the pains to be angry that 
her brother has expoſed himſelf in this manner, 
and has acquitted himſelf ſo well in this expedition, 
. that it is a/pity ſuch an eee e 
to return from: it. 8 


9D Aa & se 


Our Murtby i is very m wich one of 
thoſe bad colds and coughs which you have ſeen 
him afflicted with, He is in his littſe cloſet. We 
take better care of him here than would be done 
at Paris. As for my daughter · in- Iaw, ſhe has gon: 
_thro' all the hot and cold regimen of the Capu- 
chins, without being affected either one way ot 
the other by them. When the weather is fine, a 
it has been for theſe laſt three days, I venture out 
about two o'clock, and walk backwards and fore 
wards before the gardeners, who are lopping the 


trees, but without topping to look at chem; . 
| ter 
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aſter I have enjoyed all the heat of the ſun, I re- 
turn back to the houſe, leaving the ſetting day to 
thoſe of a more hardy conſtitution. In this man- 
ner do I manage myſelf to pleaſe you; nay, very 
often I do not ſtir out of the houfe at all. Cou- 
langes's chair, a few books that my ſon reads admi- 
rably well, and now and then a little converſation, 
will compoſe the-whole of my: occupation during- 
the winter, for I ſhall exactly follow your orders in 
6 Lene 8 : | 
1 on 0170 My don . WED well 
what . To ſay the truth, we 
fhould/ þe very dull without him, and he without 
us; but he manages matters ſo well, that there is 
generally a party of ombre in my apartment, and 
at intervals we read, and make comments on what 
we read; but you Know what ſart of a place the 
Rocks is. We have read a folio volume thro' in 
little more than a week. Among others we have 
been engaged in that of Mr. de Nicole; as alſo 
the lives of the fathers of the deſart, and the hiſto- 
ty of the teformation in England; in ſhort, thoſe 
who are happy enough to have a taſte for this kind 
of — 11g u never want where withal to. 
pals their time. 5 1 631 


ov > This mat one of Madame de Senne e's poſt days. N 
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. . 
10e . e he Sad te Ns. 
"The Rocks, Wedudfday, 29 Nev. 168, 


I See you, my dear, and pity your 


fituation; you have an inclination to write to me, 


'you have a great many things to ſay, but Madame 


de Lavardin, without troubling her head about it, 


dines two hours ſooner than ordinary, purpoſely 


to have time enough to make you a viſit ; then 
"comes in Madame de Lamoignon, and after her 


Mr. de Lamoignon ; this laſt, indeed, was enough 
to make you forget writing- at all, but at length 


time ſpins on, the hour is come, the poſt will ſet 
off, and I muſt write to my mother, or elſe every 


thing will be overſet indeed; and ſo it would, my 


dear, for I muſt hear from you either by hook or 


by crook, as they ſay here, nor muſt a poſt pals 
without that ſatisſaction, which is meat, drink, 
and cloathing to me.; but if you ſhould happen 
another time to be taken unawares, as was the 
caſe laſt Saturday, de as you fay, ſeribble only two 
or three lines without comirg to any concluſion, 
and I ſhall perfectly well underitand what it means; 


deſides, I make it my earneſt requeſt to you, my 

dear, that you will not fatigue yourſelf with an- 

ſwering my long letters paragraph by paragraph, 

conſider that mine is nothing but the chit- chat of 

a perſon: who has not any part of her time taken 

up with. viſits. or other affairs, as you __ | 
| | ave, 
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have, ſo that it is entertainment to me, and was 
„it not out of pure compaſſion for you, I ſhould 
not know when to end; let me then goſſip my 
fill without being at the pains to make a regular 
reply, but only inform me of your own affairs 
and of thoſe for whom you have a love and regard, 
and ſuch like matters. However, I muſt put you 
in mind that you have not yet ſet me right in re- 
gard to the affair at Verſailles; T beg you will not 
Jet me be longer in the dark on that ſubject. Has 
Madame de la Fayette ſaid any thing of it to you 
as yet? Inform me likewiſe what is become of 
that Guadiana; methinks ſhe is a long time be- 
fore ſhe makes her appearance again ? 


You. have done me a ſenſible plea- 
ſure by driving the princeſs Olympia out of the 
hotel of Carnavalet. I do not like that woman; 
I have a much greater regard for a pretty perſon- 
age, who would do extremely well to act the 
ducheſ of Grignan? It is by this title that Cou- 
langes always mentions you in his letters with all 
the ſeriouſneſs imaginable, I have laughed at it 
very heartily, and I wiſh it may have the ſame ef- 
fect on you. He is ſtill mad after that poor Ca- 
verdan, but it is an unaccountable folly, for which 
he muſt one day, anſwer, for the poor woman ſays 
all the good things in the world of him; there is 
not a woman in Brittany who has a better heart 
or nobler ſentiments. There now ! he falls a 
laughing at me. No, no, I am no ſuch dupe, 
lays he, not I, I can ſee as clear as another per- 
ſon, but I know every one has a failing, and her's 
Wis but a trifle in compariſon of. thoſe which at- 
;entack the nobler parts. Well, after all, my dear, 
ri L am a ſad creature, and I cannot help laughing 

| | myſelf 
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myſelf at Coulanges's folly, but I will not make p 
him any anſwer, leſt ſome ill ſhould befall me as MW t 


2 r e for my ingratitude, for indeed no- 
thing cin equal the affection and friendſhip that 
both Mr. de Coulanges and his wife have always Nc. 
ſhewn towards me, or their attention to every N 
thing that concerns me or mine, and the letters of 
both are no ſmall pleaſure to me, though in diffe- 2 


5 I went rede 70 Gine with the 
princeſs; T left the good Marbeuf behind me. 
We had a deal of talk about the news that's ſtir- 
ring. The princeſs of Baden came through An- 
gers, and is highly delighted with that tour; ſhe 
nas an excellent cock with her, but ſeldom makes 
any uſe of him but upon particular occaſions. - You 
inquired of me the other day about a certain per- Xe 
fon, I now inquire of you about Corbinelli; it is WW 
above a fortnight finee I have ſeen a ſcrap of his Ml 
writing, and it was above three weeks that I had 
not ſeen it before. He makes a bad uſe of irre- 
_ -gularity. Ts his nephew returned? 1 adviſe hin WW, 
to write to hin. Po 


| You may, without the leaſMſeruple 
read the letter for Mad. de Vins: Þll take your 
word for your not having read'it yet: ſhe owed me 
an anſwer, but ſhe writes to me that not having 
ſeen you, and conſequently having nothing to 
write concerning you, ſhe did not think proper to 
trouble me with what related only to herſelf, 
When you write to her, pray make my compli- 
ments, and endeavour to get the ſame ſent as far 
ao Pomponne, I am very uncaſy about the Dau- 
Phin's 
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ozin's diforder, the Chevalier writes me word that 
be is very well. | 


Fare wel, my lovely and beloved, I 


which I have for you, it is a terra . to me. 


eee 
LETTER DLXXXII. 
f | To the Same, 
e The Racks, Wedneſday, 13 Dec. 1684, 
8 
; Þ HEY may ſay what they will 


here; I. never can be. perſuaded that it was but 
three months yeſterday, fince I bid, you farewel, 


with grief, and eyes filled with tears; no, I can 
never believe it, I ſpeak ſincerely. I have loſt all 
knowledge of time fince our ſeparation, every 
thing is turned topſy 2 in my poor brain, and 
Lam lun. one loſt in a | | 


8 thouſand franks would 


with in your company, but they would not have 
been ſo eaſily come at from ſuch a diſtance. As 
it is, I have made ſhift to manage that ſum, by 
eating and drinking out part of what my ſoh owes 
me, and laying by the whole of my income, in 
the mean time, for the payment of my own 


indeed 


- 


cannot figure to myſelf aught beyond that affection 


—U —— - —— 


u charming Counteſs, which a heart burſting 


have been no bad thing to have paſſed the winter 


debts there was no other way left but this, the 


* 


never after reſumed, 


appearance at 
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indeed it has coſt my poor heart dear, and more 
ſo than I chuſe to tell you. 


Never, ſure, was any thing more 
happily imagined than that which you wrote me 
concerning gan beauty who was to make her 

erſailles, perfectly new, perfectly 
pure, and indebted to nature only for her charms, 
and who, it was be ieved, would eclipſe all the o- 
ther beauties. I aſſure you my curioſity. was greatly 
raiſed, and I expected that ſome new beauty was 
really to be brought to court and introduced, when 
behold, all on a ſudden it turned out to be a Ri- 
ver , that, notwithſtanding the regularity of 
its proceedings hitherto, has at length ſuffered it- 
ſelf to be drawn alide by an army of 40,000 men, 
no leſs a number being ſufficiegt to make a bed 
for it. Methinks this is a preſent which Madame 
de Maintenon has made to the king, as the thing 
in the world that he defired moſt> I was not ac- 


quainted with the name of this river; but though 


it is not very famous, yet the inhabitants of its 


banks cannot fail of being ſurprized at its abſence, 


It is an event that was not much to be apprehended 
in the common courſe of things, and our modern 


geographers will be as much to ſeek as thoſe who 


would not have been able to have found out the 
mountains of Offa and Pelion, after Mercury re- 
moved them, which obliged that deity to ſet them 


„ The river Eure, a part of whoſe waters were cut off a lit- 
tile below Chartres (at Pontgoin) with a defign to bring them over 
land by an aqueduct to Maintenon, and from thence to Verſailles 
But the war of 1688, together with the ſic kneſs cauſed by open- 
ing the grounds, occaſioned the work to be diſcontinued, after it 
had been carried on as far as the camp of Maintenon, and it wat 


down 


and good a m atch, 
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down in their place again“; but I imagine his 
Majeſty. will not = ſo o much, OPER: far 
eee e 
4; In. my abe 5 de on acer 

1 upon | but ge 9 5 bi a Ms £ an 
* Poli oy aſter 9 475 8 bis obſtinacy, oc- 
caſioned the breaking © a Petar Which was 


ſo well concerted, and had altead y gone ſo far f. 
AL 


Mr. de la Garde wrote to me about this affair, 
and ſeems. to. think as, you, do, that it is very 
wronf to. behave thup to perſong of their rank and 
diſtiaction, ang. 15 gare ſo. mu . Je 8 eſteemed bf 
Mademoiſelle d Alerac and Me. Grignen. 
fancy vg is the opinion Q moſt people. If you 
oy Madang de n you will do right. to talk 
er plainly upon U this ſubject. As for me, who 


cog fe ang hog like a duke at hand ta com- 


t Ma emoiſelle Alerac. for her preſent... ols; 
canngt help thigking that her fortune will, 197 

10 terhptation to any one, after what has paſled.; 
and as, for what ſhe expects from her ſiſter, ite is a | 
mere chimera, made uſe, of only to anſwer the 
preſent purpoſe of diſa pöinting her of ſo ſuitable 
Put all, this time Mr. de 


ontauſier 1 to 


ve himſelf v ded little; 12 — 


2 17 5 ſee eing h his. dee 5 ſet 
. the b 29 9 uences th this affair may bave 74 er 
12 ſure you Fo am A good « deal boeaſy about. *. 


oy See the Contem/plarer, one of Luelan's dialogues, LY 3 Wo” 


1 See Letter DXXIV, 
41 Mademoi Alle.s 422 was niece 0 Julia de uuns. 
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You om adit me with 
And tur futpriſe me. "Simiinewas' always fub- 
ject to the gravel, he thought hiniſelf p erfeclly 
cured of that complaint on 185 ſee how it has 
turned out! "You habe he to the foul 
of my poor fttier, 50 TFH 285 the reaſon of 
the patience of cert ain "eva ies would to hea- 
ven he may not have ered for being of a very 
| Ju iſpoſitlon ! You ſtill perſt ſt in kaligüing 
gutfelf to anſwer every article, of my letters: 
Food God !*cannot you Jet me have my own wa 
have nothing elfe to do. You laue 4 at the 1 
cted ffeedom 575 ed between Rent and 
me, but I'sfite'you it is a ver ty g good thing, and 
our friendſhip is never She Tefs real and ſolick for it. 
I do not ſay 1399 ſhould not write at all, but 
Only chat you oft not hurt yourſelf by writing; 
for 855 g Ido not write to my Friend 
today, yet I ma 1 t have the lefs regard for him; 
1 bas” ſent ine 8 metr\ \ ahbcdores, 'T will 
y him di gau iy, 1 i ght z. fo the mean time, 
Takin make free wi his Ae from a cet- 


Lin that ag: do To. Ns why. 


bait et me "khow! "Ye hl "Chev 


thinks b olignac ;. p 3. pra "heaven our ſenti- 
ments ma be alike on this Head. I ſee youln your 
*Eteſs at Verſailles,” but let me fee my dear daugh- 
ter for once at the poor Ducheſs of Chaulnes's, 80 
ſympathies Ti her. in that ns. BHP. of. the 


ide. 

plngo? we bebe nad ale a Wea- 
ther Frag two days paſt, and we have made the 
moſt of it, bit in a)running way. 1 defy.” the 


| bemalen to catch * love open weather; but we 


— 


Wea- 
* 
the 
3 but 
when 
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when it is ſo very open as to ſpill any of its con- 
tents on our head, that is to ſay, when it rains 
or begins to grow dark, I am ready to cry. I be- 
gin to love the little good woman who is in the 
hands of the Capuchins. Adieu, my dear, I em- 
brace you from the bottom of a ſincerelſy affectionate 
heart. | 3 


LETTER DLXXXIV. | 
; To the Same. | 1 
Dye Aae, 1540 I's Be 1684. 


HERE is little Beaulieu on 


the point of ſetting out to play the man of conſe- 


quence this winter at Verſailles: happy creature 
in ſix days time he will ſee the Counteſs of Grig- 
nan. he thought awakens all my ſorrows, and 
cuts me to the heart. He brings you the three 
deeds you have already ſeen, and which are ex- 
actly the ſame with the copy that Mr. de Ormeſſon 
ſent me. If you have a mind to ſee them com- 
pletely ſigned and ſealed by my ſon, you need anly 
open the packet that contains them, and ſeal it up 
again, and give it to Beaulieu together with my 


letters, which he will take care to deliver accord- 


ing to their directions. Vour brother executed 
theſe deeds with a very obliging readineſs, for he is 
not infected with the manners of this country. He 
was highly pleaſed to have in his poſſeſſion again 
the note for 80, ooo francs, which was a debt of 
the Morthy's to me, and for which my ſon had en- 

| G 2 gaged 
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gaged in order for your ſecurity, He always in- 
tended to pay it ; however, he was not a little 
Pleaſed that the Abbe gave him up his note again, 
and that he has made you a preſent of another 


paper, of which Sevigne had not the leaſt know- 


ledge, though it related to part of his own for- 
tune; but, for that very reaſon, you will ſay he 
was the leſs ſenſible of the loſs. He has thanked 
the good Abbe-as one ſhould thank a benefaQor, 
who has by a well-timed ſtroke of liberality re- 
trieved our affairs when on their laſt legs, for ſuch 
was your brother's: caſe; and had it not been for 
this ſeaſonable aſſiſtance, he muſt have abſolutely 
been a bankrupt, However, now the worſt is o- 
ver, and things have turned out very happily, both 
for you and for the eaſe of my life, for it cannot 
but afford me a ſenſible pleaſure that when J die 1 


hall leave no matter of conteſt between my moſt 


intimate friends and children; this was the darling 
object I had in view, and it is with joy 1 ſee [ 
Have not loſt all the fruits of my journex. 


. 2 8. 1 = uy : 1 ; 5 5 E 
1 ͤ ſend you herewith, my dear, the 


moſt precious thing in my poſſeſſion, which is a 4 
pint of my paregoric balſam. I. could not get a q 
n 


greater quantity, the Capuchins being quite out. 


do the ſeat of the diſorder ; they pretend that it is 


* 


It is by the help of this balſam that they cured the 
little body! of: her nephritic complaints. They de- 
ſire that you will put ten or twelve drops of it in 
ſpirit of wine made pretty warm, and rub it well 
into your fide, by which means it will penetrate 


a ſovereign remedy in theſe caſes, as alſo for all 
complaints of the breaſt. {wiſh from the bot- 
10m of my ſoul that you had no occaſion to make 
uſe of it; but as that is too great a happineſs # 


- 


: 
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be expected, I conjure you to try it. Your health 
often occaſions me many uneaſy moments ; I am 


impatient to know how that ſame colick, which rs 


not a colick, fares, Let me know an account of 
what relates to you as often as poſſible. 


Paal not to me of happy new 
years, my dear; happy would the returning 
year be, indeed, were I preſent with you; but 
as I am doomed to live at a diſtance from you, 
the thought of it only brings a return of uneaſineſs, 


and fills my eyes with tears, whether I will or: 


n 
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The Rocks, Wedneſday, 27 December, 168g. 


637.502 $64 W rrmovr examining your 
definitions or proofs of friendſhip and affection, 
my dear, I am perſuaded that I find them all na- 
turally within myſelf; therefore J ſhall not heſi- 
tate to give that precious balſam to the beſt part 


of a whole, of which I am but a fragment. Had 1 


any reaſon to ſuppoſe or foreſee that it would be 
of any uſe to myſelf, the preſent would - have ſome 
additional degree of merit; but as the caſe ſtands 


with me now, I honeſtly detlare*'t6*you, my 


dear, that I have no nephritie complaint wllat- 


ever, nor had I ever any of conſequence enough: 


9 9983 to 
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to demand the aid of this noble remedy; keep 
2 carefully by you, and wholly for your own 


: I readily: conceive the flutter that 
the unexpected appearance of Beaulieu muſt have 


put you into; I am no ſtranger to theſe kind of 


ſurpriſes. He has acquainted you with my pru- 
dent conduct; to ſay the truth, my dear, your 
mother formerly was not reckoned a fool; but I 
do not know how it is, there is a certain time of 
life when we are apt to take a ridiculous care of 
ourſelves, and this is my caſe at preſent. : The 
weather is extremely fine and warm juſt now, and 
we take our walks as if it was the fineſt part of 
autumn. I had my thoughts filled with you on 


Chriſtmas eve, I ſaw you in idea at that ſame + 


. convent, and we were employed at our devotions 


in our chapel. Your brother has taken quite a a 


$crious, not to ſay religious, turn; he occupies 
himſelf in reading works of devotion, he ſeems 
affected by them. The time will come when 
he may think himſelf happy to have ſpent ſome 
part of his time in theſe Chriſtian avocations ; 
for, oh how. dreadſul' a! thing is death to the 
mind bereft, of all ſupport in that terrible hour of 
trial! His wife ſeems to pattake in thoſe ſenti- 
ments; in ſhort, I am the maſt; wicked of the fa- 
mily, but not ſo bad as to be quite a reprobate. 
He has tread. with great pleaſute that part of your 
letter wherein you expreſs yourſelf ſo well ſatisfied 
with bim: you always ſay every thing in the beſt 
manner it can be ſaid, and you are fo charming, 
that this ſeparation from you appears almoſt inſup- 
portable; but what can I do There are many 
things yet to-ſettle, which concern you as much 


as 


Py 
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as myſelf, and I might have as well not made this 
journey at all, as to make it too ſhort; ſo that 1 
muſt reſolve to drain the bitter draught to the bot - 
tom. Beſides, as I obſerved to you in a former 
letter, the money I ſave by being bere ſerves to 
pay ofÞ a part of my debts: elſewhere; without 
this: expedient, what could I have done? You 
know very well what I mean, it has coſt me many 
an uneaſy moment; and; indeed, what could you 
ydurſelf have done but for the lucky aſſiſtance you 
received by the King's bounty? At preſent, I 
e YI made mattets up tolerably well. 


Mr. de Grignan has been very ex- 
peditĩous in coming from Lyons to Paris, conſider- 
ing the dreadful weather we have lately had; his 
return will determine the fate of Mademoiſelle 
d'Alerac; it has been her own fault, I believe, if 
ſhe has not ſupplanted Mademoiſelle de la Va- 

& 1s eg li G12 4 is 11 Iv 15} 1 1 | 
I approve entirely of your ſuppreſ- 
ſing tke cuſtom of er Pre 7 would only 
have been a great expence to no purpoſe; that 
which you aue ſent me is ineſtimable, and comes 
from a leart that there is no forbearing to love and 
admire s Lam ſo well convinced of the ſincerity. - 
of your wiſlies ſbt my life / andibealth,. that Etake 
care of both, as belonging entirely to you; and 
that I cannot neglect without injuring a perſon I 
love ſo much better than myſelf : how few mo- 
thers are there in the world''who'can with con- 
dence ſay the ſame? You ſte however, my dear, 
that your affectionate and heroic ſentiments are 


* 
,- 1 EE EL 4 * | | b 
not thrown away u an un teful perſbn. A* 
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++ 91 ; + Tanſwered a perſon the other day, 
who' was telling me of the Count of Fieſque's good: 
fortune , that I ſhould pity him more now than I 
did when: walking' on foot in his honeſt poverty. 
Vou tell me à ftrange adventure about de Ter- 
mes: the life of that man is really a romance; I 
find, however, that the King is not very well plea - 
ſed that this affair has been talked of. Let me 
entreat you, my dear, to ſee now and then the 
Ducheſs of Chaulnes; as fhe is not perfectly well 
verſed- in friendſhip, ſhe has all the warmth of a 


novice, and writes me word that ſhe is always 


ſeeking for ſome one to diſcourſe about me with; 
that ſhe went to pay a viſit to Madame de la 
Fayette, where ſhe ſaw you juſt returned from 
Verſailles; in ſhort, I have inſpired a heart with 
bye that had no notion of the paſſioůowon. 
it b stiess Simca ea 5: 

Hu, I obſerve that your wiſhes for ſue- 

ceſs in your affairs all tend to the advantage of 
your ſon, without àny regard to yourſelf.;. in like 
manner may I conſider you only in all he notions 

I make: and itois no ſmall comfort to me, that 
from tie ſuperiority I have over you I ſhall, ac- 
coding to the common courſe of nature, hold the 
preſent iank I have about you: happy thought !:to 
reſlectj that, ſo long as Lines Iſhall:neyer::live. 
without: you. yviettro Wn: 30015008; Hi n. 
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mm I: am perfectly well pleaſed with 


thoſe papers I: ſent you, you may without ceremo- 
ny open them allz iÞ-believe your will never have 
1s siam met Dienst 2 aste voy 1 
25 ba uit arie Count e Fieſque, to: 4 in 42 
4 oy note e to pay 2555 crowns, or about 1B, o pounds 
fterling, for which he had a claim upon that republic, © 
AA R * = any 
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any cauſe of diſpute with your brother, he loves: 
peace, has a juſt and chriſtian- like diſpoſtion 
and you, are quite right in ſaying that you find 
great reaſon to be ſatisfied with his conduct in the 
preſent inſtance. I am certain it was always his 
inclination to ſecure you from being a loſer: in 
fine, my dear child, to my inexpreſſible joy, I find 
peace and harmony eſtabliſhed in thoſe hearts 
where I moſt deſired it. 


- And now, my dear, I muſt deſire: 
you to take neither the ſide of St. Remi nor” 
of Chatelet, but, like me, obſerve an exact neu- 
trality ; the Princeſs eſpouſes the cauſe of St. Re- 
mi, my ſon that of Chatelet, on Madame de Ti-- 
ſe's account“; but there is nothing more to do- 
than to clear up this point among. themſelves 3 
perhaps the affair may be decided by the parlia-- 
ment, and ſo taken out of.the hands of the Mar-- 
ſhals of France. 8 = 9 2 


PFParewel, my deareſt; I deſire you 
will load Beaulieu with your commiſſions, for as 
he is going to reſide at Verſailles, he may be uſe- 

ful to you in many inſtances; therefore make uſe 
of him, as if he was your own.. There is another 
thing I have to requeſt of you, which I conjure 
you not to refuſe me, that is, that you will not 
think of accompanying Mr. de Grignan to Gif, 
as it will be both a fatiguing and a dangerous 
journey for you at this ſeaſon of the year; you 
know that you ſuffered three bleedings for the ſore 

throat you got by your former jaunt thither. II 


ele letter of the x 5th November, . 55 
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deſire Mr. de Grignan will act for me, and be 


careful of your health. This is the firſt favour I 


have. to aſk of him, after ene him on 


his ſafe return 10 5. 
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„LETTER DLXXXVL 
To the Same, 
The Rocks Sanden, 2 3 January, 1 68 $6. 


0 got bk that ihe world can 
boaſt 2 more amiable perſon than yourſelf; but 
merit, which all the world acknowledges, 
would not touch me ſo ſenſibly as it does, if 3 you: 
was not at the ſame time the moſt tender and af- 
fectionate child that ever mother was bleſſed with. 
Where ſhall we find one who like you is ſo at- 
tentive to the health, the life, the correſpon- 
dence of a parent, and who makes them the con- 
tinual topic of converſation among her friends, as 
you do? I was extremely well pleaſed with the 
dinner at the hotel de 33 and T do not 


doubt but I ſhall be as contented with this night's 


ſapper, where I ſhall find Mr. de Lamoignon *; 
I had a mind to mention him to you, to ſee if you 
profited by your neighbourhood : but this ſupper 
has ſet me quite right-on that head. I ſhould be 
ſorry that Coulanges ſhould put ſuch an affront 
upon you, as to refuſe your invitation. | 


* Chriſtian Francis de Lamoignon, Prefident of the parliament 
of Paris, ſon of Guillaume de Lamoignon, firſt Preſident, 7 


Manentou ges VE 850 nk. i 

| wr 27 1:4 0 lucky aw e bed by. me 
found) of Wk ſympathetie powder: my ſon will 
tell you hom god a condition my leg is in? : ĩt is 
true, indeed, that a little ſore, which we thought 
healed, has lately given ſome indications of break - 
ing out again; but it was only to have the honour 
of being conquered by the fympathetic powder; 

u may therefore depend upon à complete cure: 
Eh have managed myſelf extremely well; as to my 
walking, it has rather done me ſervice than hurt; 
for, when the ſwelling and pain are abated, you 
maſt not keep the leg continually hoiſted up upon 
a chair. I take the greateſt precaution in regard 
to my health that any one can do; it is for this 
reaſon that I have avoided the cold evening- 
air; and every thing that could hurt me; as to 
the paragoric balſam, it was of no ſervice; which 
made me apply with joy to your ſympathetic po- 
der, which is indeed a divine medicine; the wound 
nas now quite changed its aſpect, and is in a man- 
ner dry and perfectly healed: in ſhort, if with the 
aſſiſtance” of this powder, which heaven has ſent 
me by your hand, I can once more get to walk 
about as I would do, you may ener with 
e my mother is nen well 108 
218 F 7 1E 17301 82 
K d Butt after all. Abi a- 
bout 2 heatoligt let us ſpeak à word or two of 
yout*br:-Madathe! ide! la Fayette has given me to 
underftand how: heartily you intend to laugh at 
the phyſieians, if this powder ſhould! cure your 
ſide:; but, my dear, is it pollible that all which 
Jaſſim and Alliot ſay about its effects can he true? 
If it really is, I ſhall look upon it as a particular 

"_ * flame de Sevigne Had at that time a ſore leg, 


G 6 gilt 
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gift from heaven. Indeed you weld botk of 
you, to think ſeriouſly-of ſomething that is likely 
to do you ſervice for thoſe complaints, and loſe no 
| PT AP for wants: ET after ĩt. 
I 7434-5 8 28 12 ann n 

But, 8 3 Wit a Nike 
ho this "ING for the triumphant Choiſeul-! What 
a glorious winter has this dreadful diſorder * cut 
ſhort-in the middle l They ſay. that ſhe' walked a 
whole night in the froſt and cold, chuſing rather 
to die than to have it. All that you ſay to me 


upon that head is of a nature to go no farther than 


ourſelves. Let m recommend the opera to your 
ſerious peruſal.;;mpon my word, you are rather 
too ſevere to tut into ridicule paſſages that would 
bring the teats into your eyes, was you to ſee them 
repreſented; for my part, I have a great venera- 


tion for what has been- handed. dann to us wich. 


n Een of qntiquity.: 


ITT 24 The 2008 Abbe 3 ſurpriſed 
that the debt, which you with ſo-much honefty and 


generoſity: put before your own, ſhould not be 


thought a ſufficient ſecurity: and he cannot help 
thinking that Mr. de Montauſier has ſuffered him- 


ſelf to be guided, by perſons ho are of a very ri- 


gid and bad diſpoſition. What lawyer Favier ſaid 
to you as admirable, and you ate in an excel- 


lent place for haying the beſt adyice. This will 


proxe a very critical year for your- affairs, and Mr. 
de Grignan's preſence will not be a little neceſſary. 

As it has not pleaſed God to permit me to be a 
witneſs of the concluſion of theſe matters, and 
that I can act no other part therein but that of 
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MARCHI1QNESS DE SEVIGNE, 133 
an earneſt . ſuppliant to heaven for your ſucceſs, 
reſt aſſuredithat I will acquit myſelſ of that part to 
the utmoſt of my power; and you may be per- 
ſuaded that this place, above all others, holds thoſe 
who wiſh the leaſt hurt to you or your ſon. 


WAS OD — — — - 6 N A 
* . 


Et. | You will oblige me ſenſibly by Met. 


ting me 1 from time to time, how things go 


on; I do nor know what to think of this marriage. 


I have thought very ſeriouſly of taking vengeance 

of the Chevalier for his epigram; but, upon re- 

flection, I found it more convenient to imagine 

that he never ſaid any thing half ſo obliging to me 
as o he has ones. "M1. 


i 1 1 75 
a 


25 | 12 was e Princes of Taren- 
tum on T Wade ne has brought Madame de 


Marbeuf back, but terribly afflicted with a cough'* - 


and feyer; the good creature would write me two 
or three lines, tho, her poor hand could hardly hold 
the pen: I find ſhe is determined not to admit the 
viſit of any phyſician, nor ſuffer herſelf to be bled; 
but will undertake her own cure with ſimple pty- 
ſans; / we ſhall ſee the event of this, and accord- 
ing as it ſucceeds, or fails, we ſhall cenſure or ap- 
plaud her; for. my part, I amtot N fen he? 
nes over henGiprder.: He $108 


WW; 1 * 8 over enn your letter. 
to my fon, I am much affected with it, and ad- 
mire you thro the whole; your expreſſions, in re- 
7 to me, make you but too dear to me. Your 

iſter- in- law is very far from being in any danger 
of an hæmorrhage; on the contrary ſhe ſtands in 
need of ſome medicine, to let her know: that ſſie 
18 Ag lood-in her veins. She 3 all, a 


very 


1” WES "LE nTttns or THE 


oft eve little woman, and takes à = "IM 


ED in hearing 'me talk of you not without 
admiring the wh of affeQion 2 demon- 


rate towards mee N e e e Ain 
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len | Mondays: 29 January, 268 5: 


| = HIS 4 about four o'clock 
in the aſterndon, T-received: your letter of Satur- 
day, that is to-ſay the day before yeſterday; this 
is a diſpatch that would ſerve to comfort me 
for the abſence of any perſun but ſuch an one 
as yourſeif; but, my dear, it is impoſſible not 
to feel, like: you, the grief of being all thus 
ſeparated, when we are all. upon ſuch à 'foot- 
ing of perfect friendimip with each other: you 
cannot ſuppoſe' me inſenſible to theſe things. 
I will inform you to-morrow of che fair way 

my leg is in, and the next day, 1 bope, my 
ſon will be 5 to inform you of my being per- 
fectly cured; for my part, I am ſo confident of it, 
that, was it not for our ſcrupulous exactneſs, ſee- 
ing that every thing is but two days ſoviiet; or 
two days later, we ſhould already have ſung De 
Deum in our letters. My leg is no like the 
other, no redneſs; no ſwelling, no pain; is it 
not therefore! cruel to keep one lane abc 4 
thing that is as good as concluded; 7 But now, my 
_ let us ſay = word of me A fa Us 


you 


88.2. 
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u call it in your's, which is certainly without 
its fellow. We'laughed till the rears came into 
our eyes at your account of your three viſits; the 
firſt is an abſolute picture, the original of which 
is fully preſent to my imagination. For mercy's . 
fake talk no more to me of my letters, or manner 
of deſcribing things! Was you to ſee fome of 
your own, you would be obliged to own that I 
was far from being the beſt painter of the Hotel 
de Carnavalet; in ſhort, it is our misfortune that 
we have an opportunity of perceiving the beauties 
of your writing that you have not. The houſe 
whither your love for me carried you, is another 
deſcription equally natural and uncommon, and 
the figure of Madame de Buffi, with her ſcare- 
crow of a head-dreſs, is indeed a capital piece. 
It requires an infinite ſhare of imagination to re- 

member names in the midft of all this. 


But laſt night's entertainment, my 
dear“; I really think it was very elegant and well 
conducted. I was there with the flower of my 
friends t, and ſhould have been very much vexed 
if Mr. de Lamoignon's naſty colick had prevented 
him from giving us his company. I began to doubt 
of Coulanges, but at length every thing fell out as 
eould be wiſhed, and we ſung Merry be all our 
bearts. Coulanges is really worth his weight in gold. 
I preſerve all his letters. He writes nie word that 
the king intends to mend the air of the palace-roy- 
al, by baniſhing the nymph and ſiuain; upon which 
e See the preceding letter. 

+ Madame de SEvigne was wont to tranſport herſelf in imagina- 


tion, to every place where the knew her daughter was, and to ſpeak 
1 ſhe herſelf had been preſent while they were tranſ- 


- he 
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he adds, that his wife ſays, She is ſure?that his 
&« majeſty has more piety than to be for removing 
ee what alone can make the bleſſings of Monſieur's 
& houſe.” As this is rather new to me, I muſt 
e that I thought it very prettily turned. 


Madame de Kavardin ſeems highly 
pleaſed 9 75 a viſit that you have made her; this 
gives me no ſmall ſatisfaction, and I am more o- 

bliged to you for it, than that which you made on 
account of my name. Madame de Lavardin is 
an excellent perſon to conſult on all occaſions; I 
am ſure ſhe ſatisfied you for the three monſters you 
had ſeen. I love, m_ the. bottom of. my ſoul, 
that 920 and ſincere ſriend. | 


Tiga 30. 


We have made no great progreſs 
theſe laſt ante hours, but your powder 
muſt not be offended at it, ſince it is not expected 
that the cure ſhould: be e re et it 
he effected. atlaſt; i: ivy! | 


TP have read, with a great deal of 
pleaſure, Corbinelli's Janer.;: wherein, by your 
order, he gives-me.an account of a very entertain- 
ing diſpute. that was decided by the Abbe Polig- 
nac * ; be appears to have been quite confounded, 
and ſtruck dumb with the infinite vivacity of your 
wit. Do you think you could not make the Abbe 
remember ſomething of a mother you have in Bri- 
cany F has he quite * her? and snow a bed rm 


dee Palins wens Catal of hat name. 
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court Abbe, and very different from the one 1 
once knew buried over head and ears in a black 
ref Madame de Marbeuf has had courage 
enough to cure herſelf of a violent cough and fever, 
by > hg to ſee x phyſician, or to be bled. 


Webnefdry, 31 Jan. 8 Velbek at night. 


y ſon is now writing to you ſepa · 
PTY and I fancy, that, without comparing notes, 
18 be pretty much in a ſtory, for we both 
es the Teal truth. My leg is nearer. 175 
bealed chan it was ye eſterday ; ; and if you can 
ive mie. my rebellion ee the 7 mpathetic pow. 
dex, 17700 at you will indulge us with fifteen 55 
inſtead of four, 1 e will be ay to have 
had'its effect. 


„ 1 ; 


ENENEEERE * XLXEXER 
0 K. T. * * R. ere 


40 0 ut "Ys 9 em 156} toi Ne was ths 
151 1-4 ods 1 o the. ſame. ni lun 
= | The Rocks, Sade Morning, 4 \ Feb, 1685. 
wart TRL 2 1 1 E31 „ tienen 10 156: 


left mE N Ly. eure has proved Jonger 
than we at 2 — ſtill it is yo 
who have cured me. We thought, indeed, that 
it would have been an affair of two or three days 
only, but a fortaight is now paſt, that is all our 
miſtake. The cicatrix wears the appearance of 
being: ſoon .compleated; and / in order to haſten it, 
we ſhall, with your permiſſion, lay aſide the oil, 
and apply the black ointment yoù ſent us, und 
which: iwlLogt.at all! impede the operations of the 
pow- 


# 


er t 
powder, 1 deſue, thetefore, you * baniſh the 
Imagination of a wide gaping wounds fi ince, in 
fact, it is very inconſiderable, a0 188 Mi- 
ther plained nor ſwelled. eee, "EPO 


13143; 


| ' have been at the l ; have 
been a 1 ſa that you are not o look upon 
me any longer as a creature fit only for an hoſpital. 
I have net the leaſt air of a ſick perſon. L am 
perfectly blooming, "and" not ſo Wateryreyed as 1 
33 me time ago, ſo that there remains reaſon 
for. p Ying me, my dear, far any thing by being 
deprived e and that 129 not able 
to ſhare metaphyſcally in your parties. This, is in- 
deed a loss to me, , av We are very "cogitqhive;1 in this 
part of the world, we are now and then bfi ed to 
ſwallow a bitter, leſs agreeable than your's ky 
ever, I gather, ftrength and courage, let. the Che- 
mac ind OW This % is the-real fats 
: mind. a 4 u.things juſt as 
ths. Mie int "Ke fon perſuaſion 
of your bee, for = to ſend you ſuch a jour- 
nal in the midſt of che pfeaſurès of a court, where 
you certainly are at this time. My * for 
is alogether "natural; and founded upon a 
number of ſubſtantial reaſons; but that you ſhew 
for-me is unemmon, and almoſt without example, 
RO og Hanan exceed * bounds. ffs; 
15 7 70 (> a de 1a e e me 
wells wat ſhe has; ſeem you, and chat you have 
bad ſeveral converſations together, and that ſhe is 
perfectiy 1 with you; I uſe her on ex- 
3 he; addapthatiyour would be the moſt 
perfect creature of the! age, if vou Rad net too 


eke * fur Which. ſhe i l with _ 


__ ., AS. 8. . i. . AC... 
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In this manner, my dear, my friends receive your 


viſits, and admire you, for Madame de Lavardin 


has wrote me a whole ſheet on the ſame ſubject, as 
likewiſe the good ducheſs of Chartres. You de- 
ſcribe fo exactly the different expreſſions of thoſe 
who wiſhed to ſee me in my apartment again, that 
I had them all preſent: before my eyes. I regret- 
ted extremely my not being at that ſupper, when 
the entertainment was ſo elegant, and the compa» 
ſo good, and in ſuch high ſpirits. Methinks 
2 Lamoignon ſeems perfectly well to know 
the merit of the good: houſewife of Carzavalet's 
Believe me, you cannot make too much of ſuch a 
friend. I partake in all the joy of him and his 
family in their place in the council, but at the 
ſame time am not a little concerned at the naſty 
avelly diſorder with which he is ſo tormented. 
4 is a eruel thing not to have 2 e - GLEN it is 
the haven to all ſatisfaftiom. kr 


I am highly diverted” with al the 
duſtle in the Chartres family, ſince the ducheſs 
can never be jealous; I think, if ſhe was, her 
friendſhip for me would have led her to acquaint 
me of it. Coulanges has made me laugh heartily 
with this ſtory, and Tjoinwith him in admiring the 
boly triflers, and the diſpoſition of thoſe who can 


compals all their ends, when another perſon « could 


not Avance a mo towards it. | 


«S un you chenks for ady' news 
you fent me · I cannot find out the reaſon of Fla- 


maren's being in diſgrace with Moxsizux. 1 


ney our good Marſhal CEftrades * * carry 


0 | Godfrey Count raden Marſhal ef Fane, bud lately Veh 
made 
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on very great intrigues in this buſtling court. 
Heaven preſerve your health, my dear, ſuch as you 
naw tell me it is. I fancy the ſuccory ſoups are 
very good; I ſhall try them myſelf.” I fancy you 
do not try the ſympathetic powder. I find you have 
not yet tried the paregorie balſam. I cannot bear 
the thoughts of Rhodes ſelling a poſt which had 
been ſo long in his family. 3 think I ought to 
haye been with you at Goutville dinner; the whole 
houſe of Pomponne ſhould: never have kept me 
away. I both envy and reſpect:the pleaſure.you 
enjoy in theſe; connections chut much more that 
of ſeeing and being with yon, egen sgi that 
affection n en tome g te 
9. $8.31 4 % » 354.49 136; IT 

5800 you will have the 5 pal of 
* the Doge +: This is the ſame as if the 
whole republic had come in a 21 . Sint what can 


reſiſt the will of our METER 1946 
vile. 70} r Five „bes: in the Evening. a 
wes 8 My ſon has juſt ſeen my leg, and 1 


aſſure y you he finds it in a very promiſing way, and 
abating the expedition of four days, all the world 


85 allow f I owe m cure to the e 
n . N 
500 Dean in 1 
RE 
23 —— r to the Duke of Chartres, afterwards Duke of Or- 
leans, and Regent of the kingdom. 
* Charles Pot, Marquis of Rhodes, who had lately fold hs 
of Grind-Maſter' of the State Ceremonies in France, to Julius 
Armand Colbert, Marquis of Blainville, The Marquis of Rhodes 
bo the fifth perſon of his family who had ſucceſſively enjoyed this 
nourable poſt. - | 
＋ Of Genoa (Frandie Toppitight Laſcari) who: was expected with 
our of the principal ſenators of hat republic, to come to the court 


Louis XIV. in order to make their ſubmiſſion, in the name of 


. thiir ſtate, to that monarch, On the 1 of May following they 
bad their firſt audience. 


a 
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| powder. Vour brother has Juſt applied the black 


ointment for making, the cicatrix, which is all chat 
remains to be done; and we keep the reſt of. the 
powder like the apples 'of our eyes, for ſome other 
important occaſion... Nevertheleſs, my dear, 
ſtill inſiſt upon it, that you have cured me, only 
it was not with that miraculous promptitude as you 
imagined. I have been taking a walk, fo that 
you may ſee I am neither lick nor lame, therefore 
ſet your mind at eaſe, I am rejoiced to find that 
the Chevalier is ſo well. I affectionately embrace 
Mr, de Grignan. The Worthy falutes') you both. 
He never writes any thing about me, for he is ſo 
loſt in accounts, and calculations, that he J 
ene his poor niece. 


d % 
- 


— 
LETTER barer 


To the ſame. | 


V's. pa» * 


The Rock, Wednſday, 7 Feb, 168 5 


4 D 7 2711 
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ou Wine do n dis 


vert your nk fo at Verſailles, tho” it would 
be ſtill better to have no melancholy to divert. I 
am afraid the ſympathetic powder has no effect 
on old diſorders, for it has only cured the leaſt 
troubleſome of my ſores. I at preſent apply the 
block ointment, which is an admirable medicine, 
and I am ſo near being cured that you ought no 
longer t to trouble: 8. n about my ech 

67 "+ Fo than 
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than to love me, and ſhare with me in the preſent 
pleaſing hope with which J am actuated. I have 
not one ſymptom of a fever; I am like another 
erſon ; 1 eat moderately; when it is fine I walk 
8 , for I am adviſed, to afe.my legs as there 
is bo inflammation; 1 write, read, and work 
with my needle, and receive your letters with the 
vſual eagerneſs and raptures. This is the real 
Nate of matters with me; and you may reſt aſ- 
Tured, that I diflike too much. to be deceived with 
regard to you, to practiſe any thing of that kind 
Ilam at preſent in my room, but 1 
will not Twear that I ſhall not take a walk upon 
our terrace. Set your imagination to rights then, 
my dear counteſs, and draw the veil of apprehen- 
ion, that prevents you frem beholding me ſuch as 
J really am. Think no more of the poor old 
woman crying out, with the, pious neas at her 
feet; there is nothing at all/in-it, J affure you. 
Neverthelefs, I inten to ſpare my legs as much 
as poſſible, becauſe, when once they are angered, 
they are not very ſoon appeaſed again. The other 
day I had a mind to try a doſe of friar Ange's 
purgative infuſion, and found myſelf ſomewhat 
the better for it; but after all, I ſee no reaſon for 
troubling a perfect health, and your flight medi- 
cines, upon the whole, do more harm than good. 


III hall now conclude, leaving you 
in the midſt of that glorious buſtle, in which J 
fancy you are engaged, and be aſſured, that, even 
this ſituation, you do not think of me with leſs 
tenderneſs than when retired by yourſelf in your 


chamber; and of what other perſon can the 1 * 
| . 


5 > % O - . 
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A with frequent returns of a fever, and a 
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be aid, ? On the other hand, who c can feel: more 
e N Lo do the whole: merit of fo, W an 
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55 us ; To ih the Same. als 3 
. Recs Le ring, 1 Hu. 1685 5 
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2 a brown 


well, and tho“ I am ſure that -you'have not for- 


rotten me, yet as I have not rectivediany letter 
from you in-courſe'of poſt, I eannot help being un- 
edſysdland anxiousto know thꝰ cauſe, for he van 
Lexiſt wlehout this ſovereign comfort of my life? 


I'will 16t) fay how much pleaſure your letters al. 


ways gave me. It is the fear uf being trouble- 
ſome tõ you that reſtrains me from expatiating a8 
much us I wotld on that head. In reading over 
your laſt letter, I obſerved, wich heartfelt: plea- 
ſure, the tender manner in which= you expreſt 
yourſelf on the bafe hopes bf ſeeing meſaguin next 
ſpring; but a cruel — ——ů— 
in the face, prevents my indulging myſelf in that 
joyful hope; and Tthave: e ſubmitted . to 


F © 


the fa r e 57 58 Vaſt 


+ My ton and bu wiſe 200 a Raids 
whither they were called by ſome buſineſs. The 
poor little woman is ſo terribly afflicted with the 


diſ- 


110 chin ben bent 


144 , LETTERS OF THE , 
' diſtrating head-ach, that I have adviſed her to 
conſult the capuchins, for it was they who put all 
in a flame within her, by the violence of their 
medicines. My ſon takes Jacob's eſſence two or 
three times a day, which mult certainly, have a 
great effect. Beſides, it is always better being in 
a large town, than in a little country Muse For 
my part, I am here all alone; hut that [I 
might not be without a living creature to ſpeak to, 
I have taken that pretty little wench that Mr. de 
Grignan was ſo fond of ; for a whole evening ſhe 
by to me while I walk ; and God, who always 
blends good with ill, has made me amends for be- 
ing deprived: of ſociety, by giving me a perfect 
cure. I am perſuaded to walk nbw and: then, a 
have no ſwelling, and I think it gives me ſpirits. 
Hitherto faith has proved ſtronger than tzuth but 
now, my dear, the thing is coneluded, and bea- 
ven has been pleaſed it ſhould be by your hands“. 
My ſon as complaining of this che other day, for 
to ſay the truth, its was owing to him (tho with WM | 
a, very different intention) that my, diſorder was ſo t 
long getting well. As he was ſetting out on Mon · MW ; 
day, he bid adieu, in a droll manner, to my now 
hardly - perceptible ſore, ſaying, that he . ſhould 
never ſee it again ;, and that, having: lived ſo long cc 
together, he, could: not but feel ſome concern at I ar 
x parting! with it for ever. 1 3 zo Bri: id 
r HL 19H} E633 
The princeſs no ſooner heard that I ,, 
my ſon (who you know is ia bad terms with her) I in 
was ſet out, than ſhe flew hither, with all the af- po- 
ion in the world. Fatewel, my ſweet girl, —; 
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MARCHIONESS DE S£yicNE. M45 
you know what I mean, when I ſay I embrace 
you tenderly. - po vir med 15981 


LETTER Drei. 
9 ane Ws je 
To the Same. 
. Rocks, Sundy, 27 Ft. 1685. 
| On my dear, was ever any 


+ 


thing ſo unfortunate as the death of the King of 
. England “, juſt at the eve of a maſquerade? My 
t poor little Marquis + is ſtrangely unlucky to meet 
„with ſuch an unexpected bar in the way of his 
FH pleaſure. I know nothing that can comfort him 
for. this diſappointment, but the univerſa] encomi- 
ums that have been given to his pretty dreſs, and 
the hopes that the maſquerade is only put off for a 


time, 


3 My dear child, I make you my 
compliments of condolence on theſe great events, 
and expect your's in return upon my miſtaken 
ideas, for I was at the maſquerade, the opera, and 
the ball, ſnug up in a corner, and contemplating 
you and your's with admiration; in ſhort, I was 
ei) ¶ in all that flutter of pleaſure, which you may ſup- 
af· ¶ poſe in your poor mama on ſuch an occaſion, — and 


irh —and—I was miſtaken at laſt. c 


„ Charles II, who died 16 Feb, 16533. 
. „ eee Marquis of Grignan, Madame de Sevigne's 
andſon, ; 


you Vol. VIII. H | My 
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I enter into your ſentiments, my 
dear, better than any one. Yes, yes, I can very 
well conceive that we are transfuſed into our chil- 
dren, and, as you-fay,. are more them than our- 
ſelves; I have fufficiently experienced thefe kinds 
of failings, which are not without their pleaſures 
when the ohject is deſerving of them, and the ad- 
miration of every one elſe. Your ſon, for in- 
Nance, gives general ſatisfaction, there is ſome- 
thing infinitely ſmart and pleaſing in his counte- 
nance, there is no looking upon him with the 
ſame indifference as on others of his age; he 
commands attention, Madame de la Fayette tells 
me that ſhe has written to Madame de Monteſ- 
Pan to acquaint her that ſhe had engaged her ho- 
nour for her that you ſhould both have reaſon to 
be contented with her. I know not any perſon 
who would be more happy than Madame de la 


* 


Fayette to ſerve you. 


I am not at all ſurpriſed that you 
ſhould have an inclination to go to Livri during 
this fine weather; for my part, I am all the fore 
part of the day in theſe beautiful walks, but ne- 
ver dare encounter the evening chills. I wear 
your handſome Brandebourg, which is a perfect 
dreſs, my leg is quite whole, and I walk like 
any other perſon, ſo do not be uneaſy that T uſe 
it, for I ſhould abſolutely die was I confined to 
the houſe in ſuch fine weather as this. I have 
wrote my ſon that I have nothing more to do 
with him, that I can walk as well as himſelf, and 
bid him trouble his head about his own buſineſs : 
| he and his wife are, ſtill taking the pleaſures of 
Rennes, from whence: they ate not to return till 


Shrove 
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Shrove Sunday, at which I am not a little glad, as 
J have company enough. : 


TDyahe Princeſs comes frequently to 
partake of my repoſe, ſhe has given the good Ab- 
be a divine medicine, which has perfectly cured 
him of the head-ach and fainting fits, that 


alarmed me prodigiouſly: the princeſs is certainly 


an Eſculapius in her way; I am ſerious, for the 
capuchins themſelves allow that her diſpenſary af- 
fords ſome of the moſt rare and valuable drugs in 
the univerſe, and ſhe has performed an infinite 
number of cuses. fi / 233 10 


; 1 © 4.4 


323 3731 25.24 13 TTL YG 5 
141 41 1: The #/rthy wiſhes he could do the 
honours of the houſe for you at Livri, for if you 
intend to keep your Lent there, you will have 
but indifferent cheer ; but I hope you do not think 
of living upon a Lent diet with that pain in your 
ſide; as it is, I think you have tried your diſorder 
pretty well, by the many journeys you have made 
to Verſailles; as to living low, I think it would 


be deſtruction to you, for you require ſomething 


to keep up your ſtrength, and yet I receive daily 
accounts how well you look; Madame de Vins. 
writes me word that you are quite another perſon 
to what I left you. OA + or 

' +111: Is it not ſomething extraordinary, 
that you and I have not had a word together yet 
about the death of the King of England; he was 
far from being a man in yèars, he was a monarch; 
this ſhews that death ſpares nd one. It will be a 
great happineſs if he was a good Catholic in his 
heart, and died in the faith of our holy church. 


That country appears 2 me a theatre, that is a- 


2 bout 
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bout to furniſh ſome very extraordinary ſcenes } 
there is the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, ſuch an infinite number of Lutherans, 
and then ſuch a confirmed averſion to all Catho- 
lies: but time will diſcover in what manner pro- 


vidence will direct this tragical event; however, 


it ſeems it will not put a ſtop to the diverſions at 
Verſailles, ſince I find you are to return there on 


Monday. Vou ſay many tender and obliging 


things to me of the concern you ſhould have to 
leave me behind at Paris, was I there; but as that 
is not the caſe, to my great regret, make the moſt 
of this opportunity, follow the court; no one 
is formed to make a better figure there, and I 
think every thing ſeems to tend towards the com- 
pletion of your deſires. My wiſhes on that head, 


though made at ſuch a diſtance, are not leſs ar- 


dent and fincere, than if I was with you in per- 
ſon. I feel, though Jeſs delicately, the truth of a 
remark you made to me one day, and which I 
then laughed at, that you was ſo: much miſtreſs of 
my-imaginations and heart, that I had you always 
reſent with me; this is very true, my dear, but 
It muſt own I had rather enjoy that ſatisfaction in 


Before I conclude, my dear, T have 
a word or two to ſay to you; you have a notion 
that your brother is a clever fellow, that he has a 
taſte for elegant eating, and knows how to order 
an entertainment in the beſt manner; ſo far from 
it, child, that he knows nothing at all of the 
matter; his man Larmechin ſtill leſs, and the cook 
leaſt of all; indeed it is not to be wondered at if one 
who was a tolerable cook ſhould be entirely ſpoiled 
here; in ſhort, I am the Pontas of this _ 

eic "pv an 
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and no one preſumes to paſs their judgement upon 
any diſh till my countenance has been firſt con- 


ſulted. The ambition of letting you know that 
I reign over a tribe of ignorant people extorted 
this paragraph from me. Fn re 
PAS ESES ES ES ES SSIS SSL 
on DT TER: DXCH. 
120" eee ee, 
+. The Racks, Madugſduy, 28 Feb. 168 5. 
+ © You aenowretumedto Ver- 
failles, and your maſquerade goes on ſwimmingly ; 


the: death of the King of England has not been 
able to damp the ardour of the courticrs in their 


purſuits after the pleaſures of the Carnival. My 
friends write me wonders about your beauty; as you 


are not yet paſt the age for it, make the moſt of 
that endowment, and hide not that charming face 
which obtained you fo many praiſes, even when 
languiſhing in fickneſs z how much more then will 
fall. to your ſhare now you are in the bloom of 
health ? Upon the whole, a pleaſing ſymmetry of 
features, or what we call beauty, is no contemp- 
tible qualification. I expect you will tell me a 
great deal of news of my dear little boy: I bave 


been ſtrangely out of late; I was two days toge- 


ther at Verſailles “ ſeeing him dance, and admir- 
ing evety motion and ſtep; Lhave it all to begin 
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over again. I thought I ſupped on Sunday laſt at 
the Duke of Chaulnes, and inſtead of that it was 
a dinner on Monday ; in ſhort, ; oe impoſe - _mj 
your poor mother's CreBUIiey: * 


. Good God! whale a droll for and 
e comically told, is that of Bouquet! 7hat a 
ſtrange confuſion was that antient and honourable 
houte in! Was not the fair Bouqutterà ſtrangely 
diſcompoſed! ? Well, ſuch an adventure would 
never have entered into my imagination: I think 
I fee the ſtately dame, and the poor innocent 
youth, that could hardly look any one in the face; 
but what pleaſes -me more than all the reſt is, the 
relapſe ; but really theſe loobies of brothers with 
their long ſwords were inſufferable; tell me how 
they could poſſibly extort a promiſe. In the mean 
time, my dear, reſt aſſured that a ſyllable of this 
ſhall never eſcape me, not only becauſe you deſire 
it, but becauſe I myſelf" nee, 1 00 


een of it to any e e SHR 2000 8 


OT ee T he fox 7 the Abbe — en 

the wheet was really ſhocking ! Corbinelli will 
tell you he was of a very good family, and might 
have made a reſpectable figure in the charch. 
declare to you that when T-read-the ſentence of 


2 poor wfetch, I was forced to have recourſe to 
y ſmelling bottle; a whole week under ground, 8 


with his head downwards, oh f the very idea is 


enough to make one faint ! But pray is it poſſible- 
to live a whole week without eating? Well! 


there ate ſtrange planets! a pretty coneluſton this 
Abbe has made indeed ! and greatly he has * 
fyed by ſtealing a eee, Hu- 


Man 


- ern a ML. 
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man nature is capable of when, left to itſelf by 
God. Crit CHO ITO 


The Worthy is pereclly reoovered 
frown his . there was one time he had 
quite loſt his fight; I have been terribly alarmed; 
] wrote you a lettet on this ſubject, which I may, 
perhaps, ſend you on ſome future day, it con- 
fained a few random reflections, of which you 
may make ſuch uſe of it as you think proper. I 
could make an excellent ug of Joſſon's powder, 
if my leg ſtood in need of ſuch aſſiſtance; but I 
jos perfectly cured, thinks be to God, 507 forget- 

ng yourſelf,” as the ye fay in this country. 
walk with the greateſt eaſe and pleafute, and am- 
PY make WP all tne time I have loft.” Bi 5 EA 
Ino 1 | 

Vou have brit reaſon t to "pratfe be 
Abbe 2s Polignae in the manner you do; he is 
really very well deſerving of eſteem, and has an 
excellent head-piece of his own ; but you ſpeak 
very ſlightly of your brother, he ſeems to flip 
from you by accident. I am extremely ſorry for 
Mr: and Madame de Ge daz n no- 


thing certain in this life. er 
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LETTER e. 
To che Kane. . 


1. Recs Ig. Ww winſtn, 7 March, 1 68 5. 


WI L + os dear Counteſs, I 
am forward i in eee here, as you and my 
lietle Marquis are at Verſailles. If ſpent my 
Jhrove' Monday with the princeſs, where we had 
as pretty, little, elegant a dinner as can be ima- 
gined; ſhe talked to me about the maſquerade, 
and I read her your account of the little Indians, 
which is ſo; happily related. Yeſterday I bad to 
dine with me a; worthy friend of the truth, an 


 Haneft/ pious creature, who was ſuperior of. the 


late biſhop of Alet's ſeminary, and who after cloſ- 
ing the eyes and doing the laſt pious offices for 


that truly ſaint-like prelate, retized to his own 


_ 'family;;- he has not ſpake to. a ſoul in this country 
but me theſe two years. We both of us have the 
. fame acquaintances, the ſame friends, and our ſen- 


timents are the fame, with this difference only, 


that he is a ſaint, and I am not one, that's the 
misfortune ; however, I ſpent my Shrove Tueſday 


very agreeably. 


My ſon is ſtill at Rennes, and "mc 
very glad he is, becauſe he ſeems to be glad of it 
himſelf. He cannot tell you greater truths relat- 
ing to my leg than I have done, for I have told 


you the naked truth; I have been troubled indeed 
* 
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with ſome few heats and pimples after the wound 
cloſed up, but, by the help of your arquebuſade- 
water, every thing was ſoon ſet. to rights; and ſo 
ends this affair, and I ſhall now reſume my walks 
as uſual. After all this, my dear, can you fay 
with a ſaſe conſcience that I paſs lightly over what 
relates to me? or have you any reaſon to accuſe 
me of giving you uneaſy apprehenſions by my ſi- 


„ — . 


lence? 
1s 1 BY Coulanges has ſent me a very pretty 
deſcription of your entertainment at the Hotel of 
Chaulacs ; no one in my opinion can exceed him 
in the pleaſing art of giving to the moſt common 
occurrences an air of novelty. I find you are 
grown a dabbler in politics; your laſt company 
was compoſed of people who. anſwer exactly to 
what were formerly called people of importance; 
you will let me know how the converſation paſſed 
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on chat occaſion. | 
Oa.ur little hero *: has been the ob- 
ject of _ univerſal admiration; Madame de la 
ayette and her ſon have wrote me wonders con- 
cerning him: this will prove a great winter for 
him,; my dear; he is likely. to advance fo faſt in 
life, that if you had given him the ſame kind of 
education which we were wont to give youth 
formerly, it would have done him great diſſervice ; 
on the contrary, you have followed the only pro- 
per method, and it is very clear to me that he will 
make a diſtinguiſhed figure in the world at an age 
when others are but beginning to enter upon. it. 
£03 al u Heu $1587 i $57 334 7l;! | SY | 
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It is high time therefore that he ſhould now 
begin to make his appearance on that great 
theatre, and your reſidence at Patis will happily 
contribute to that end; had it not been fot you, 
he would flill have been confined to his room un- 
der the eye of a tutor; but your preſence at couft, 
and the manner in which you have brought this 
darling ſon up, will be the making of his fortune. 
I have long reflected upon all this, but chiefly this 
winter. He has already been ſeen by the King, 
who has appeared pleaſed with him, and to look 
with attention at a perſon and a face that is out of 
the common road; ſo that we may ſuppoſe if 
words had followed thoughts, you would have 
heard ſuch as would been no way diſpleaſing to 
you. You will be at no great loſs to conceive how 
nearly I intereſt myſelf in all theſe matters. 


Le. | What you ſaid of the Abbe Charier 
is very true, he has not the winning manners of his 
father; but he has a very juſt and upright way of 
thinking, no ſmall ſhare of underſtanding, and a 
good heart, which I would not adviſe him to 
change againſt any other at Lyons * or Paris. You 
are poing to have a number of the Grignans with 
you; pray is Mr. de la Garde to be with them? 

He writes me word that he intends to be there. I 
ſhould, as well as you, make my advantage of this 
agreeable ſociety;zbut alas! I have as yet finiſhed. 
but one half of my career ; I ſhould have no ob- 

® The Abbe Charier was then at Lyons, ons 

+ Madame de Sevign& had reſol ed to tarry a whole year at the 
Rocks, in order to ſettle her affairs, and ſhe did pot arrive there 
till the 21 of September 1684. Sce Letter LIV. 


jection 
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jection to cut ſix months off from the account, 
if our other accounts would tally ;* but we ſhall: 
ſee how it will pleaſe providence to diſpoſe of us 


2 > 


| F find that the King of England's: 
death has turned out more philoſophical and Eng- 
kfh, than Chriſtian: or Catholic. Farewel King! 
Thoſe words almoſt choak me, they cauſe an in- 
finite number of ideas, they ſhew an uncommon: 
ſhare of fortitude; he was but in the prime of life, 
and yet to be obliged- to quit every thing in the 
midſt of enjoyment, and be hurried to death (of- 
which he had never taken any thought) from the 
lap of riotous pleaſures and debauchery !' _ 


Folarewel, my deareſt; a thouſand 
compliments to the dear Count, and the clumſy 
vinegar-man, who rolled his wheelbarrow ſo 
aukwardly; but I do not ſee any thing of the Duke 
of Bourbon, who uſed to dance fo well. I knew 
before that Choiſeul had one rib broke, but two 


are rather too much. 


My dear little Marquis, let me kiſs: 
My. and congratulate you on pour late ſucceſs. . 
My. imagination has been greatly delighted with 
a pretty little Indian, who dances to ; admiration,, 
ſhewed'a no le preſence, and pleaſed every one. 
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2 IDEE. my dear, you. are 
too baths even to mention Verſailles to me ! How 
F admire you in the midſt of that concoutle of all 
that is ſuperb and gay; and I cannot refrain laugh- 
ter, to ſee you running from table with the morſel 
in your, mouth to church, and, the moment the 
fermon is over, from thence to the play. It is all 
excellent well, my dear; but it is now time to take 
a little reſt. ou may eaſily judge of my ſenti- 
ments by your own, and that " cannot hold you 
wholly excufed for funning the riſk. of giving me 
the 315 dreadful diſquietudes; as to me, you may 


de perfectly eaſy on my account; nothing but the 


indifferent weather we have had of late has hindered 


£ me from exerciſing my new leg, I ſtill treat it as 


a viſiter, I do*not make free with it on all occa- 
fions; it is a kind of ſtranger that I want to uſe to 
my ways; ; I propofe nothing extraordinary or out 
of the wayfto it, and when it has taken a pretty 
tolerable Walk, I do not ſay to it as I would to the 
other, Come, ſhall we take the other turn ?” 
In — © treat it with all the reſpeRt of a new 
Comer. 


„„ „ 1 - I have 
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nd 
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I have made your compliments to 

the Eſculapian fathers“, they have received the 
like from all parts of Europe; but as you are not 
acquainted with this affair, you will not be able to 
underſtand my meaning. Vou muſt know then 
that theſe good fathers, who were on the point of 
being driven out of the country in an ignomini- 
ous manner, are to their infinite joy eſtabliſhed in 
the good opinion of the world, by the judgment 
of Solomon, for ſuch his Majeſty's late * ap- 
pears to be. Phe Duke of Chaulnes is ſuppoſed 
to have been the chief promoter of this happy 
change. The apology of the fathers is in the 
hands of every one in the province, and all are 
per ſuad ed of their: innocence. In a word, my 
good Duke, I rejoice with you in the honour you 
have gained by this affair, becauſe I love and 
elteem you; for which, if you pleaſe, my daugh- 
ter will ba my fequrityei tl > ff 7 lf and nnots 
FP OTE OBI WE =; St) F 5+ +0318” TFT 
4. 4: 1 Wheat can you mean, child, by 
your ſtrange imaginations, ſaying you tremble to 
ſee me in ſuch! a bad way, when nothing at all 
ails me? Indeed, child, you would laugh at your 
own fears if you could but believe your mother 


juſt as ſhe is at preſent; if you will not believe 


me, aſk the Piincets. Bytithe way, will you:not 
return her thanks for that divine medicine ſhe has 
ſent you? I would have done it for you, only ſhe 
always inſiſts upon ſeeing that part of any of your 
letters in which ſhe is mentioned, and I ſhould 
not like to be catched in a falſehood. 


The Capuchins of the Louvre, as they were called; a body of 
Monks who made themſelves very famous in Brittany, by, ſe 
veral bony eee they performed, | 
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. e 4 85 1 [ have juſt b been writing to Coulan- 
wee d. took it in my head to give him a lecture 


upon that wicked little conſciente of his, of which 
he only diminiſhes the quantity every year *, with- 
out mending the quantity; for I am ſure, as ſoon 


as the holy week is over at Baville, his capital ſin, 


which is, merry be all our hearts, will return upon 


him as ſtrong as ever; but, indeed, almoſt all 


the world are the- ſame, with this difference on- 


ly; that his failings being leſs: blameable than ma- 
ny others, we for that reaſon take the greater li- 


berty to blame him for it I have deſired him to 
tell Mr. de Lamoignon from me, that J accept 
with all my heart of his invitation; to ſee him at 


| ys with You, in September next. | 


F wiſh the vacant ew: vos wen- 


tion were e filled by 1 his Majeſty in the fame manner 


you have filled them; however, their time will 
comę. I. requeſt that you will fend to the Abbe 
Bigorre, to ei him to put the Cardinal de 


Bouillon in mind of the ſum that uſed to be given 


me every year out of the royal benevolence; it is 
but trifling, indeed, nevertheleſs poor people are 
glad of any thing. I. will let you know where 
that money: is to be ſent. w_ ec Ain 
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The Rocks, Sundey, 25 4pril, 168 . 


Pe R EPA RE yourſelf, my . 
bor e proof of my ſincerity. Vou are cer- 
tainly | endowed with the ſpirit of prophecy, 
child; and I ſhall for the future tremble whenever 
you only dream that I am ill. You faid; the diſ- 
order in my leg was not cured, notwithſtanding: 
the high airs I gave! myſelf abou; it; and IL begin: 
now to perceive that you had truth: on your ſide. 
About four days ago my wicked leg took the fancy 
to ſwell, and burn, and break out in little pimples 
filled” with ſcalding water, and, in ſhatt, to play 
ſuch pranks that ſurpriſed me, and every one elſe, 
as we were not at all prepared for this new inſur- 
rection; as for me, I retired to my bed, and let ie 
take its courſe. It appears however to 'be 3 criſis 
which nature ſtood in need of; my leg diſcharged 
plentifully, and I am convinced it Will be my 
cure; for nothing was capable to diſſolve thoſe 
hard lumps in the calf of my leg but * a diſ- 
charge. However, we have ſent for the Capu- 
chins from Rennes, to make us a viſit here; my 
ſon is deſirous of having them for his wife, who is 
ing to take their medicines again. As for me, 
5 continue to uſe certain embrocations, which I 
know they have preſcribed in the like caſes with 


_ 2 are excellent for effecting a * | 
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We have received an anſwer from them, that, 


on account of the ſituation of their affairs, being 
te ſurrounded by enemies, and perſons jealous of 
<« their ſucceſs, hey could not leave their con- 
vent; but deſire that I will come immediately 
« to Rennes; and aſſure me, that, as ſoon they 
& ſhall have ſeen my leg, I may depend upon a 
« cure; but that they could do nothing till they 
<& had firſt examined the part afflicted. In ſhort, 
they preſs me ſo earneſtly. to take that little jour- 
neyy and Madame de Marbeuf has offered ſuch a 
convenient apartment, 'that-['fet.out; to-morrow, 
iii the imagination that you would have it ſo, and 
that you adviſe me to try a change of air, and be- 
ſides that, by putting my felf at once under the care 
of experienced petſons, Lmay be aſſured of a cure; 
ſo you ſay, or, at leaſt, L am fond of believing you 
would ſay .I have therefore reſolved to ſet out only 
with Mam and two footmen, in a chariot, and fix. 
Lſhall leave the Morthy behind with my ſon andi his 
wife, and ſball return the firſt moment Iam able; for, 
Jaſſure you, itt is with no ſmall regret that I quit this 


peaceful folitude; and the reviying verdure that 


ſpring calls forth all round us.; but then, I think, 
there is ſomething ridiculous in always fancying 
one's ſelf cured when ĩt is no ſuch thing ſo that, 
ſhall even followyour advice, and ſee the end of it. 
In all probabitity; I have nothing more to fear af- 
ter the kindly crifis natur lately formed; but 1 
hall be the better ſatisfied of it, by hearing the 
Capuchins ſay ſo. Fhe little wound is cloſed, 
ds it is not cloſed; ſo that it requires .a-maſterly 
hand to deliver me from what I have ſo long ſuf- 
fered; living only upon hope, and twenty times 
falſely imagining that all was well. Methioks J 
eanhegr you; atuhis diſtance, eommending me for 
» Þ+; 4, mY 
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all patience at finding me fo often deceived. Ma- 


dame de Marbeuf appears ſo tranſported with the 
thoughts of having me with her, and expreſſes 
herſelf in ſo warm and affectionate a manner, that 
I am really at a loſs how to anſwer her kindneſs; 
when one cannot abſolutely feel the fame ſenti- 


4 . 


ments in return, it is embarraſfling. 


Te Monſieur DE GRIONAN. 
Me love you ſo well; my dear 
Count, that we do not think Adonis himſelf was 
half ſo handſome, at leaſt he had not ſo graceful an 
air as you have; and that is the beauty of a man. 
Go, go your ways to Livri, after having finiſhed 
the pious exerciſes of this holy ſeaſon, in your pre- 
ſent retreat; your lovely wife will inform you in 


what place my deſtiny has determined I ſhall paſs 
La my days; I ſhould have been very glad to. 


ve. remained here, but God did not ſee fit I 
ſhould. , Your brother-in-law ſeems perfectly re- 
conciled to this retired life, nay he is fond of it, 
and looks upon it as an earneſt of his not being 
melancholy hereafter; he is greatly taken up with 
this train of thinking; heaven continue him;in-it,, 
for the time will come v hen all the gayeties of this 
life will ayail us little. We all of us join in 
compliments of condolence to you, on the death 


of the Chevalier de Buous *, for whom we had a 


very great regard, which every one muſt have had 
who knew him. I hear of nothing but perſans 
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younger than myſelf daily dropping off; this, you 
Lader, muſt beget certain e. 


Hs 13 7 To | Mians DE Wise 7 


Noc for you apain, my dear. No- 
anz e can ihe finer” 4 or you gallery at ? Verſailles ; 
this kind of royal beauty is Cichbut its fellow in the 
world; I can ſee it here, by taking a part for the 
whole. Did you not, while in the midſt of all 
this ſplendour, once meet the eye of the worthy 
favourite? and, in fo immienſe a ſpace, did not 
make one ſtep towards her, nor ſhe towards 
you I ſhall nos tell vou what ſuecefs and happi- 
neſs I wich to you, my deat,” and to'all the noble 
republic of the er ne ter t be af- 
ſembled. e 6 
01 B es 71 I ie 4. 1 hs 
lag ile 1 5 Ig that che double urige of 
the Dukes of Bourbon and Maine * is fixed for the 
month of July, and that ſevefal ladies eee ly 
half crazy about” the place of lady of honour. 
have wrote to Madame de la Fayens; that I ſhall 
ive my vote to Madame de Moreuil for the 
Ducheſs of Bourbon. Pray forget not to men- 
tion me to the Pom family, for T am deter- 
mined not to be f got by them. I' hall not 
Write nr to bras for 1 know by is at W- :2 
11 1 44 C7 5 it. ag OP 1 4 
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D c MI les Þ foimntich beer der yl 1 
e that, was it not for the trick it has lately 47 


The Duke of Bourbon was mirried to Made moi ſelle de Nan- * 
tes, the 24th of July following; but the Duke of Maine 's nup- — 
tials with Mademoiſelle de Bou: bon were not ſolemnized till the ; 
xgth of March 1692, 


played 
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played me, I could find in my heart to ſpare it the 
journey to Rennes; but my ſon and all the world 
will have me go, and ſo T ſhall ſet off; I intend to 
be back Monday or Tueſday in Eaſter-week. At 
preſent I think I thay entetftaih ſome hopes, butT 
cannot be eaſy when i reflect how often I have de- 
ceived you; but it was with no ill imention, and 
was deceived firſt A as well as every one 
* me. | 


38 


| Monfeur 5 DE i Stvionk: 


en een mort, oly dur hittle ſiſter, we 
ire all of us fo weary and fo ret ab the obflinacy 
of my mothet's 'diſorder, and the many tricks her 
leg has played us, that I myſelf infiſt upon her go- 
ing to Rennes, where ſhe will be immediately un- 
der the eye of the Capuchins of the Louvre; but 
we have been ſo often taken in, and“ this cure, 
which we always thought obtained; has returned 
again ſo ft juently „chat, i in order 10. rem remove all 
your uneaſi 150 5 well as our own; we have ſent 
her away the fountain-head of {kill. The Mor- 
thy is left behind; ſo, you know, houſhold affair 
will be properly managed. | 


we 
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From Monſ, de Coulanges, tt Madace ee 
8 Grignan. 19293 wk 
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"ova, 25 April 1 168 by 
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9 1 HAVE be. 111 un- 
eaſy; W you and Mr. de e 
likewiſe about the good lady your mother, whole 
ſacred characters 11 not ſeen for ſome time; 
in fine, that concern which I always ſhall preſerve 
for whatever relates to you began to trouble the 
happy indolence I otherwiſe, enjoy in this place, 
when your. meſſenger delivered e letter, It 
was.no.ſmall Faris d on to me to he IO you, 
but at the ſame time 5 was Very m exed that 
this curſed fever ſhould ſtep i in * ate, to 
break. Alen chemes. wer or a brided its! + 


seu vi19! 21G 29 1c +, 


Mr. de Lamoignon has laid his plan 
to ſtay here all the next week, and does not pro- 
poſe being in Paris till the 6th of next month ; for 
my part, 1 deſign to make the moſt of my time, 
and if I can find any one to carry me back to Paris 
with them, I ſhall embrace the opportunity, be- 
Cauſe I ſhould be glad to take a trip to Verſailles, 
4 I want to learn from Mr. de Seignelai ſome 
news concerning the Languedoc journey; howe- 
ver, if no charitable" perſon” can be found to give 
me 
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me a lift (as Mr. de Lamoignon. ſays, he'Il ſee me 
hanged before he'll. lend me his carriage) I may 
very poſſibly not ſee Paris till he goes thither him- 
ſelf... I, wrote to Verſailles yeſterday,, and ac- 
cording to the ne ws I receive from thence, I may 
be obliged. to ſet out ſor Paris, if I go in one of 
the higgler's carts that paſs by the end of our aye- 
nue every day. 55 N 


| This, Madame, is all I have to in- 
form you concerning this part of the world; do 
me the favour to let me have a line how things go 
on at the hotel d' Angoulème, and I will let you 
know how I ſhall order my affairs. I am very 
725 that the Duke of Chaulnes intends to ſell 

agni; 1 have a long time adviſed him to get rid 
of it. ̃ 


I find at length that Madame de 
Sẽvignẽ is at Rennes, under the care of the Ca- 
puchins; pray heaven they may effect a cure; but I 
think it is quite cruel that ſhe ſhould bury herſelf 
in Brittany for a* whole year, becauſe the Abbe 
with his calculations has found out that her affairs 
will not ſuffer her to return in leſs time. I affure 
you, I am under real uneaſineſs about that ſame 


a. _ TK... £@. p ie 


- 


= * 


n leg of her's you will oblige me infinitely to ac- 
„ quaint ber of the part I take in her ſufferings. 
> rie county begins now to be 
's W truly delightful, the earth has reſumed its ver- 
- WW dant cloathing, and the nightingales hail the re- 
$, turning ſpring with untemitting warblings; we 
want nothing büt a little thicker covering on the 


„ naes to ſhade, us ſrom the beams of the ſun, which 
ve | degin to be very ſcorching, tho“ Mr. de Lamoig- 
s | | ; | non 
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non does not mind them, for he traverſes up and 
down the fields all day long, while his wife and J 
ſhelter ourſelves within doors, and play at ombre 
with any charitable perſon that will keep us com- 
pay; and every evening, when Mr. de Lamoig- 
on comes home to us, we ſing Merry be all our 

eee NM ee 
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. I take my leave of you, charming 
Counteſs; Madame de Lamoignon ſends you a 
thouſand compliments. I ſhall: ſhew your letter 
to Mr. de Lamoignon, when he returns home at 


: 
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„ ball be mad enough to take 
Rochelle, and I ſhall be unlucky enough to ſuf- 
fer myſelf to be cured by theſe ſame Capuchins, 
my dear, I read with fondneſs and admiration 
your chriſtian ſentiments, in which I heartily join 
with you; if I can obtain a cure in this place, after 
all the torments I have ſuffered, his holy name be 
praiſed ; if not, and I ſhould be obliged to return 
to Paris, in ſearch of better aſſiſtance, and thereby 
ſhould ſee my dear loved child again-ſooner than 1 


ig Ae Tr one dts ee oe EY 
A ſaying of the great men at the fiege of Rochelle, in 1628. 
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expect, his holy name till be praiſed. Thus did 


I prepare myſelf for whatever the Sovereign Diſpo- 
ſer of all events ſhould pleaſe to ordain, but in 
my heart would have preferred a continuance of my 
diſorder, if it was to procure me the pleaſure of 


ſceing you three or four months ſooner, to a cure 


that was to keep me at a diſtance from you, for 
know not what effect of reaſon can ever get the 
better of this inclination. I accepted of the gene- 


rous offer made me by Madame de Marbeuf, and I 


ſhould, have remained with her ſome time, if my 
leg, out of mere contradiction, did not grow bet- 
ter and better every day; beſides, you know it is 
no ſmall tax upon one's ſincerity to be obliged, to 
pay ſuch friendſhips with an appearance of affec- 
tion foreign to one's heart; ſo that I ſoon ſhall ſet 
out for the Rocks again, my leg being now juſt as 
well as its companion, which for theſe laſt ſix 
months may truly be ſaid to haye been without 7s 
fellow, . The ſkin indeed is diſcolouted, and · I do 
not know when mit will recover its natural hue; 
but theſe: are only the uſual conſequences of ſuch 


affairs. I do not, know whether my cure is per- 


formed by ſympathy, but the wound grows better 
by degrees, as the herbs with which it is ſteeped, 
and which are aſterwards buried, rot in theground, 
| had a great, mind to,Japgh. at this conceit, but 
the Capuchins tell me, that they have daily expe- 
rience,of the proof, of ſuch effects, 1 

glad to know what Alliot thinks of it, for I am 
not ſure, after all, whether it is the ceremony of 
burying theſe herbs, which is performed twice a 
day, <embetbes, is 18 the fomentation or the lini- 
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thats if this ſhould prove no more than a tempora- 
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ſhould. be 
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ry cure, I ſhall come to you in ſearch of a perfe 
"GS TR 
But, my dear child, you have 
thrown out a hint in one of your letters, which 
pes me inexpreſſible uneaſineſs: you ſay, that if 

am determined to come to Paris, you ſhall hardly 
be gone before I arrive; for heaven's ſake, my 
dear, what do you mean? Do not deceive me in 
à point ſoeſſential to my happineſs! do not rend 
my poor heart with inſufferable apprehenſions 
You aſſure the world that I ſhall find you at Paris 
in the month of September, and that your affairs 
will not be ſettled at that time; for my part, I 
make all the diſpatch I poſſibly can with mine, I 
ſuffer not a ſingle moment to*be loſt; but [ 
have a thouſand matters to ſettle that are too tedi- 
ous; but ſhould I have the leaſt reaſon to think 
that you were likely to be gone, I would ſet out at 


all events; therefore it is for f to direct my 
t 


atten by your .prudence on the one hand, and 


y your affection on the other. You know the 
ſtate of my affairs, you know the ſtate of my 
health, and you know your own engagements, 
direct my matters therefore according to all theſe ; 
but, unleſs ſome great change has happened, re- 
fleet what a number of affairs you had to ſettle, 

and that there is not much more than three months 

to the period I languiſh after; for I reckon we are 
as good as in the month of May 'now. In a 
word, I truſt my deſtiny entirely in your hands. 


I am extremely uneaſy about the 


f Chevalier, whoſe d iforder you repreſent in a very 
alarming light. It is very unlucky that thoſe pills, 
which have done every one elſe ſo much good, 


mould 


- 
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ſhould have done him alone harm ; it is cruel to 
be in continual pain, and not to know which way 
to turn one's- ſelf for relief; his ſituation quite afflicts 
me. As for Mr. de Grignan's fever, I lock upon 
it as of leſſer conſequence, only I would not have 
you ſuffer the phyſicians to draw ſuch quantities 


o 


of blood from him. After all, my dear, I am 


afraid theſe fatigues will have a bad effect on your 


own health; the ſpring, you know, generally cau- 


ſes a little ruffle in your health of body; tell me 


therefore how you find yourſelf, and tell me with- 
out diſguiſing the truth; learn from me to act 
openly on theſe occaſions, at the ſame time let me 


intreat you to ſtrike me out of the liſt of your un · 
eaſineſſes. . 5 


erſon we were formerly ſo well acquainted with, 
e is full as agreeable and amiable as ever; we 
were very glad to ſee each other, I. wiſhed you 
preſent to hear her, or rather her huſband ( for 
ſhe has been reckoned among the number of the 
dead) relate in what extremity the great phyſi- 
cians of this country left her, and how the Capu- 
chins ſnatched her a the jaws of death; it was 
really worth hearing; you will ſay perhaps her 
time was not come; no one. joins more heartily 
in an opinion of that kind than myſelf; but fil 


I cannot forbear admiring the ſecond cauſes made 


uſe of by providence, to call a poor creature ta 
life from the brink of the grave. We may not 
improperly apply to theſe talents what father Le 
Boſſu ſays in his treatiſe on epic poetry, concern- 
ing the veneration in which the firſt race of man- 


gods. 
Vos, VIII. I 77 


kind held thoſe who were viſibly protected by the 


I had a viſit lately from the little 
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But whither, my dear child, am 1 
wandering? I left off with Madame de Matbeuf, 
ſhe read with great delight the two or three lines 
ou wrote about her to me; no one can be more 
enſible of your eſteem ; ſhe makes my time paſs 
very agreeably here, we have good company and 
good muſic. I went to take an airing in the ring 
yeſterday, but with all the parade of a fick per- 
ſon, becauſe I would not be liable to receive any 
viſit. I had one, however, on Thurſday laſt, from 
the Princeſs of Baden, who told me- the whole 
ftory (that I already knew) of her wrath, which is 
like that of Achilles's, and of her banifhment. I 
went in the evening to return her viſit; and as I 
ound I could not pleaſe her better, who is never 
weary of eng, gave her a patient hearing of 
three hours; 1 had my leg repoſed upon a ſtool; 
for, without ſome ſuch a diſtinction, I ſhould have 
Been at a loſs to know which was the found or 
which the bad one. © F py 


1 You have now, my dear, my whole 
ſtock of news, pray ſend me ſome of your's in re- 
tur. I ſhall ſet out from hence on Wedneſday, 
to the no ſmall regret of my good landlady ; but 
the FYeorthy longs for my return. I embrace with 
all tenderneſs your poor fick folks; but you, my 
dear, with ſomething more than' tendernefs, with 
4 paſſton that words are too poor to expreſs. [ 
ſhall write'to my poor Coulanges from the Rocks. 
The Capuchins ſend you a thouſand compliments, 
and ten thouſand affurances of my being perfect 
cured. The Duke of Lude is in a condition tru- 
ly pltyable, he is under their hands, but with 


Amall hopes. . 
*LETTER 
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yy O uſe l me ill if you think; 1 | 
grudge the — for the book of carouſels; ne- 
ver did I pay any thing with greater ſatisfaction: 
it has proved a feaſt to us, ever ſince we have had 
it; I am certain, that, if I had been at Paris, FE. 
ſhould only have read it ſuperficially, for in that 
N one occupation ſtill extrudes another from 
r to hour; but here we are perfectly to our 
ſelves, and at leiſure to attend to any one object as 
long as we pleaſe. We have had high arguments 
upon the devices of this book. Pray tell us what 
e is meant by that of a dog who i is gnawing a bone, 
bs for want of ſomething better to eat? Me are 
. quite at a loſs here. I believe we ſhall be the oc- 
ht calips of your reading this book. I am highly 


o 


th delighted with the nt in which. Mr. de Luxem- 
ny bourg's two hams bore the prizes, The Abbe could 
ich not contain himſelf when we came to this place, 


1 but wiſhed he had been one of the Paladins. Pray 
s. was the Duke of Bourbon very pretty? Tell me 
its, without diſguiſe what fort of a figure he made; 
aly | was his ſhape and air any thing like that of out 
u- little Marquis? I am afraid not. 'Well, after all, 
ich it is a terrible mortification, amidſt ſo: much gran 
Gup ang ſplendor, to be: . in E's 1. 

hear 
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Madame de la F ayette complains 
to me, in a very affectionate manner, that ſne 
ſcarce ever fees you now. Madame de la Troche 
acquaints me, that Madame de Moreuil was taken 
dy the Dauphineſs into her coach, on Wedneſday 
laſt, and that this is thought an carneſt of being 
appointed lady of honour to the Ducheſs of Bour- 
bon, becauſe the King ſaid he would have the per- 
ſon to be appointed to that poſt be taken into the 
couch without any one elſe; but I think there 
was io ocaſion for ſo much hurry. I wiſh ſhe 
may have that place; vou know I Save her my 


vote from doug LAT Jon. 


"O77 Do you e my e, that my 
Aud eme zelne to pay me a viſit the other 
day, had I not frightened themr away with the eſ- 
ſence of :irine;' but, What is very extraordinary, 
it prevented me from ſleeping the whole night, 
the L was nevertheleſs glad to have it to uſe. Af- 
ter ah, iy dear, I am an ungratefu] wretch in 
cotfiplaining of the vapours, for they never attack- 
e me dnee during the time my leg was ſo bad; 
and; indecd, it would have been very ungenerous 
of them to have taken tfiat advantage. Now I 
arti? ſp aking of f wy leg, I will inform you how 
matters: gag wich it: for ſome time paſt there 
was no wound to be perceived, but the place was 
is hard, and ſo many humouts were ſettled about 
it, that the good Fathers thought it neceſſary to 
heal it leiſurely 3, which i hey did by applying pul- 
tices of certain herbs wetted and laid to the part, 


rr were removed twice a-day, and then bu- 
ried, 
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ried, and by degrees as they rotted (nay, you may 
daugh if you pleaſe) the part ſweated and grew 
fofter; ſo that by a mild and almoſt inſenſible 
perſpiration this leg, which had been fo badly 
healed before, is abſolutely cured, I hope you'll 
tell all this to the ſurgeons,” who, I ſuppoſe, 
will be ready to die with laughing; ; but 1 do not 
| care for that. 1 ie es 


235 Mould you know where I was Fer. 
| berbey! ? 1 was at the Place Madame, where E 
made a party with the tennis players. Oh, my 
dear Count, I always think on you, how grace- 
fully you ſtrike the ball! I wiſh you had as fine 
a a place for that diverſion at Grignan as we have 
here. I intend preſently to pay a viſit to Pifois 3 5 
in our long walk he is making a delightful green 
lope, from the end of it towards the * TE 
hope, my dear child, after this you will not ac- 
© cuſe'me of being very retentive, or that [ Au 
to m you of __ circumſtance. „ 


50 © 1 8 
Let us now 18 a ond or two fie 
: Dake Je Chaulnes: he acquaints me that the ſtates. 
were at Dinan, and that he propoſes to open the: 
: aſſembly on the firſt of Auguſt, in order to have: 
time to come and carry me off from hence abobt 
the beginning of September; and he runs inty” a 
thouſand drolleries about you, ſuchl as, that 
has at length brought you to the point he de- 
« fired ; that you begin to coquet with him, and 
* that in a ſhort time he expect Th 
a word, he delights me highly with his raille 
and, to ſay the truth, I have a great regard for him 
and the Ducheſs, Who in her letters tells me a 
dase little ſonnets. I cannot conteive how: 
12 : ſome: 


— 
* 
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ſome people can find in their hearts to bate them 
As, they do, and embrace every opportunity of tea- 
zing and perplexing them. I am very glad, how- 
ever, that you are inſenſibly become one of their 
Friends. Had the ſtates been at Brieux, it would 
have, been inſupportably vexatious. It remains 
(* 4 * f = . - 
o wi, to ſee who will be appointed commiſſary; 


- 


this will be another diſagreeable circumſtance 
alſo; if you are upon the footing of confidence 
With the Duke and Ducheſs, tbey have a great 
many things to tell you: nothing can equal the 
trouble they tave had for ſome time paſt. 


e Te een My dear, 1 wich you would: ob- 
| ds what 


faſhion prevails, among the gentlemen 


in their dreſs, for I ſhould be glad you would ſend 
me fome handſome thing for your brother, who 


-wafits a genteel ſuit, to receive our governor in; 


at the ſame time I wiſh you would conſult the 


-Duchebs of Chavlnes about a ſummer-dreſs for my - 


Telf to appear in at Rennes; far, as to the ſtates, I 


ſhall beg to be excuſed waiting upon them. From 
Rennes I ſhall return hither, in order to pack up 


my awls, and to prepare for the high feſtival of 
ſceing and embracing you again; 


| adame de 
nes will not be very ſorry. to accompany. me. 


Va 


.cufous in ſuch a place as Rennes, I ſhould be 
1 72 to have your taſte in my dreſs, always remem- 
b. a e, and that gravity which becomes 
one of my time of life; you will be better able to 
than me, when it will be neceſſary to ſend 


As one woyld not chuſe to appear ſingular or tidi- 


45 . * 
k 


os things to us, as you will be acquainted. with 


# 


the time that the Duke and Ducheſs ſhall ſet out; 


and you may be.fure I ſhall be among the foremoſt 
to welcome them to Rennes. ,, I really bluſh/at the 


INgra» 


* 


MARCHIONESS DE SEVIGNE. 175 


ingratitude they have met with from the people of 
this country, whom I Hons be ee to ee 
in W pat. 


We hear (this i is very much to the 

purpoſe you'll ſay) that the Minims * of your 
Provence have dedicated a piece to the King, in 
which they compare him to God, but in ſuch a 
manner as to make the Deity hold little better 
than the ſecond place. This curious piece was 
ſhewed to the Biſhop of Meaux, who ſpoke of it 
to the King, telling his Majeſty that ſuch a thing 
ought not to be allowed; upon which the King, 
who was of the ſame opinion with the prelate, or- 
dered it to be ſent to the Sorbonne for their revi- 
fal; and they have decreed that it ſhould be ſup- 
preſſed: tao much is too much. I could never have 
* the Minims capable of running into ſuch 
_ blameable. extremes. Was ever ſuch an ignorant 
e as, L Exe to ſens _y erh news of 62 
| 55 Fan. ſeem to 1 2 romantic re- 
gard for the Princes of Conti ; as for ; my part, I 
cannot help blaming them for quitting ſuck a fa- 
ther · in law, and not truſting to time to ſhew them 
enough of war. Lord knows, they would not have 
wanted opportunities in the ſtation they ate in; no 
one daubted of their coutage, and therefore what 
need had they to ſet up for wanderers and knights- 
errant? Their couſins of Conde did not want 


9 * order of friars, 3 


. . + The Princes of Conti and wa! fur - Von were gone to ſerve- 
za the wars 15 Hungary, where they were preſent at the battle of 
| Gn, ad 17 e g A . valeur. gn an 00} bond 
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opportunities of fi naliſing — nor would 
they. However, ten 'qze/to *, I finiſh, my dear 
child, devouring in imagination the month of Sep- 
tember, which | is not far off, heaven be praiſed. 


he * 4 Tralian "expreſſion, bret with this, 25 
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0 W glad am I that you are 
at Lien, "OT that your. mind 'is difincumbered 
_ from. all the buſinefs of Paris You are enchant- 
tingly kind in the affectionate remembrances you 
ſend 75 good Abbe and your poor mama. Fam 
ſometimes amazed, where you find the only proper 

words for expreſſing your ſentiments on every oc- 


caſjon; but it is the heart that ſpeaks, and that 


can never be at a loſs; for whatever praiſes you 
"formerly gave to, the wit which can counterfeit 
"the expreſſion of the heart, it is at beſt but à poor 
impoſtor, that is always betraying itſelf by fome 
Nip, and thoſe who are well acquainted-with''the 


language of the heart are not to be impoſed upon 


by this faint reſemblance. | SLIT 


You charm me by recalling to mind 


all the 18586 of Livri; you and Livri are in- 
deed too much, and I ſhould not be able to reſiſt 


the impatient * of returning to you there, if 


"the: 


1 . 
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the dear month of September was not ſo near at 
hand, which is to procure me that bleſſing. But 
what do you tell me, my dear child ! is it then 
owing only to the reſolution of Mademoiſelle de 
Grignan not to declare herſelf till the month of 
September, that you determine to wait for me at 
that time? and that, if I had returned to Paris a 
month or ſix weeks later, I might not have ſeen 
you u there? The very thought diſtracts me] I 

now not how to reconcile it with that probity I 


always found: in you; haſte then to make me ea- 


ſy on that head; for tho' I am certain that ſuch 
an event cannot now happen, yet I long to hear 
itfrom'yourfelf Oh Saint Grignan, how much I. 
am indebted to yo n this happy darts ene ein 


. 74 


: ; But to return to 155 ; you are mY 
own \ davghter, you are enchanted with that/placez. 
would that the pleaſing charm might continue to 
operate on you till the end of the year! Vou are 


very merry with that fmiiking ſmile of the Prior, 


and toſs of the head which beſpeaks approbation 4} 
But how can you talk of hearing the nightingales 
in the middle of June? My dear, the pretty war- 
blers are now taken up with the care of their 
young family, and no longer think of chanting or 
making love; more weighty cares now: occupy- 
their little breaſts, I have not heard one of them 


herez they are all got down in themeadows by the 


ponds; but that is a great way out: Of. my beat, for 
I'think myſelf very happy to be able to traverſe our 
beautiful walks, which are as erer as a bowl 
e . 5 ö a ien 
7 £4 216457 

* he Princeſs was ho ee 

who, he us an account of the catouſel; I. 
. A4 I. 53 thought: 
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thought we had been a little extravagant in our 
encomiums; but conſidering the place where we 
are, we may be excuſed for amuſing ourſelves with 
trifles. We know that at Patris thoſe things are 
the wonder only of a day; but we are not at Pa- 
ris 3 therefore I am ſure you will not be too ſevere 
upon us for our folly. I deſire, child, I may 
hear no more from you about your youth being 
over, leave theſe kind of ſpeeches to me; for 
when they come from you they puſh me a little 


too forward in life, and put range things in one's 


head. * Hi 
II defſire you will not be at the trou- 
ble to go to Paris, to execute the commiſſions J 
gave you in my laſt for my ſon and me; it will 
be: ſufficient if you ſend for patterns; write to 
d' Eſcars, ſhe will do that buſineſs for you; ſo 
pray do not give yourſelf any trouble, but enjoy 

charming ſituation in peace and tranquillity. 
We have a moon here exactly like that you have 
at Livri, and we have not been wanting in paying 
Our reſpects to her. The Place Madame is. A 
charming ſpot I It is like a large Belvedere, from 
whence you have a proſpect of the country round 
for ten or twelve miles, terminating wich a large 
vood belonging to Mr. de la Tremoille; but the 
moon has a 'finer effect among the high trees in 
your Abbey. I am looking at it now, and I fancy 
you are employed in much the ſame manner; it is 
an odd place, you'll ſay, for to make a rendez- 
vous in! Baville will be a much better; what ſay 


1 


you, my dear? My ſon and his wife both love 


and reverence ou. 
pee nr een 
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To the Same. 


F l 1 HE good Abbé, my dear, is 
quite delighted that you enjoy yourſelf ſo well in 
his. abbey; he ſays, that you know better how ta- 
manage matters there than we did; but the poor 
folks at Baville are diſconſolate at not having you 
with them. Coulanges writes me word how much 

Mr. de Lamoignon regrets your abſence, and puts 
me in mind of the month of September, and the 
circumſtance of finding you there. I bebold the: 
approaching period with an extatic pleaſure, let it 
be eyer ſo much to the diſadvantage of my affairs ; 
but as it is an expence that ene is obliged. to 
be at, it is better to be in advancing towards. 
beloved: object, than in remaining without 


TDoou amuſe yourſelf: in a very pret- 

ty manner; it is certainly right, as you ſay, to 
obſerve ſome kind of rule, tho' without yow. It 
is rule which prevents the deſpair of thoſe who are 
devoted. to a retired life, and makes the time ligh- 
ter to thoſe who are not. It is rule that teaches 


us what we have to do, and fills up our time 


your's indeed has no void, for, with the -agreeable- 
place and company you are in, your houts muſt 


paſs agreeably ; for that woke I. would not haye; 


ito LZßTTERS OF THE / | 
vou quit it for the ſake of executing our commiſ- 
ſions. I am delighted to ſee Corbinelli at Livri 

With the Polignacs ; it is a kind of connection 
that preſages no ſudden rupture, and it is poſſible. 
the flame may grow the ſtronger by being a little 
interrupted. 14s 3 


We have laughed very heartily at 
your ſhort and ſmart replies to my ſon's queſtions: 
we are not ſo modeſt as you imagine, we per- 
ceived there was ſome hidden meaning in two of 
them eſpecially; but modeſty indeed would not 
permit us to demand the explanation from you. I 
enter perfectly well into the diſputes and converſa- 
tions of Corbinelli; but you ſhould out of friend- 
ſhip hinder him from giving ſcandal to weak 
minds: I am not ſure that he might not be accu- 
fed of attempting to ſet up a new ſyſtem of divini- 
ty. Poor Chevalier! what; entirely loſt the uſe 
of his limbs, and obliged to be carried about every- 
where! It is a melancholy ſituation ] my heart 
bleeds for him. Beſides, it is an age ſince he was 
at Verſailles, which cannot but give him a good 
deal of uneaſineſs on more accounts than one; 
| oF tell him J heartily ſympathiſe with him in his 
ſufferings. I am not much pleaſed neither with 
that naſty fever of Mr. de Grignan's continuing 
upon him ſo long. I wiſh our Capuchins were 
near enough to take him in hand, they would ſoon 
make an end of this affair. They have lately re- 
covered two women- patients from the brink of the 
grave, one of whom is already about, and the 
other much better. One of theſe they were cal- 
led in to, after ſhe had been left almoſt liſeleſs by 
the phyficians, who had bled her twelve times; ſhe 
was in the agonies of death, the laſt A} 
0 8 
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had been adminiſtered to her, and ſhe was upon 
the point of giving up the ghoſt; well, they fell to 
work, promiſing that ſhe ſhould not die before the 
next morning; - andiit is now neat a month ſince 
ſhe has been perfectly recovered: I ſhall let you 
know how their other patient does, for you. muſt. 
indulge me in my fondneſs for praiſing theſe good 
fathers:. I. acquainted them the other day that my 
leg ſweated a good deal; they returned me for an- 
ſwer, that they knew it, that it was the point they 
had aimed at by their remedies ; but that I might 
reſt aſſured. of a. cure; at the ſame time they ſent 
me a liquid which they called ence of emeralds, 
which is to ſtrengthen the parts, and has a moſt 
delightful. ſmell. By my own gocd will I would 
be always talking. ot theſe people; they have ſent 
my daughter-in-law a medicine lately, which they 
tell her will be the laſt ſhe will have occaſion for, 
and- that ſhe is now perfectly cured: but as they 
are not-quacks, nor promiſe miracles, they are not 
at all diſhonoured” if they have not always ſucceſs... 
As for my vapours, my dear, I have not had a re- 
turn of them ſince the time I mentioned to you; 
beſides they have no connection with the diſorder 
in my leg; and if J was to have another viſit from 
them, I ſhould have recourſe to the ſpirit of vrineʒ 
notwithſtanding I did not ſleep all night afcer the 
laſt doſe; for 7 am ſufficiently-ſenſible that one 
may be in a certain wax that one cannot ſleep 
without the ſpirit of-urine being the cauſe, or in- 
deed without being able to aſſign any cauſe at all. 
. „ | : #42 L641 TEL 

Is am delighted to find you continue - 
ſo well; may you long enjoy ſuch. a happy ſtate 
of health | and may heaven proſper all your wiſhes, , 
and deſigns. The good Abbé is very angry at 
l | Madame 
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Madame de Coulanges, for depreciating our“ 


woods as ſhe does, eſpecially as they are now ho- 
noured with your preſence. 'Pray make my com- 
pliments to all the good friends at Livriz you 
are undoubtedly the centre of many hearts, and 
many places who are linked to you by a kind of 
ſympathy, when you make them happy by your 


love, or indeed even if you do not love. Was not 


] right in wiſhing always to have a ſhare in that 
pleaſure which is to be found only in the heart? 
Mine is wholly your's, my deareſt child, and has 
been for a long time, and you have been and ever 


* 


will be its darling object. 
„ | 219TH BI] 
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hs 498 I FI was to have a fancy to ſay 
that I would ſet: out from hence next month, I 
know of nothing to binder me; for the four or 
five days that one generally idles away after the 
day fixed for departure, would juſt complete my 
reckoning. Thus far, my dear, are we at length 
got by dint of coming, going, writing, and by being 


_ diſappointed and lingering- out in hope, day after 


day, ſuch as God has been pleaſed to ſend them; 
therefore I will, after your example, indulge my- 
ſelf in the pleaſing hope of ſeeing and embracing 
you the next month. I humbly hope God will 


permit 


e 


i % 
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permit us to taſte this joy pure and unallayed, tho” 
nothing in the world can be eaſier than to find out 
2 bitter to daſh it with; but were we to look too 


_ cloſely;into faturity, we could never enjoy a hap- 


py moment in life ; and it is a mercy that provi- 
dence gives us the power of baniſhing ſometimes 
thoſe melancholy reflections, © which would other- 
wiſe:/be: continually tormenting us, either on our 
own account, or thoſe of our friends and in- 
timates; therefore, my dear, we "RR nothing to 
do but live and be e | | 
G TLDS 21% 3 
| t by : ab conceive Mademoiſelle de 
Grignan' s reaſons: for. not remaining at Gif *; it 
is certain, that, after having been brought up in the 
ſchool of St. Auguſtin , ſhe would here find he- 
reſy in that of Moline's; a change which could 
by no means agree with her. I approve much of 
your defire to ſee her at home again, as ſhe muſt 
be a blefling and-edification to the whole family. 
Can you not find out an opportunity to aſſure this 
charming Maint how infinitely I honour her; I had 
ſo long the happineſs of living with her, that 1 
would not willingly be entirely forgotten by her. 
We will one day have a little chat about the dif- 
ferent deſtinies of the two ſiſters: we ought to 
leave all to God, as the Biſhop of Angers obſer⸗ 
ves, and live in a conſtant ſubmiſſion to his will 
and providence, otherwiſe there would be no liv- 
ing in the world, and nothing would be heard _ 
mceſſunt complaints of per de 285 
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will put you out of all doubt in regard to my leg. 


L muſt confeſs that the length of the cure gave me 
ſome uns aſineſs, and that I. had written to her 
that I was afraid they flattered me; her anſwer, as 
vou will ſee, was altogether natural, and ſhews that 
the good fatheis laughed at me for my inciedulity; 


and, to my great joy, I can ſincerely ſay, that 


At is now upwards of ſix weeks ſince I have had 


the leaſt appearance. of a-idre.: I walk as much as 


1 pleaſe z I uſe the Hence of emeralds, which is ſo 


pleaſant, thatz if 1 did not puti it to my leg, I 


ſhould by choice put it upon my handkerchief. I 


have other things by me that L might apply if I 


ſaw occaſion; but L believe that 1 ſhall take the 


good fathers advice, and not be any more inqui- 
ſitjve about a limb that wants none of my care; 
I. muſt even get to Paris,. where I ſhall forget it. 
Methinks you ſeem to have put Mr; de Grignan 
upon much the ſame expedient, by telling him 
that he is much better at Verſailles. Nothing can 
equal what you ſay about the manner in which 
one forgets one's- ſelf in that place, notwithſtand- 
ing ſelf is the only thing thought on chere, under 
the appearance of hurty, and carried away by the 
general cirele of other affairs; but Ine only re- 
peat your on words,“ ne is ſo concealed and 
enveloped there, that it is with the greateſt diffi · 
cul ty we can diſcover that ourſelf is the motive of 


all the paing- we are at, I deſy the tongue of 


eloquence itſelf better to define that kind of ſitu- 
ation. Hence then it appears neceſſary to quit 
ſight. of ane's- ſelf fox, a while, and regard other 
o os, "The Capurhins are certainly of this opi- 


nion, inſomuch that they will not give an anſwer 
52841 1 | - T0: 


« 


I have by accident: fallen upon: a: 
part of a letter I received from Marbeuf, which 
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to any important queſtions. They are very ſorty 
that Mr. de Grignan has been bled, as they ſay it 
is the worſt thing that could be done for him; 
they would be very happy to have the cure of him, 
were they in his neighbourhood; but at ſuch a diſ- 
tance they do not chuſe even to give their opi- 
nion. They are great obſervers of times and hu- 
mours, and the phy ſiognomy; if you. have any 
inclination for their ſervice, you muſt ſet Mr. 
de Chaulnes to work, who has them: at his-com- 
mand, up” you” 3 lm. } | 

TR, 0 e hav no dad e that the 
King was 4 the trouble to inquire after your fick 
folks; this is ſome conſolation to poor courtiers, 
who live only in his ſmiles. One of the women 
whom our Capuchins had under hand, is lately 
dead; but do you know how that happened ? 
Why, they could not find out a method to make 
her a new pair of lungs, and it ſeems half of her 
own were waſted when ſhe firſt applied to the 2 in- 
deed they never would promiſe more than | 
ferve her life for ſome little time, and rinks hi hoy 
to make a comfortable end; and they have ſue- 
ceeded in their undertaking. | 


5 2 
Fel 937 F 


8 T am really very ſorry, my dear, 
chat you are obliged to quit Livri; you are now 
whelmed over head and ears in buſineſs again; I 
fancy you have had but indifferent weather theſe- 
three or four days, we have had it very cold, 
with a chilling rain, quite unlike theſe gentle 
ſhowers that are wont to. fall at this ſeaſon of the 
Year. ** You, may have ſeen by my letter that my 
fob will keep his word with us, and think himſelf 
bappy to be dreft aſter your choice,” T thought 

his. 
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his wife. e haye died b ess at FR liſt 
of thoſe colours that-you- ſay: you do not intend to 
: ſend him, at the ſame time that you promiſe it ſhall 
de very bandſome 3 in ſhort, do es yo pleaſe, we 
leave the whole to your direction, hoping, how- 
- ever, that you will proceed wWiihb axconamy ; / 
- vill marry: when: you: pleaſe, provided it its Misr. 
Hortenſia. As for me, my dar, do with me as 
ou ' pleaſe,” you know, better than I do whether 
1 ſhall need new. cleaths,. and what fort of, ones 
are moſt proper for me. Coulapges writes me 


ward that our ſtates are all to be new cloathed the 


fir ſt of Auguſt ; but you are: n the ſpot to know 
Zall this; it is certain that I mall not wank, any 
thing new, if the governor does not come to Ren- 
nes, for I fhall not go to the ſtatgs, and I am pretty 
use they will diſpenſe with that compliment zather 
than prevent me n keeping my appointment 
wich you. 29 £00 baff Yon bins „ vill 
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3 are bas | good, my ſweet 


Countels, to give yourſelf ſuch zende pains about 
our cloaths, but really vou defcribe, the embar- 
raſſment [you was, under Jo werrily, that J con- 

not find in þ ay heart to pity you. You wilt make 


11M kner than I deſired, but muſt ſubmit when [ 
conſider 
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conſider that the choice is your's, that I ſhall be 


in the faſhion, and the ſame as the Ducheſs of 
Schomberg and Madame de la Fayette, pu that 
I ſhall certainly ſee Madame 1 4 Chaulnes in 
whateyer part of the country ſhe may be, and 
what is ſtill better than all the ref}, 175 ſee 
you too, and do you the honours of what you 
have choſen for me. My ſen is very well pleaſed 
with the thoughts of SAPERIAPES, as well as Mr. 
de Sentra 


We have moſt thocking weather: 
here, when once it begins to rain in this country 
it neyer ceaſes. Madame de Chaulnes will have 
no occaſion. to be apprehenſive of the heats, ſhe 


ſeems highly pleaſed with Mr. de Fieubet's'being 


appointed commiſſary z 1 am the ſame, and do not 
think it was poſſihle to make a better choice, and 


in my opinion our governor ſeems to have gained 


his point in every reſpect this time. Coul 


has wrote me a whole volume, nothing can be 


more worthy attention and curioſity than what he 
tells me, he has let us into the true light of 
many things that will paſs in the aſſembly, and of 
which we ſhould otherwiſe bave been at a loſs to 


underſtand the reaſon; in a word, he has ſhewed 


us the whole game. I ſuppoſe he has told, you 
his viſions about me, he has done ſo to others, 
and I. have anſwered. them; if you ſee Madame 
de la Fayette, deſire her to have 2 lille chat with 


Jen about the matter. 


1 


N 2 | 
'o 105 | T defite yon will inform, me of .eve- 
ry. thing, Abet relates to your own, affairs, to the 


journies the court is to make, and to, Mr. de 
N 's health, for on all theſe depends my de- 


parture. 
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parture. T only wait for one perſon about buſt- 
neſs, and then 1 am ready for ſetting out. Ma- 
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dame de Chaulnes inſiſts upon my coming back 
with her; I do not diſlike the offer, but then 


how | 


—_ 


can I get clear of 


ding to Chaulnes with 


her? and it would be death to me te delay an in- 
ſtant in my return. However, we fhall ſee how 
all this will turn out, and, in the mean time, we 
fhall conſtantly hear from each other. I ſhould 
be agreeably ſurpriſed if the waters of Vichi were 
Found of benefit at two or three hundred miles 

' Tiftance from their place, but I fancy the Cheva- 
lier is a little doubtful of it as well as myſelf: I 
"ſhould" be glad to be deceived, and that Mr. de 
* Grignan was to find himſelf cured of all his pre- 
*'ſenr Tomplaints, for this feveriſh habit of his 
makes me not a little uneaſy; he has not taken the 
bath yet, I find; pray let me know how it is with 
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e him and the Chevalier, 'La Garde is health it- 
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oſe, my dear, you will go 


now and then to Gif, and oftener to Verſailles, 
where, perhaps, you may get more advantage by 
your mourning for Mr. de St. Andiol, than me at 
"the aſſembly, that is to ſay, my for, who is be- 
com ſd greedy of my company that I'cannot get 
a toment's" leiſure to viſit my woods by myſelf. 
Mr. du Pleſſis (our's) joined with us in Jaughing 
"heartily at the ſerge of Niſmes; you have the 
pleaſanteſt way of ſaying things! He has an high 
opinion of you, which I have not leſſened by my 


' repreſentations, 


We have here in the room of 


his ſiſters a young lady from St. Mary's, whom 
_ "you would take to be a profeſſed nun of the Viſt- 


tation 


«9 191} 1 4 


„and yet ſhe is not above ſixteen yea 


rs- of 
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| age. 
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age. Her father brought her here in laſt Lent, 
and left her behind him; ſhe is very pretty, and 


ſeems to have an affection for us all; ſhe ſeeme 
particularly fond of being the ſtaff of the MWorthys 


old age, and the fondneſs with which. ſhe dots. 
him a thouſand: little ſervices, has diverted us 


great. 
Madame de la Fayette acquainted 


me ſome days ago, that Madame de Moreuil was 


appointed * of honour to the Ducheſs of Bour- 
bon; if ſo, 

you will not forget to make her my compliments 
upon it at a proper ſeaſon; fhe is now very com- 
fortably provided for; has her huſband any place 


ia the Conde family? My ſon has told me won 


ders of the good biſhop of Angers *, who, tho? 
he is upwards of eighty eight, carried the canopy 


with the hoſt, on Corpus Chriſti day, and not- 


withſtanding the proceſſion marched above a mile 
and a half, he immediately after celebrated high 
maſs, Every one was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment 
at the viſibly miraculous manner in which he 
ſeemed to be ſupported, and it may truly be ſaid of 
him, forza non d, ma Panimo non manca, His 
{*« body's feeble, but his mind is ſtrong.” Tell 
this to Mr. de Pomponne: every year he appears 
a greater prodigy. 1 97 15 


; Manſiear DE Stvient. 
act 0, wRb myſelf was witneſs to this mira- 
cle, and had the unſpeakable pleaſure to receive 
the benediction and kiſs the hand of this holy 
a Henry Arnauld, | 
| pre- 
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am really rejoiced at it. I deſire 
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"1901 ,- Ders. THE 
_ prelate. It is ſurpriſing how fearful all his dio- 
cCeſe is of loſing him, and ſeeing his place filled 
ſome whiffler, who will ſtudy only to curry 
_ favour with the enemies of this good man, who 
thinks only of forgiving thoſe who bave diſ- 
treſled his old age with a thouſand. vexations. 
I could dwell a long time on this ſubject, 
but it is better to return you thanks, my deareſt 
lifter, ſor the pains: you have taken in providing 
my cloaths ; I muſt confeſs that I was afraid you 
would have made choice of ſomething too ſhewy, 
and did deſign to beg the favour of my princeſs 
to make choice of trimmings for me, and as ſhe 
is fond of paſtoral air, I ſhould have deſired her 
to have ſent me roſe colour and white favours, a 
white veſt, and one of the prettieſt crooks that 
was to be had. Is it poſſible that tennis and fives 
ſhould have fallen into ſuch diſgrace as you repre- 
ſent: them. If no one can be found to take my 
place at tennis, I inſiſt upon it that Mr. de Polig- 
nac maintains the honour of fives. I am very 
much in pain about Mr. Grignan's fever, his 
lowneſs of ſpirits and falling away alarm every 
one who have heard of it, and have a regard for 
him. You are greatly miſtaken as to the viper 
medicines, in ſaying they are heating and drying, 
the very contrary is truth, as your fiſter-in-Jaw 
experiences every day, and I myſel{ proved ſeve- 


ral years paſt, It is to the uſe of vipers that I - 


owe my preſent perfect health, and do not know 
myſelf for the ſame perſon as in certain days of 
paſt calamity. They temper and purify the blood, 
refteſn and invigorate, inſtead of drying and 
heating as you imagine; but then they muſt be 


„ Mademoiſclle & Alerac, wages; # 
„„ I taken 


„ ß bn En at 
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taken whole in fleſh and bone, and not reduced 
to powder, for the powder heats, unleſs it is taken 
in ſome cooling, vehicle. Defire Mr. de Boiſſi 
to ſend for ten dozen of them for you; they muſt 


by put up itt a box having three or four partitions, 
filled with bran afid mos, that they may be quite 


at their eaſe; they are to be uſed int the following 
manner: Take two of them in the morning wlien 


they are briſk and lively, let their heads be cut off, 
then ſkin them, and cut them into pieces, with 
which you muſt ſtuff a chicken that muſt be 
boiled and eaten: this method muſt be followed 4 
month at leaft; and if Mr. de Grignan is not the 


better for it, blame your brother: leave off that 
inſipid rice broth, and let the poor man have ſome- 


thing to comfort and invigorate him. My mother 
will, very n too ſoon for us, have an op- 


portunity of telling you how much of our thoughts 
have been employed by this ſubject: yes, you 
will ſoon have the pleaſure of ſeeing and embrac- 
ing that dear mother, and conſequently your poor 
brother the mortification of loſing her; and what 


adds to the vexation is, that the ſitting of the 


ſtates will put us all into ſuch a breeze that I ſhall 
not be able to enjoy the moſt of her during her 
ſhort ſtay, in this country. I can reckon only 
upon the time that remains between this and the 
arrival of the Duke and Ducheſs of Chaulnes, for 
after that my mother will be in a manner loſt ts 
me, though ſtill at the Rocks. I begin there« 
fore” already to feel the pangs of parting and abs 
ſence, Adieu, my ever loved ſiſter; my wiſe 


end». you a thouſand affectionate remem 12 
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| Madame DE vici. 

1 

a odd Ls take up the RR once mare, 
to flare: you. that you need be under no concern 
about my health or my, leg, it was hetter that I 
had my apprehenſions to m yſelf, than that the ca- 
puchins ſhould have found any. cauſe for theirs ; 
their raillery upon my fears ought to make you 
perfectly eaſy : for my, part, I have made my con- 
ceſſions to the good fathers, for the doubts I had 
of their knowledge, and we are now good friends, 
Adieu, thou moſt lovely of women, and moft af- 


led of ende . 


CR RE PLE 
1 0 LETTER Doll. 


2 i: £547; 


10 the” Same, 
nl 105 Te Rocks Sundey, 22 27 "Y 1685, 


1 T is ; certain, that after having 
aſſerted. twenty times over, that I was cured, and 
making uſe, rather too raſhly, of ſome, pretty 
ſtrong. expreſſions to confirm that aſſertion, 'and 
having deceived you after all, you have ſome rea- 
ſon to queſtion my veracity on that head; but I 
can now politively declare to you that my leg is 

ite another thing to what it was; there is no 
hardneſs, no puffy ſwellings, no cramps in the 
calf; in ſhort, it is whatever you or myſelf can 
defirez this is all I have to ſay to you, and let 
this _ you. My maid Charlotte is always for 


* be 
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keeping me on foot, ** Dear madam, ſays ſhe 
«© the other day, your ladyſhip may go to Fou- 

e geres on Wedneſday, where you may be as 
<6 ſnug as any thing in the world, and the nex: 
«© day you may go to Dol, which is not above 
«© nineteen” or twenty miles, and then you will 
* ſee the Ducheſs of Chaulnes, which will divert 
«' you. I think it is high. time you ſhould leave 
„ your chamber, when you have kept yourſelf 
„ and me without ſeeing the outſide of the door 
<« theſe ten days.” I fhall take her advice I be- 
lieve, and it is no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to tell 
you, my dear, that I ſhall bring you back a leg 

la Sivignt: but enough of this; one of my 
principal pleaſures in returning to Paris, will be, 
that I ſhall have no longer occaſion to make my- 
ſelf the ſubject of all I ſay or write. Let us now 
turn to ſome other ſubject. e 
1 find Mr. de Polignac is arrived: 
ſor my part, I have no notion of half ſpeeches; 
as Mademoiſelle de Grignan will not declare her- 
is ſelf, what is the reaſon Mademoiſelle d'Alerac does 
not ? Indeed, my dear, I will not admit the leaft 

part of that abuſe you laviſh fo plentifully on your 
10 W body and underſtanding to be true; neither the 
ty one nor the other can be clumſy, as you ſay tbey 
nd are. I have known them too ſubtle, too iHuminat- 
a. i ed, to be angry even if they were to fall into the 
II common claſs of bodies and underſtandings; but, 
what did I ſay? Common I © raſh and inſolent 
no pen! thou deſerveſt to be ſplit much more than 
the that which the Coadjutor ſo unjuſtiy abuſed at 
dan Livri, Never was the word common made for 
let you, my dear, who have nothing of it either in 
for your mind or body. I reſerve that word; there- 
ping Vol. VIII. A fore, 
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fore, to uſe it in ſpeaking of all the reſt of the 
world that merit no others, a very, very few ex- 
IVI acknowledge my weakneſs, my 
dear, I have taken pleaſure in reading the hiſtory 
of our ancient chivalry, If Buſſi * had ſpoken a 
little leſs of himſelf and the heroine his daugh- 
ter +, and that the reſt of the hiſtory was true, 
it might be accounted a performance that one 
need neither to be aſhamed nor proud of having 
read. He treats you very well, but he ſeems will- 
ing to. make friends with me-by giving me praiſes 
that I know I do not merit any more than I de- 
| ſerved his cenſures f. He paſſes {lightly over my 
| ſon, but has inhumanly left him no better than a 
cornet to poſterity ; he might have ſaid ſomething 
better of his wife, as ſhe is of one of the beſt 


families in the province; but, indeed, my ſon has 


taken ſo little care to preſerve his friendſhip, or 
tather has always affected to treat him ſo unci- 
villy, that, after doing little juſticein regard to his 
birth, he might very well paſs over any thing 
elſe: you have always uſed him better, and you 
ſee how he has returned it. | 
Mladame de la Fayette has ſent me 

„ See the. epiſtle dedicatory wrote by Mr de Buſſi to be pre- 
fixed to the above-mentioned hiflory, Letters of Buſſi Rabutin, 
tom, 1. p. 47. b 

＋ Loviſa Frances de Rabutin, Marchioneſs of Colligni. 


1 The Count de Buffi not being able to find any eſſential fail- | 


ings in the conduct of Madame de Sevigne, who was his-couſin, 
hes, in his Hiſtoire * Amoureuſe des Gaules, or Amours of the Gault, 
charg-d her with certain follies and defects which ſhe aſſuiedly ne- 
an i | l 
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an account of the entertainment at Sceaux®, which 
has diverted us greatly. It was extremely pretty! 
what an infinite deal of wit and invention is found 
in this age] every thing is new, gallant, varied, 
I do not think we can go much farther. There 
is ſomething very droll in the quarrel between 
Madame d'Heudicourt and Madame de Poitiers : 
1 admire the reply of the latter, You are a 
e pretty figure, truly, to grace a feaſt.” Upon 


my word ſhe was in the right, for in entertain- - 


ments like theſe, nothing ſhould appear that is 
likely to give diſguſt, and if a perſon is not bleſt 
with a face fit to appear among others, they 
ought to make one, or to keep away. I wiſh you 
had carried your's thither, it would have had few 
equals. I have heard ſomething about a chaiſe 
drawn by Swiſs valets, in which Madame de 
Maintenon was placed by the fide of the Dau- 
phineſs, then the Marſhalleſs de Rochebonne was 
taken in: but nota word of our poor Arpajon +; 
I hope ſhe is not in diſgrace, as I ſhould be very 
ſorry for it. * . 


Madame de la Fayette has got her 


pain in her ſide a ain, by only going out (in her 


coach too) to viſit a neighbour a few ſtreets off; 
ſhe is in a grievous taking, and laments the loſs 
of Valan, who, ſhe ſays, was her phyſician, con- 
feſſor and friend; but do you not think I am very 
conſiſtent to give you the news of Paris! I did 
not know that la Trouſſe was encamped on the 
* The Marquis de Seignelai gave a grand entertainment to 
the king and court. | ES, . 
+ Catherine Henrietta d' Harcourt de Beuvron, Ducheſs of Ar- 
pajon, and Lady of honour to the Dauphineſs, 


1 r 
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banks of the Saone. His ſon is at Rennes; 1 


have ſent him the letters which is for him. Cou- 


langes has wrote me ſomething about an excel- 
lent dinner he had at your houſe, at which were 
8 805 two ladies of Provence, and Madame de 
Lamoignon. I love to be made acquainted with 
theſe little debauches when they happen. I ſhall 
be delighted to ſee my good Coulanges and the 
_ -Chaulnes family ; but you may reſt aſſured that 
if I was not in a condition to go to them, I 
would not, for there is nothing in the world I am 
ſo tender of as my health, in order that nothing 
may hinder my ſetting out, upon the firſt dawn of 
the month of September. It depends-upon you, 
my deareft creature, to fix the happy moment ac- 
cording to the ſtate of your own affairs at court: 
I am certain you will be at Fontainbleau till the 
King goes to Chambor. be 4 


But pray is our coadjutor likely to 


be Archbiſhop of A? I am told fo. Your bro- 
ther does not think of quitting his hoyſe ; his af- 
fairs will not permit him to ſee Paris again for 
ſome years; he has taken it into his head to pay 
all his debts, and as he has no ſinking fund for 
that purpoſe, he muſt take the money by little 
and little out of his income, and this, you know, 
will not be ſo quickly finiſhed. For my part, I 
cannot hope to get clear of all my debts, but 1 
daily expect a perſon who owes me 11,000 
francs, that I have not been able as yet to come 
at: but nothing ſhall hicder my being punQual to 
the time I promiſed, being no leſs impatient than 
yourſelf to ſee the end of this long and melan- 
choly abſence. I muſt, however, do juſtice to 
the air of the Rocks, which is incomparably 

| | good, 
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good, as being ſituated neither too high nor too 
low, nor too near the ſea: we can hardly ſay we 


are in Brittany, it is Anjou or Maine within two: 
or three leagues of us. 


— —— 
0 — 2 AS 
_— — 
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ny 


7 I cannot wiſh ſucceſs to the Duke 
ef Monmouth, as his rebellion diſpleaſes me: thus: 
peſſſh every traitor to his king“! 
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LETTER DCIV. 


To the Same. 


The Rocks, Wedneſday, 1 Auguſt, 168 5. 
10 47 * L AST night, my dear, I re- 
- turned from my great journey; I took my leave 
r of our governor (the Duke of Chaulnes) and his 
y family at fix o'clock on Monday morning, tellin 
Fi them, that T hoped they would excuſe me if I let 
e them before I ſaw them hanged f. I muſt confeſs I 
v, was greatly pleaſed to be able to make this journe 
1 out of reſpect to them, who well deſerve this mar 
1 of regard and friendſhip, in return for the many I 


ne „ The Duke of Monmouth was beheaded on the 25th of July 
to 1685, that is to ſay, ſeven days after the date of thjs letter. 

an + That is to ſay, before their departure from Dol, whence they 
AY were to ſet out that very day, but as they had but fix leagues to go, 
70 and Madame de Sevigre had ten, ſhe ſet out early on Monday 


morning, to avoid lying on the road, or remaining all the day at 
bly Dol without company, if ſhe bad put off her Ceparture till the 
od, next morning, Tueſday. | | | 

| A | have- 
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have received from them. Mr. de Fieubet ar- 
rived the eyening before, and we taſted all that 
ſatisfaction which old friends have in meeting to- 
gether in foreign countries. [ thought myſelf in 
an enchanted palace in Atlantis while I was at 
Dol, for all thoſe names I was ſo well acquainted 
with moved round me without my ſeeing them; 
the firſt preſident Mr. de la Tremoille, Mi de 
Lavardin, Mr, de Harouis, Mr. de Charot, and 
others, ſkimmed at ſome diſtance from us, but we 
could not touch them. On Monday morning, as 
I faid, I fet out, and my good Coulanges would 
adſojutely return with me, to paſs a week at the 
Rocks, and my ſon would make the third; and 
ſo we are all here now ſnug together till the 8th 
of this month at leaſt ; then my ſon and Coulanges 
return to paſs the laſt fortnight of the ſtates; and 
then my fon comes here again to take his leave of 
me; and then— and then— I ſet off, my dear, 
and hope to be at Baville the ninth or tenth of 
September, without fail. I feel with extaſy the 
approach of that happineſs, We have now done, 
as you ſay, with the ſuppoſitions and calculations 
that our affection dictated. to us ſome time ago, 
and our motions are now regulated by. the com- 
mon calendar, like thoſe of other mortals. I am 
quite free from all pains, I have-no fever, my leg 
is perfectly ſound, and not in the leaſt diſturbed by 
my late journey; Coulanges will tell you the 
ſame; we quite fatigue that good little body with 
making him tell us his diverting ſtories, of which 
he has an infinite number. The other day he 
made us laugh till the tears came into our eyes, 
about your Madame d' Arb... of which you are 
the very model. I fancy that your diverſions . 


- 


Epc SST, 


Mr. de Montauſier and his daughter“ would be 


iii you not ſurpriſed at the death 
of Rarai, 


| ſiſter praiſed, and getting only a ſide- glance, or a 


Coulanges without interruption. 


the poor Chievalier's condition; good heavens I 


bow my head in humble ſubmiſſion. Adieu, my 


courſe about the Duke of Luines +; what non · 
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the ſeals were a little damped by the diſappoint- 
ment you met with, I cannot conceive what 


at with their objections to ſigning the marriage- 
deeds ; it is a very extraordinary thing, ſure, to 
be ſo very tender conſcienced ! 


who was the very picture of health it- 
ſelf? For my part, I am of opinion that ſhe fell a 
victim to the vexation of continually hearing her 


word now and then for herſelf, and that as it 
were by charity. I took Rennes in my way back 
hither, in order to call upon the friendly Mar- 
beuf; as I did Vitre, in order to pay my reſpetts' © + 

to the Princeſs; ſo that I can now enjoy my little ** 


* 


1 am really greatly affected with 


with ſo much youth and vivacity not to be able to 
uſe his limbs ! but to be obliged to be carried a- 
bout like a gouty old man of ſeventy ! But I con- 
ſider from whom theſe afflitions are fent, and 


deareſt creature, we will one day have a little diſ- 


ſenſe did Madame de Chaulnes talk of him one 
day when I was preſent ! If Madame de la Fayette 
had a mind, ſhe could ſhew you a letter of mine 


Marie Juliet of Sainte Maure, Ducheſs of Uſes; ; 

+ Louis Charles d' Albert, who, after burying his ſecond wiſe, 
Anne de Rohan, who died in October 1684, was married again on 
the 25th July 1685, to Margaret d'Aligie, reli of Charles Bona- 
venture Marquis of Manneville, whodied in March 1684, 


K 4 ; in 
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in anſwer to this ſubject, wherein I gave her good 
reaſons for continuing as I am +, which both ſhe 
and Madame de Lavardin highly approved, and 
might perhaps do me ſome credit with you, whoſe 
eſieem is by me infinitely eſteemed. 


Monſieur DE COULANGES, 


I have ſeen the time when I uſed 
to write a line or two to your good mama in your 
letters, and now I write to you in her's; for I 
have taken up my reſt in theſe manſions, under 
the ſhadow of her wing. She has acquainted you 
with her journey from Dol, which was extremely 
agreeable, ſaving that ſhe was overturned twice, 
and I with her, into a pond ; but, as I am an ad- 
mirable ſwimmer, I got her out again without any 


- accident, or her being even wetted. It is delight- 


fully pleaſant in theſe gardens, I ſhall not leave a 
ſpot of them unttodden; yet I muſt confeſs it will 
be a little vexatious, after having hgartily- tired 
myſelf, not ta meet with the ſame commons as I 
have been accuſtomed. to at. Mr. de Seignelai's.. 
You have been: at Sceaux, I am ſure you cannot 
hays been pleaſed with the company, you found 


«1 3 
1394 E e # 1 
134 1 4 {3 1 4 


1 Permit me to kiſs your hands, my 
lovely Fantec and at the ſame time accept a 


thouſand Comp en and good wiſhes for the 
whole covey MF, rignans. 5 x . 


+ Madame de S6vigns- was left a widow in the 25th year of her 
ge; and it was her own choice that ſhe continued ſingle, for ma- 
ny very advan tageous offers had been made her at different times. 
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2 EM: DCV.. 
1-0 Te Same. 
' The Rocks, Monday, 8 drgof, 1685. 


II you could manage it ſo that the 
firſt day of September did not fall on a Saturday, 
or that the Woriby had not learned of his forefa- 
thers to prefer Monday, ſo as to avoid beginning 
a journey of a Sunday, I ſtand punctual to my 
rendezvous; but this ſame Monday-rule, which 
is much of a piece with the woodcock's thigh, and 
the breaſt of a partridge, will make us two days 
later. I dare not indulge all the raptures I feel at 
the dear proſpect of ſeeing and embracing you; 51 
endeavour. to conceal it from myſelf, not to give 
fortune an inclination to diſappoint me. I need 
not tell you what I mean by fortune; let us be 

modeſt, and not boaſt too much of our einn 


e en 


. We have all been ereatly ſurpriſed: 
with the piece of news you ſent us; the Princeſs 
of Tareatum knew nothing of it, and ſhe received - 
the firſt account of it yeſterday from us with all 
the phlegm of a true German. We imagine that 

the exiles will have more company: but what a 
grief, what a madneſs of vexation muſt the Ca 
dinal de Bouillon feel in being blended with theſe 
raſh boys! We are of opinion that the court is 
ſomething concerned in it, and that theſe were 
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not the only follies and impertinences found a- 
mong thoſe letters, I do not think this news wilb 
reach Paris ſo quickly, it might even be huſhed up 
at Verſailles; but it affects too many people not 
to occaſion a general uneaſineſs. I cannot con- 

ceive how people can be ſo mad and fooliſh in ſo 
prudent a court,” and under fuch a maſter. Cou- 

langes is here ſtill with my ſon; they will not ſet 
out the Monday next, and propoſe: ſtaying only 
eight days with the ſtates, when my ſon is to re- 
turn and take his leave of me. Every thing is 
ready for my ſetting out. WILD A 


Monſieur DE COULANGES, 


p | e I am ſtill here; there is no quit- 
* ting the mother- fair. We walk without end or 
"meaſure, and her leg ſets us at defiance, and dai- 
ly grows more handſome and /o/ly. Your brother 
1s a very dragon at play, and often puts us in 
mind of Mr. de Grignan, who, ſaving all the re- 
ſpect that is his due, does not come a whit behind 
his brother-in-law in petulance. We had the 
good Princeſs of Tarentum here yeſterday, who 
has much leſs ſtate about her than the preſident's 
wife of ****, and is much leſs anxious about her 
rank than that lady, who cried, ready to break 
her heart, becauſe the firſt prefident of the cham- 
ber of accounts would have an armed chair as well 
as her huſband. I have juſt been writing to all 
the wives of ſecond preſidents in Paris, to let them 
know that they are ignorant of their proper rank, 
and that they muſt come hither to learn it, 


5 9155 1 Madam. 


Madame DE SEVIGNE. 


| I nwſt abſolutely correct that eu- 
rious paragraph, where, to praiſe my leg, he aſſu- 


res you that it is very.olly; but I tell you, my 


dear, that it is very finely ſhaped, and exactly re- 
ſembles its companion. We walk all the morn- 
ing, and great part of-the afternoon beſides, with- 
out my leg being the leaſt offended at it; if I faid 
a word leſs than the truth, Coulanges would tell 
you, for nothing can remain a ſecret with him. 
After all, he is ſo diverting, ſo amuſing, and has 
ſuch a number of droll things to ſay upon many 
ſubjeRs, -that I do not wonder he is the darling 
of every one who has the leaſt taſte for innocent 


merriment: was you to hear him ridicule the for- 


mal nothings of our ſtates, and the vanity of the 
prefident's lady of ****, whom you know, and 
who is indeed an original, you would die with 
laughing. | | N 2 


The Woriby retutns you all your 
affectionate remembrances; and your poor bro- 
ther, who has not been very well theſe two or 
three days, embraces you, and requeſts you to pity 
him, as he ſays the countty in which I leave 


him has nothing in it to comfort him for my ab- 


ſence, like that in which J left you. He is quite 
in the right, my dear; and, for that reaſon, I ſet 
the greater value on that tender grief, which all 
the gaieties of Paris and Verſailles could not con- 
quer; and yet they are excellent places for ba- 
niſhing gloomy thoughts: but your affection is fa 
ſolid, that no part F it can be evaporated. You 
ſce, my dear, that I am 8 likely to forget any 


of 
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of the numerous reaſons that I have to love 


you all my life dearer than any other perſon in 
the world 3 3 and yet, methinks, this is not ſaying 


ee. W . 


ALKFANETELETERENELER | 


LETTER DCVI. 


The: Rate, gang, 12 Auel, 1685. 


8 


7 o#% account of that gold, 
| which was be up at the end of the table“ 


made me. ſweat at my fingers ends. My God! 


how I felt your confuſion in ſeeing ſuch perſons pick 
up what you had thrown down! Methinks Mon- 
fieur THE DUKE ſhewed a very kind concern in 


what he ſaid to you, not to throw all down; the 


concern every one was in for you would have made 
every one ſay the ſame thing; for, if you bad 
gone on, it might have been his turn next to have 
picked up; Nothing could be more friendly. than 
the Ducheſs of Arpajon's behaviour f; you was 
marked down in the-liſt by the King's own hand; 

you was arm in arm with Madame de Louvois ; 3 


you ſupped with the greateſt company in France; 


alter all this, it was neceſſary that you ſhould have 
a little reverſe ; but, indeed, excepting the very 
inſtant of time, it was a thing of very little conſe- 


-— 


th, At a party of cards given by the King, at Marli. 
I Dame of honour to the Davphineſs, | 


quence, 


a de ins 
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quence, and do not ſee it can go any, farther. 
Coulanges ſays, that, if he was at Paris, he would 
ſoon inform you what was ſaid of it; he is ſtill of 
my opinion, that it is hardly poſſible ſuch a trifle- 
ing accident can have made any noiſe, or do your 
affairs any injury. You will let me know one 
day how things paſs at theſe entertainments, and 
what diverting tale Madame de T hianges deſtined 
for the amuſement of the company; for ſhe has 
ſuch choice of them. 4 f 


f f te 1 N F. PER - ' 
- You deſcribe:the Rinceſs of Conti 


to me as ſupernatural; I know not any. perſon 


who is a better judge than yourſelf; and perhaps 


I do more honours to that judgment than I ought, 
ſince you make her paſs, in my imagination, for 
ſomething ſuperior to the late MADpAME, and 
even to yourſelf: but, in dancing, you 'muſt ex- 
cuſe me, for ſurely nothing can exceed that 
graceful heavenly, air, which was always the ob- 


ject of ſurpriſe and admiration, and ſhewed you 
to be the darling work of heaven. | a 


1 We have learned that the Duke and 
Ducheſs of Bouillon are at Evreux, and that the 
Cardinal has been ſent to for the keys of his ap- 
partments at Verſailles; all this is very diſagree- 
able: but he has enjoyed ſuch a long courſe of 
uninterrupted happineſs and proſperity, that he 
ſtood in need of ſome reverſe, to teach him that 


life has its bitters as well as its ſweets. For my 


part, if I did not tremble beneath the hand of 
providence, I could give an unbounded looſe to 


my joy of ſeeing you ſo ſoon ; we have no longer 


years and months to reckon, they are now weeks 
only, and will be ſhortly reduced to days. My 
15 ſon 
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ſon has a little diſorder flying about him, for which 
he takes the Capuchins ptyfan that did me ſo much 
good; however, he propoſes to ſet out the day 
after to-morrow with Coulanges, as they might 
both be at the breaking-up of the ſtates. Cou- 
langes is ſtill as agreeable as ever, we ſhall want 
his company at Baville, if any thing can be want- 
ing there. Adieu, my dear, I embrace you affec- 
tionately, _ 12 | 2 


Monfieur DE CouLANOESs. 


— 


If I was to follow my inclination, | 


I ſhould leave the ſtates to themſelves, and re- 
main where 1 am; however, as, I fancy they are 
near breaking up, I muſt go, becauſe J intend to 


return by the way I came. So Madame! I 


find you made a fine figure at Marli with all that 
gold ſcattered upon the ground ! I am certain 1 
ſhould have heard of this affair, had I been at 
Verſailles, and they would have told me that you 
was fo tranſported to ſee yourſelf in ſuch a place, 
that you did not know what you did. But, my 
dear Counteſs, let the babblers talk their fill; no- 
thing but envy and malice can ſay any thing to 
your prejudice; you know it is an unpardonable 
crime in a court for any woman to have more wit 
and beauty than the reſt. The King, I am per- 


ſuaded, will not have the leſs eſteem for you on 


account of this accident; nor will he be leis ready 
to grant you the ſurvivorſhip for your ſon, that 
you are ſo defirous of obtaining, becauſe you 
| 1 to throw a few pieces of gold upon the 


Fare- 
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Farewel, my charming lady, you 
will in a very little time have the pleaſure of em- 
bracing your dear mama, whom you will find as 
healthy and as well- looking as ever; ſhe will ſet 
out to-morrow three weeks at fartheſt for Paris. 
I have ſpent a moſt delicious fortnight here. It is 
impoſſible ſufficiently to praiſe the gardens of the 
Rocks, they might make a part of thoſe of Ver- 
ſailles; that is ſaying every thing. 


S920500S0000000006604 
"TBE TE RK pci 
ag To the Same. 1 
The Rocks, Wedneſday, 11 Auguſt, 168 5. 


Y ov ſee, my dear, that we are 
now come to reckon by days only, not months ! not 
weeks | But, alas ! what you ſay is very true; there 
could not be a more cruel damp to our pleaſure 
than the thought that we might be obliged to part 
again almoſt as ſoon as we came together; this 
idea ſticks by me but too cloſely, day or night I 
am not free from it; it came in my head the laſt 
time I was writing to you, and I could not forbear 
ſaying to myſelf, ſurely this place is ſufficient 
to ſecure me from the danger of experiencing a 
greater; but I dare not dwell upon this melan- 
choly reflection, and ſhall now divert it by the 
thought that I am ſoon to ſee you at Baville. I 
ſhall not be at all aſhamed of my equipage; my 
Children have very elegant ones, and I have had 
CO RO 1 . the 


- 
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the ſame; but now the times are changed; have 


only two horſes of my own, and fhall hire four 


others from the poſtmaſter of Mans ; and in that- 
manner I ſhall make my entrance into Paris wich- 


out the leaſt concerns. 


Coulanges and your denden left 5 . 
on Monday morning; I went to ſee them on their 
way as far as the gate that leads to Vitre, there we 


ſtopt to wait the arrival of your letters from Paris, 
which came as expected, and were read with the 


uſual-pleaſure. - As you only mentioned that Mr. 
d'Ormeſſon's wife was at the point of death, I 
would not write to him; but as ſoon as you let 


me krtow that ſhe is buried, I will venture to ſend 
him a line or two by way of condolence and 


comfort; but indeed, conſidering. the condition 
ſhe was in, what better could have been deſired 
by her huſband and family? Ah, my dear! how 


humiliating is it to be obliged to drag about the 
dregs of one's life and underſtanding; and how 


much preferable it would be, could we have our 
wiſh, to leave behind us a remembrance worthy. of 
being preſerved, rather than ſpoil-and disfigure it- 
by the infirmities and weakneſs that old age brings 
with it! 1 . like to be an inhabitant of we 


Our men 5 Monday evening 
at Marbeuf's s, and ſung Merry be all our bearts. 
| Your brother is not quite recovered of his ſlight 
diſorder. _ I have had ſome delightful hours of 
en with Coulanges on that ſame ſubject 

. which 


- * 
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which he is ſo much at a loſs to comprehend 3 
fcenes have paſſed between us not inferior to ſome 
of Moliere'ss When do you expect Saint Grig- 


nan? 


bee 2 
| LETTER DCVIIL. 


To the Same. 
The Rocks, Sunday, 26 Auguft, 1685. 


| W HAT think you of the date 

of this letter, my dear? is not my 26th better than 
your 22d? You will find all the reſt will go as, 
well, if it pleaſes God, for. that is the; whole af-, 
fair. Let me know preciſely the day you intend to 
ſet out for Baville, that I may contrive to be there 
the next morning: do not make your journey 
too long, travel at your eaſe, and let me take my 
time to come in after you. If you, was to make 
the leaſt doubt of the joy I feel, I ſhould be apt to 
doubt your's; therefore do not let us do injuſtice 
to each other. For my part, I. am reſolved not 
to think of ſome things that are to come, for fear 
of making myſelf uneaſy, T am reſolved to be 
preſent at the marriage of Mademoifelle d' Alerac 
in that very room at Livri ; this is one more feſti- 
val wanting to complete the honours of that man- 


ſion; I ** vg delighted. .to PORE a7 it. 
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What is the "RT EY my Loud, that 
you have been ſo ſeldom at Verſailles of late? lt 
is making yourſelf too unhappy about a mo- 
mentary trifle. I find you are ſtill pleaſed with 
Madame d'Arpajon; if we had had the naming of 
a lady of honour ourſelves, I do not think we 


could have wiſhed for any other. I love your 


Grignans for talking of moving their appartment 
on my account! am I not the ſame good old body to 
them a:l as to you? 


| My fon is returned from the aſſem- 
bly with Mr. de la Tremoille, who is received at 
Vitré (by the-Princeſs of Tarentum) like a Ger- 
man Prince. I believe the Rocks will go and dine 
with Vitre, and Vitre will afterwards- come and 
ſup with the Rocks. Monſieur de Chaulnes will 
very ſoon tell you as many things relating to the 
aſſembly, as my ſon has already told me; but ! 
queſtion much whether you will give ſo much at- 
tention to them as I have done: but upon the 
whole, Mr. de Chaulnes has met with ſome diſ- 
agreeable things, which have been at length ſet 


to rights again. -Mr..d'Harovis has great reaſon 


to be contented with the ſtates, ' and with all 
bis noo, 3 To this is ere to ſet Roe _ at 
eaſe. BY 

C62 1 to not know what you will 40 
for a perſon to tell you the news of Paris when [ 
am gone from hence; I could ſend you a great 
deal to-day, if I was to write all I know; but [ 


chuſe rather to reſerve it for Baville. . F am ſur- 


priſed that Coulanges makes ſo flight of Madame 
de Louvois's anger; he wilt have it that there is no 
neceſſity for his being in any haſte to A him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, and will not write, but will wait to ſpeak to 
her in perſon; but in the mean time, delays con- 
firm people in their ſuſpicion, they ate apt to make 
complaints, and to ſay harſh and diſagreeable 
things, and, in ſhort, accuſtom themſelves to look 
upon the other party in an unfriendly light. Is 
it not wonderful that ſo many perſons ſhould take 
a delight in loading this good creature with a 
thouſand things that perhaps never entered his 
thoughts? Do your endeavour, however, to pro- 
cure him a candid hearing, and let him not be con- 
demned without a fair trial. He is now at Chaul- 
nes, from whence he intends to write to you. I 
ſay nothing about my leg, becauſe it furniſnes me 
no longer with any thing to ſay. In the mean 
time, however, I embrace you with all my heart, 
and I am going to abandon myſelf to all the hap- 
pineſs my hopes can afford me. I find that I be- 
gin already to be leſs anxious about writing, I 
have more ſubſtantial pleaſures in view, tho” in- 
deed your correſpondence is, next to your perſon, 
the moſt defirable thing the world can afford me. 


WT We were yeſterday at the Princeſs 
of Tarentum's, where we ſaw her ſon; he has a 
very fine ſhape, but is very far from being hand- 
ſome; he is not the only one of his ſex that is fo®. 
My fon ſends you many kind remembrances, he is 
perfectly cured of a Night fever he had, by the ufe 
of the ptyſan, Adieu, my charmer, I kiſs both 
your cheeks; are you ſtill handſome and in good 
cafe ; I hope to know it ere long, God willing, as 
they fay here, a INT WIVES. one 


Meaning Mr. de Grignan, who was remarkably well made, 
but had an ordinary füsse. 
= | 1 
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& Nevers, Saturday, 20 September, 168 77 
| 56 b doch at night. 


Lek a 1 Received your letter this morn- 
ing at La Charité; but you. have been under a 
ſtrange miſtake in regard to our motions. We 
know nothing at all about Pont-Agaſſon, we came 
to Milli. Again you are bound to make your ex- 
cuſes to the weather, which you have accuſed ſo 
wron fully; for, let me tell you; nothing could 
have been more ſettled and ſerene. Eogs we have 
had few. or none, except in .a morning, and they 
quickly were diſperſed ; beſides, the roads are be- 
yond expreſſion fine, they are like a bowling- 
green: from one end to the other; the mountains 
are levelled into plains, and the road to hell is be- 
come the way to paradiſe; but here I believe Jam 
ſomewhat miſtaken, for that way we are told is 
narrow and difficult, whereas this is wide, plea- 
ſant and eaſy: in a word, the overſeers have done 
miracles, and we have never ceaſed giving them: 
the praiſes they deſerve. If ever I go to Lyons, 
this is the road for me. However, here we are: 
at Nevers; we propoſed going to Moulins to-- 
morrow, but one Madame Ferret, an acquaint - 
ance of ours, has ſent the perſon at whoſe houſe 
we lodged. to Madame de Chaulnes, to ſhorten: 

1 e - our: 
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our jaurney by two days; for inſtead of going to 
Moulins, and from thence to Bourbon, we go to- 
morrow ſtrait to Bourbon, which is only fix 
leagues ; a great ſaving ! and what has pleaſed me 
ſo well, that, excluſive of the ſincere friendſhip I 
have foi Madame de Chaulnes, who would never 
have taken this journey but upon my account, and 
the convenience there is in'our little veſſel being 
faſtened to the great one, the certainty of not lo- 
ſing any time, and of finding you at our return, 
makes me this time prefer the waters of Bourbon 
to thoſe of Vichi. I thank you a'thouſand times 
for your care and advice; the waters of Bourbon 
are to the full as ſalutary as thoſe of Vichi, let peo- 
ple ſay what they will; beſides, from here to Vi- 
chi are upwards of ſixty miles, and I ſhall be to- 
morrow night at Bourbon, with God's will: in 
ſhort, every circumſtance concurs to make me em- 
brace this party; and I am perſuaded that if you 
was here, you would tell me to go to Bourbon 
yourſelf, Thither I go then with pleaſure, and 
come with a degree of confidence. If I had con- 


ſulted Mr. Fagon, he would have ſent me there; 


ſo no more of that. Nothing can exceed the ten- 


der care and aſſiduity the Ducheſs of Chaulnes 


ſhews towards me; ſhe does not = any thing to 
me, but I can plainly petceive the atisfaction the 
r in our being together. 5 


55 * 


"in I do not wonder cue y you are plea- 
fed with Savigni “, it certainly is a moſt delight- 
ful ſituation. If there are any letters from you at 
Moulins, 1 mall have them ſent me to Bourbon. 


A ſpat ebene d en difent: from: Race, bes belcigaandd 

La Marquis de Vins, and is now in the poſſeſſion of the Count de 
uc. 

Iam 
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4 am impatient to have news about the King's 


' health, and about Mr. de Grignan' s, and his and 


your affairs; nothing can divert my attentions 
from thoſe ſuhjects. I wiſh you had informed my 
ſon of the route the Duke of Chaulnes has taken, 
.that he might have gone to meet him at Fougeres. 
I defire you will let Mr. and Madame de Coulan- 
ges know how matters ſtand with me; I am cer- 
tain it will be a ſatisfaction to them. 


Adieu, my lovely, I am brimful 
of the affection ted g vu ſhe for me and my 
health. 


eee 
*L E T. 'T; 10 R DCX. 
'To the Same, 


| Bourbon, Monde, 22 Sabah, 168 5. 
WI avi here laſt night from 


Nevers, from which place I wrote to you. It is 


true, my dear, that we came in a day, as we were 
told we ſhould; but ſuch a day ! ſuch ten leagues 
of road ! we were travelling from break of day till 
dark night, without having more than two hours 
to reſt at dinner-time, and all the time thro? a 
continual deluge of rains, and roads the moſt exe- 
crable that ever were ſeen, and frequently obliged 
to walk on foot, for fear of being overturned into 
ſloughs and pools of water that were frightful to 
behold ; and all this after five the" moſt delightful 
5 days 


days journey in the world, lighted and warmed by 
the charming rays of the ſun, and bowling over 
roads like carpets; but here we are got into quite 


another climate, a low country covered with 
woods, like Brittany. We were received on our - 


arrival by Madame Ferret of Brittany, and were 
lodged in the ſame apartments as had been'occu- 
pied by Madame de Monteſpan, Madame d'Uſez, 


and Madame de Louvois. We ſlept well, and 


this morning we went to hear maſs at the Capu- 
chins, and received the compliments of Madame 
de Fourci, Madame de Nangis, and Mademoi- 
ſelle d'Armentieres. We have a phyſician to at- 
tend us, whom I much approve of; it is Amiot, 
who is very well acquainted with and expreſſes 
great eſteem for Alliot, and who admires our good 
man Jacob, with whom he was in waiting ſix 
months at the Duke of Sully's, where that noble- 
man was confined with the diforder which put an 
end to bis life. Madame de Verneuil had recom- 
mended this man to me, but I had forgotten him 


again; pray let the Ducheſs of Sully and Mr. de 


Coulanges know this; Amiot is an intimate ac- 
quaintance of the latter; he had likewiſe the care 
of Madame de Louvois. | a 


lle e ſeems to have a reaſonable diſ- 
Hke to exceſſive blood- letting, and approves of the 
method of our Capuchins; he aſſures me that all 
my little complaints ariſe from the ſpleen, and 


that the waters of Bourbon are ſovereign in thoſe 


"caſes. He is a great advocate for thoſe of Vichi; 
nevertheleſs he ſays he is perſuaded that I ſhall 


find as much comfort from the uſe of theſe. As 


to the purging, he will give it me ſo gently, that I 
may al moſt ſay he will not give it me at all, He 
4 | is 
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is of Alliot's opinion, that pumpi ng is rather too vio- 
lent a remedy, and more likely to injure the nerves 
than to do them ſervice; and thinks that gentle 
purgatives with the warm bath, and the uſe of the 
waters inwardly, will be ſuffcient for me. The 
man talks very ſenſibly; he will manage me with 
great care and circumſpection, and will give you 
a faithful account of his progreſs ; for as he is go- 
ing to ſettle at Paris, you may ſuppoſe that he 
would willingly make as many friends there as 
poſſible.” Madame de Chaulnes' diſorder is by no 
means to be neglected, theſe waters will do her 
ſervice: we are lodged very comfortably, and near 
each other; but as for the place itſelf, one may 
ſay of it that heaven never enriched it with a ſmile * ; 
but providence ſeems to have conducted me hither 
by the hand. I always conſult you in my own 
mind, and it has aſſured me that you are of opi- 
nion I could not have taken a more proper ſtep. 
But, good God!] how weary I am of this pexpe- 
tually talking of myſelf | heaven be praiſed, | 

now ' going to change the en to . 


I I have received. your letter of 
Thurſday, the 18th, by which I find, my dear, 
that you are going to Verſailles 5 I perceive alſo 
what flops Mr. de Grignan at this juncture. I 
hope you believe that I am not ſo ridiculouſly oc- 
cupied with myſelf as to neglect even for an in- 
Kant to think of you, and all that relates to you; 
that is a thought which my heart is never found 

to be without; but as it has much to think of, ſo 
EL think 2 great dead but, Lord help me err 


- eigen an leu amore; 
little 


rr 
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Mr. de Grignan does, and how you yourſelf do; 
I am frightened to death leſt you ſhould catch any 
of theſe fevers that are going about at Verſailles, 
where, I am told, hardly a houſe is free. Heaven 
preſerve my deareſt child! I embrace the Marquis; 
give one remembrance from me to Mr. and Ma- 


dame de Coulanges; if they want to know any 


thing about me, they are perfectly well acquainted 
of whom to inquire. I know that Madame de 
Coulanges is going to ſettle at Brevannes; what 
pleaſure it is to live in the country ! I ſhall taſte 
it in perfection when I get from hence. 


t would ſurpriſe: you to ſee the 
care Madame de Chaulnes takes of me; ſhe ſends 
you :a thouſand compliments, and is talking of 
you every minute; the charming Counteſs is as 
natural to her as any the moſt common expreſ- 
ſion; in a word, you are always preſent to us. 
I return, you thanks, my dear, for your vegetable 
ſalt, and ſhall make uſe of it; in a word, my dear, 
you are very good to be thus thoughtful of your 
poor mama ! it is not often that mothers meet with 
ſuch attention; on the other hand, 1 believe it is 
as rare to find a daughter ſo well beloved by a mo- 
ther as you are by me; but, however this may be, 
you make me infinitely happy,”and I ought joy- 


fully to ſuffer the little uneaſineſſes that are con- 


comitant upon an affection ſo tender as mine. 


„ 
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r Rol. 
To the ſame. 


ON ng gt 1 Have received your letter of 
Monday the 22d, which gabe me no ſmall eaſe, 

my dear, as it let me know the excellent and pru- 

dent reſolution you have taken in regard to this 
winter. I am pretty ſure you will have buſineſs 
enough upon your hands, but you will have a good 
lawyer and an excellent landlord. I wiſh he may 
not put my noſe out of joint; this winter will be 
the reverſe of the laſt to you; it would be difficult 
indeed always to ſupport the expence, but if you 
could it would be a great pleaſure: but, for my 
part, I do not ſee how one can bear to be a dead 
weight upon one's friends; I am fure, was it in 
my power, I would be the firſt to ſet the contrary 
example. I acknowledge that his Majeſty has 
been very grucious and condeſcending; but 1 
want to know ſomething more. God muſt direct 
- all ;' you have ſtopped me from making any com- 
plaint, by putting me in mind of whom I com- 
plain. The bark has performed its uſual mira- 
cles with regard to the King's diſorder. The 
Marſhalleſs of Rochefort writes Madame de Nan- 
gis word of the Duke of Burgundy's illneſs, for 
which ſhe appears extremely concern. 


5 4 * 7 
14 a 7 1 
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5 Lou defire to know how things go 
with me; they are as well as can be wiſhed. I 
have now taken'the waters for two days, they fit 
very light and eaſy upon my ſtomach ; they made 
me a little giddy at firſt taking, but that is gone off; 
ſo that, if I find them continue to agree with me, 
I ſhall not make uſe of thoſe of Vichi, which are 
ſent here in a day, and are mixed with theſe in 
ſuch a manner. that they ſeem to be but one and 
the ſame. Madame de Chaulnes and I are the 
moſt healthy patients in-the place. Poor Madame 
de Nangis is really to be pitied, ſhe has ſuch vio- 
lent cholicks, that they often throw her into con- 
vulſions. Mademoiſelle d'Armentieres is in fo 
weak a way that ſhe ſeems juſt at death's door. 
Madame de Fourcy is juſt come from Vichi, in 


order to complete her cure, as ſhe ſays, in this 


place; and how do you think ſhe does this? Why, 
by Neeping three or four hours every day after 

inner, during which time her leg becomes as 
limp as a rag; when ſhe wakes, ſhe cannot ſtand 
upon them for another hour, and in this manner 
ſhe goes on day after day, and, which is worſe than 
all, ſeems perfectly eaſy with this ſituation. The 
brother of your Berthelot is indeed in a deplorable 
way, he is ſunk into a lethargy, the remains of a 
dreadful fit of the apoplexy. It is one of the moſt 
diſagreeable things of this place to have nothing 


but miſerable objects before one's eyes; ſome = 


baths cure, and ſome they do not. However, 
have received ſo much benefit, that I have no 
reaſon to regret coming to a place where I am 


the happieft per ſon in it. Madame de Chaulnes 


is much in the ſame way with me; nothing can 


equal her tenderneſs 1 3 ſhe really ſeems to be 


more 
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more anxious about my health than her own, and 
ſhe has ſent for the waters from Vichi merely be- 
cauſe ſhe was the occaſion of my not going thi- 
ther; ſo that I may either take them or not, as 
pleaſe : in my opinion, the waters here are much 
preferable, at leaſt ſo all the phyſicians of this 
place ſay ; but we ſhall ſee. It is certain that 
thoſe who have taken them are to the full as well 
as they were at Vichi; eſpecially Madame de 
Bel Therefore give yourſelf no uneaſineſs 
about me, my dear Counteſs; Amiot is not a lit- 
tle .proud of having the Ducheſs and me for his 
patients, and hopes to * ſome credit by us $ this 


winter, 


1 moſt beinüy * Mr. de 
Grignan, all his concerns are mine, I find myſelf 
inſeparably connected with him by every tender 
tie. I grieve at the miſerable condition of the 
poor Chevalier. My dear Marquis, I love you 
with all my heart. And to conclude with you, 
my deareſt child, I leave you to Judge what 1 feel 
in relation to. Tu | : LON 


See | 
LETTER DEX: | ; 
| 'To the Same. ; 
5 nantes Saturdey, 27 Septenber, 1687. 
| | HERE are, certain. hours 


v rich we by give to writing in this place, and 


this is one. I received your's with alf that joy and 
emo- 
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emotion'you are ſo well acquainted with; for it 
is certain that you love me. There is now a 
young lady in this place, who has adopted the odd 
notion of loving her mother “; but, tho” ſhe ſays 
and does many pretty things in: that way, ſhe falls 
far ſhort of you, my dea? 


Me have here a number of crip- 
ples, and other poor ſouls at death's door, who 
ſeek relief in the ſcalding waters of the wells, 
ſome with ſucceſs, others without ; but the worſt 
of all is this, that numbers remain terribly tor- 
mented with apoplectic fits. I have ſent for the 
waters of Vichi, in order to take them, as Mr. 
ce Fagon's wife and many others have done; they 
are heated in a manner that pleaſes me, they have 
the ſame taſte, and nearly the ſame ſtrength as at 
Vichi; they anſwer their intent, as I experienced 
with great pleaſure this morning. I ſhall conti- 
nue them for a week, by Alliot's advice, and ſhall 
not be pumped, by Amiot's direction, the reaſons 
of which he has already told you. I think i 
would not be amiſs to ſend his letter to Alliot; in 
the mean time I ſhall proceed as I have hitherto 
done, On Saturday I ſhall reſume the waters of 
this place, and indulge myſelf in its agreeable 
N i and Amiot propoſes to heat the water to 
2 degree ſufficient to make me ſweat without any 
violence of operation. For my part, I leave 
every cock maſter of his own dunghill, not doubt- 
ing, but that a man of his experience muſt know 


what is beſt for me: I wiſh you would write a line 
or two, ſigniſying the good opinion you. have of 
a TP. M43. "i Ern IT: . $3*; N Fuer 

That is, Madame de Nangis, daughter of the Marſhalleſs de 
Rochefort, and Wild to the Marquis of Wie OR” 
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his fili; and pray do not give yourſelf any uneafi- 
neſs, for you may expett'to ſee me in a few days 


perfectly well. 


I k:t is my earneſt prayer to heaven 
to preſerve Mr. de Grignan and'yon, andl that it 


will pleaſe God to encreaſe the Chevalier's ſtock 
of patience. Methinks you ſtand in need of the 
like, to undergo all that has happened to you; 


and if people dared to think at Bourbon, the af- 


when we get to Paris. 


fiction would give great uneaſineſs; but here, 
my dear, we are mere clock-work figures, we 
roll about the ſtreets in our coaches, we receive 
and pay viſits; but we give up all pretenſions to 


having fouls, as ſuch a companion would inter- 


V. 4 


Tupt the waters; we ſhall take up our ſouls again 


Fou keep up fo obligingly all the 


" correſpondence with our friends, that I need not 


deſite you to remember poor Corbinelli now and 
then, and*to love him as well as you know I love 


him; I heartily wiſh' him that happinefs, as the 


greuteſt char I rhink cam befall him. Madame de 

Ehavulnes is this moment come to ſee me, and is 
ſeolding we (Ne cannot tell why, and embrates her 
chiming Counteſs. All Bourbon is employed in 
writing to day, "to-morrow all Bourbon will be 
employed in a different way. . aft e 


II It is a kind of convent, every day 
brings its different exerciſe, You talk of the 
dews; child, where are we to find them? We 
muſt breathe a little air, for there are no dinners, 
no. ſuppers, uo merrymakings ; bowever, I hope 


to legale myſelf a littla this winter in our own 


ſnug inn. *LET= 


„LETTER Dcx il. 
Io the Sam: 
Bourbon, Tueſday, 7 Oeteler, 1687. 


a | 00 then, you take it in your 
head to ſcold me, my dear Counteſs, inftead of 
giving me joy of being better than I ever was in 
my life, and of having ſaved myſelf the trouble of 
a journey to Vichi. Have I not ſent for the wa- 
ters from that-place ? have they not had the de- 
fired effect of gently evacuating the humours? 1 
no longer ſtand in need of thoſe violent operations 
that L did ſome years age. 
Mr. Manfard is here in hopes of 
being reſtored, after the violent evacuations he 
went thro” at Vichi; many wko come from that 
place are in the ſame way. It is true that during 
the week I took the Vichi waters, I found they did 
me ſervice; but then I was obliged to have re- 
courſe to theſe, to ſet me to rights again, after 
the ruffle the others gave me. It is an univer- 
ally received opinion in this place,: that where 
there are no great quantity of /humours to eva- 
cuate, the waters of Bourbon are of a mild and 
 fanative quality, which cannot fail of reſtoring a 
weak conſtitution; they convey a balſamic nou- 
S ri{hment through all the pat ts. As to the COun- 
try, 1 da not pretend to bring it into compariſon 
151 L 4 with 
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with Vichi, which is. a little paradiſe. But, in a 
word, I have taken the Vicht waters for a week, 
and thoſe of Bourbon as long; in the intervals 
between taking them 1 have uſed de Lorme's 
powder, and and; myſelf perfectly well; I have 
not the leaſt appearance of any vapours, I look 
well, and am well. If there was any neceſſity 
of being pumped, Amiot, I am ſure, would not 
have ſpared me. You are angry with me alſo for 
wag ; Why, my dear, it is one of my greateſt 
pleaſures, and I ſhould die without this amuſe- 
ment; every one in this place writes I ſcrib- 
Dledchalf. a. dozen lines indeed to Madame de la 
ur. en but do Ne that e Sh Le 
10 21 11 ll eit bass! St 
a 37th, 36) 1 Our weather bete ie folerable.. "Uh 
tranſported to hear that the Chevalieris well enough 
to join in the laſt melancholy farewel to poor Livri; 

it was all I defied, either to ſee you ſettled there, 
or at leaft able to go thither, We ſhall get to 
Paris by the 19th of this month, as we appointed; 

there 1 "intend to embrace Madame de la Fayette, 
and Madame de Dava din; and then ſet out with 
my dear girl for Livri, to breathe the freſh air and 

_ :Ntretchimy legs à little; this will put the finiſhing 

band: toichs eg I have Wee Goat the wa- 

ters. tf 01 5 02 9-10; SW 3 if abt 4574 : 93; 'F = - 7 
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_infinite pleaſure for you to come to Paris; but let 

me intreat you not to ſatigue yourſelf by coming 

much farther ; letꝰus only meet again, and then 
we will paſs all the time Wer that our deſtiny 

- will allow us. But I dare not reckon too much 

upon any ſchemes that pleaſe me, Jeft' provide nee 

:; hould-ſee fit A NI things i in a different man- 


1 1 ner; 
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ner; and yet there are certain things, I think, 


which 'ought to happen of courſe. I hope my 


friend Corbinelli will come to ſee us at Livri; we 
will make the moſt of theſe laſt moments, till 
ſome one comes and turns us out by the ſhoul- 
ders 9. | GER. 


How do you think that writing to 
vou can fatigue me, my dear? on the contrary, it 
is a great relief and comfort to me, it is my only 
delight. Pray make the Chevalier my moſt affec- 
tionate compliments; would to God he was as 
well as Jam! Madame de Chaulnes has already 
taken her meaſures for ſetting out for Chaulnes, in. 
three days after ſhe returns to Paris. I bis is a 


natural. effect of the life we lead here, every one 


is deſirous to fly into the country for reſt, Ma- 
dame de Nangis is already gone to a ſeat of her 
huſband's,, that is about nine Jeagues from this 


FPl.ͤ sou talk of the baths of Vichi, 
they are nothing ; theſe are far before them, for 
a thouſand diforders. For my paxt, I am extreme- 
Ty well contented with my journey; I now know 
what was the matter with me, and that my ap- 
prehenſions were much greater than my real diſ- 
ordefs. If you Jove' me, and are, to be pleaſed 


<< 
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Jeuner 
with me, my dear, when you wrote to me laſt; 1 
know the ſource from whence it ſprung, and I am 
ſenſible how much you love me; but, really, the 
injuſtise of your accuſation gave me ſome uneaſi- 
neſs. You and Madame de la Fayette join in 
blating te for not having left Madame de Chaul- 
nes at Nevers. Tn anſwer to this, I have to tell 
you, in the firft place, that it was not her fault 1 
did not do ſo; but I aver, that I never took a 
better ſtep than what I have done: in the ſecond: 
place, I do not ſtand fo much in need of the wa- 
ters of Vichi as I formerly did; I have made all 
the uſe of them that was neceflary, by ſending for 
them, and mixing them with theſe of Bourbon. 
I have had the benefit of the moſt delightful baths 
imaginable; and, in a word, I have gone through 
the whole courſe of medicines proper for me with 
an eaſe and regularity. that I could never have 
done had not Madame de Chaulnes been with me. 
We ſhall ſet out from hence on Monday, after 
having made a ſtay of three, weeks and. one-day 
exactly, during which time we have drank the 
waters fifteen days, bathed nine times, thrice 
taken phyſic, and two days we have reſted. I 15 
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fy any thing to be better brought about than all 
this; ſhe ſhews a regard and care of me- almoſt 


equal. to your's; ſhe is, intitled to the moſt grate-. 


ful acknowledgments, and yet you look upon her 
as a perſon who has overturned the whole plan of 
my cure :. for heaven's. ſake, my dear, embrace 
an opinion more confiſtent with juſtice and that 


love you bear me; and when-we meet at Eſſonne, 


if you intend to meet us there, let me behold no- 
thing but ſmiles of joy to ſee us. return in ſuch good 

health, and kind acknowledgments to the good: 
Ducheſs for ker care and friendſhip... 


- 


” 
1 


: We intend to make two days from 


hence to Nevers, in order not to fatigue outſelves; 
Wedneſday we ſhall leave Nevers, and the fifth 


day, which will be Sunday the roth, we ſhall dine 


at Eſſonne, and ſup at Paris. I ſhould be very 
uneaſy to cauſe you any trouble or fatigue, other- 
wiſe it would be a great pleaſure to me, if you, 
thought proper, to meet us at Eſſonne to dinner. 


Amiot writes to you by this poſt, 
he is an excellent. phyſician; but, beſides him, 
there is a little apothecary in this place, who is the 
very quinteſſence of prudence, capacity, and ex- 
perience ;. both of-them.concurred, in aſſuring me 
| there. was no occaſion for the pump; they were 
apprehenſive it would diſorder the ſyſtem too much, 
and put the nerves in mindiof ſomething they were 
not at preſent inelinable to. In 2. word, they are 
juſtly held in; the higheſt efteem by every one 
here, as perſons. who have honeſty enough to con- 


demn what they think is not right, even though, 


they themſelves may by miſtake have at firſt pre- 
ſcribed it, 9 e 
* L. 6- You. 
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_....You ſay I write to all the world; I 


write to no one but you, child; for I do not ca'l it 
writing, two ſhort notes to Madame de la Fayette, 
and four lines in anſwer to Madame de Coulan- 
ges. But let us now ſpeak a word of the wxather, 
it is a kind of inchantment, it is as if you had 
made it yourfelf on purpoſe for me; it is as warm 
as in the midſt of the ſummer; this fine weather 
Will make you love poor Livri; I hope you are 
there, the very thought gives me pleaſure. If you 
will wait for me there, and only ſend me your 
coach, I will be with you in an inſtant from Pa- 
ris. If you will come to Paris, to met me there, 
it will be a different thing; or you may come 
only half way between Paris and Eſſonne: but, in 
hort, do juſt what you think will cauſe you the 
leaſt fatigue; however, if you ſhould abſolutely 
reſolve to puſh. as far as Eſſonne, do not however 
travel fourteen leagues in a day; but lie on Saturday 
night at Sayigni, and on Sunday, you may come 
at your eaſe and dine at Eſſon nee. 


Madame de Chaulnes deſires me to 
make you a thouſand compliments in her name, but 
they are to be taken for real expreſſions of friend- 
ſhip ;. and ſhe has nothing ſo much at heart as to 
ive you a good account of my 25 perſon. We 
U hear a thouſand ftories of rittany that have 
diverted us extremely; but the chief of all our 
pleafure is, that we ſhall ſet out on Monday, after 
having punctually obſerved all the ceremonial of 
Bourbon. 7 Fo Led ae" abs 


5 


1 5 
P » ” # 3 ef 4+ 


- 8 1 7 «2 in * 1 , 4 . F< 3 J % 
0 4 21 ö 5 : # 2 1 * | p 21 1 73 4 : - 
k : yy 
a ä 1 l . . * Ls "= T-.7 — ; ; 2 -f * T7 
a 23 L 3:5 4.4 - + % 8 < «2 © * ESPE 5 . 4 - : 


MAR cHTON ESE 'DE 1 229 


NN 0 0 
$ 


; LETTER DCXV.. 
In oo EE Lime: -b 
Mill, Lenny night, 1 8 baue, 168. 7. 


| | Hove feceived: your letter, my 
dear, and I nd it full of marks of your affectio- 
nate love and remembrance. I wrote to you from 
the Red - Houſe, / about ſix leagues from hence, 
by which you will find that there would have been 
| ſome difficulty in getting Madame de Chaulnes to 
have taken Fontainebleau “ in our way, becauſe 
there are ſo many people there of her acquaint- 
ance that it would have been impoſſible for her to 
have concealed herſelf, But you do not ſay any 
thing to me of Livri, cruel creature! will you 
ſhut me out from that retreat ſo neceſſary to me? 
I ſhall expect you on Monday, ſince you ſay it ſhall 
be fo; I would willingly make you much greater 
ſacrifices, otherwiſe, I ſhould ,, have been glad 
to have ſeen my two good friends (la Fayette and 
Lavardin) and to have ſet out directly afterwards 
for Livri; but this I ſhall.not now think of, but wait 
for you with the utmoſt eagerneſs to embrace you. 
If you was to be as expeditious as ourſelves, I 
ſhould, not wait for you long. I hope you will 
ſend la Brie back to me to-morrow. to Eſſonne. 
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ee th court te then was, and Madame de. Onken along 
with ita | 


1% 


Adieu, 


— 
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Adieu, my deareſt, I am rejoiced 
that you ate likely to ſettle all your affairs, and 
make your court by continuing at court. Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes embraces you, and exults not 
a little in the excellent ſtate of health with which: 
| ſhe will deliver your mama into your arms. Em- 
brace Madame de Vins for me, but do not ſuffer: 
her to ſteal your heart, tho” it would be pardon- 
3 if you did. TD 


N. B. The mother and daughter were not . 
garated again from each a 1100 ee ich * 
W 1688. | | 
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= is. 2 diſtraQing. Nin, 
ruſt; my dear, 28 you are going to deſcend that- 
filthy mountain of Rochepot ! How. numberleſs. 
are the vexations of thoſe who. love with any de- 
gtee of fervency ! we cannot loye heroicalſy, not- 
withſtanding the. example of heroiſm below x: 
there is no knowing you without attaching one's- 
ſelf to you with the greateſt tenderneſs, Our 
poor heto. js {till dreadfully afflicted with the 


x 1 WF = 2 * 
44 wn” * $23 Tx * N . „ iS 


* Meaning the Chevalier de 8 who had an apartmont- 
ia the hotel ds Caraavalet, Madame de ο.᷑, 9 at Par's, 


| gout, 
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gout, it is a perfect martyrdom. There are ſe- 

vet al perſons of wit and learning who. conftantly- 
viſit him, with a view to divert his painful mo- 
ments with the news of the day, and other _ 3; 


bus Ai he ſuffers greatly... TI. . 


12 Our young Marquis bord not hams 
been. at the opening of the trenches, for Mr. de 
Vauban would not wait the arrival of the Dau- 
phin, on account of the rains: we are ſtill per- 
fuaded, that in a 227 few —_ un mind: will be: 


ſet at eaſe. 1 | 1 ' 1 1 


The Prince of Chas "has TJeclared) 
himſelf Protector of the Religion of the Church of 
England, and has demanded to have the young: 
Prinee“ put in his hands, in order to bring him 
up in that faith. This is a great event, ſeveral! 
of the Engliſh lords have joined him. You know 
that la Trouſſe has taken Avignon f. Madame 
de Coulanges, who runs over with money, has 
lent Mademoiſelle de Meri à thouſand franks;. 
we expect that lady here every day. Mr. de la: 


Tum 805 mh very cn; repay them. 


1 am very ml pleaſed, my dear, 
that you approve of the good Abbe de Bigorre's 
coming to our houſe, his company has proved no- 
ſmall amuſement to me. We entertain ourſelves. 


James, Prince of Wales, ſon of James II. born the acth — 
— but better known afterwards s by the name of, the 
Some diſputes that had happened between the court of France 


x that of Rome, Hau (obliged Lewis Xi v. to ſeine upbn the 


county of Venaiffin, belonging to the pope. 


oh He was — $6 Wye EA 
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a Wiberto with! frequent converſations upon the 
ſtate. of our affairs; in ſhort, I find all the con- 
verſation that a; ſound underſtanding and a ge- 
nerous heart could afford me; for, the more one 
knows the Chevalier, the leg one muſt eſteem 
and love him. I have no room to aſk him if you 
love me, for I am perſuaded of it by a thouſand 
inſtances; but, without queſtioning him upon that 
ſubject, he gave me a thouſand enchanting teſti- 
monies of your affection. We eat together, and 

| keepin uery good table. The philoſophy of Cor- 


binelli is to come to- night; we have written over 
all our opus Ns, 


: 1 — *« < 1 * 2 4 ; - 
9 1 1 © 7 * * 8 922 & (1 


lues freedom reigns, tire eth ons ate ot . 
I 4 : 
| nick an 4 01 70 Er So Madan als Fonte- 
nilles, ſhe has lately loſt her mother, and ſeems 
ſwallowed up in grief; you will jodge the im- 
preſſion this made upon me. Her poor mother died 
in a ſhocking way, crying out in all the agonies 
of deſpair, and [terrified witl the thought of tak. 
ing the laſt ſacraments; ſhe did however receive 
them, but with a dreadſul and gloomy frlence. 
Her ſon and Alliot arrived Juſt two hours after ſhe 
e d en ae! 
1H 3b de boog ze 16 ige ; voy 181 
5 Ko 2570 130 f Fereweh asy red; we know not 
whit) todo \whtiout you 3 every-orie * 


5 Sie N * 1 repair 1 the ' bleſſings T have Toft'*. 


2.4..-:74. {72 Dis 12 en 
* 

WMe are ſurrounded with, your-pic- 
tures. The Frinceſe is certainly very beautiful; 
7% 812, 04 giga ase 20 4276095 
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but we ſtill ſigh for a certain perſon which is at 
preſent in the midſt of the ſloughs of the moun- 
tains of Rochepot. e ISTH 833 


grits Fu © be 4445-7 brig nts; e060; 
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| I Haye received your: two letters 


from Joigni and Auxerre ; the road to the former 
makes me ſhudder to behold it; for, my deareſt 
Counteſs, 1 fee you in my mind's eye whereloeyer 
you go, and the melancholy * oppteſſes you 
weighs me down by ſy mpathy. You. would cer- 
tainly have been much more. at your eaſs here, 
you would haye foonet received news from Mr. 
de St. Pouanges, who has promiſed the Chevalier 
to take a particular care of your ſon. Here you 
would have known by this time that a certain Jit- 
le fort, which might have occaſioned our friends 
ſome trouble, has been-taken before his Highneſs * 
arrived. Here too you would have learned, that, on 
account of this prince being to g0 into the trenches, 
Mr. de Vauban has doubled all thoſe precautions 
which he generally takes for the ſafety and ſecurity 
of the beſiegers. You would have known that it was 
not the regiment of Champagne, but that of Pi- 
The D r who. was to make the fiege of Philiphburg, 
having Martha Duras as general under him, and the famous en- 
tineer Mr, de Vauban to conduct the operations of the fiege, 


* cardy, 


. 
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cardy, which opened the trenches, at which how- 
Ever no. one was wounded; and, in fine, you 
would have ſeen that all the good women of theſe 
parts, who have huſbands, brothers, ſons, couſins, 
or what you pleaſe, all embarked in the ſame affair, 
do nevertheleſs eat, drink, laugh, fing, vifit, re- 
ceive viſits, chat, and re-chat, all in full expec- 
tation of again heholding the objects of their af- 
fection. It is a ſenſible affliction to me, that, in- 
ſtead of doing like others, you ſhould hide your- 
felf from all 4. world, and maintain a cruel tete- 
A-téëte with a dragon *, that preys on your very 
vitals, without a ſingle object to divert you, ſtart- 
15 at your own imagination, and thinking every 
ing that is poſſible. to Happen for the worſt; ſure» 
nothing Tan be 1 kene diſtreſpful as 
ſuch a fifuation. * My deare' child, let me entreat 
you, if it is poftible, to have pity-on yourſelf, and 
believe me you. ate in greater danger than our 
ſon; and 8 y follow the advice 6f Mr, de Ghie- 
Nan, Mr. 4 arcaſſonne, and the Chevalier, who 
Dave all written to you upon this ſubject. I would 
not mention the letter your fon wrote to you, there 
were. ſome paſſages in it ſo affecting that 
Fur! theſe are © not objes t to. be dwelt nk 


5 Give yourſelf no unefinety Wee 
Whit 1 katy written to Mr. de la Garde, every 
thing will go as you could with ; and it will only 
ſerve to encteaſe the efteem he already has for you, 
when he ſhall perceive what a facrifice you are 
willing to. make, . in order to live upon * terms 


A term Madame de Steige and her daughter nne de 
uſe ot to expreſs c or vapours. Sce the former volumes 
W 3 5 8 


Luk 
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with your relations: ſo diſcharge this from the 
number of your uneaſineſſes. Madame de Meri 
occupies your apartment; it is not however very 
agreeable to find the door always ſhut againſt one 
with an head- ach, or an out-of-order/ Ah! how 
did our lovely counteſs fill every place l how did 
ſhe enliven all around her! Corbinelli's philoſo- 
phy is ſtill in that room you know of; but we ſee 
it leſs than in the public ſquare. All the world is 
taken up with news; the good Abbe Bigorre is in 
the heighth of his triumph; be will be here in three 
or four days. I have already acquainted you that 
the Chevalier and I eat together, and that an un- 
bounded freedom reigns betwixt us; but the uſe 
we make of it is, to be almoſt always together. 
Our way of thinking is ſo very much Ae; our in- 

tereſts and our feelings ate in ſuch exact uniſon, 
hat it would be doing ourfelves a violence to keep 


Madame de Coulanges has loſt her 

other, it is ſaid that the Cordeliers killed him; 
but I inſiſt upon it that it was death. Veſterday 
Ifaw my widows, who have ſuch a love and eſteem 
for you that you may fafely reckon them in the 
number of your real friends. Madame de la 
Fayette is always the'ſame. Her ſon writes her 
word, that he was along time with your's, but 
that they were obliged to part at Metz; and that 


* 


4 


is all, 


How affectionately, how-warmly is: 
your preſence regretted and defired in that ſame 
chamber! the coffee takes its walks thither regu- 
larly every motning; and it has been always ſo 
much my fate to be the laft ſerved, that I cannot 

Ap | | even. 
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even © bury the preference over the Chevalier; but 
you, my deareſt girl, appear there. no more: that 
is the deatþ-ſtroke to us all. Adieu, my ever lo- 
vely, hore is ma bappineſs for me baut you a 


. >t'7 


® 5 222 eee 
Err R pcxvIn. 8 
2 the Same. GPS | 


boi. niuuſus. Ig Oat, mY 


. V- E lize in daily ee 
1758 from 50, we follo you ſtep by ſtep; you 
ſhould have wrote to us from Chalons; to-morrow 
you-will be at Lyons; I tell. it you, for fear you 
| ſhould not know it. It is a real eaſe to me to write 
to you, for Brittany correſpondence is ſo fatiguing - 
that I: am glad, to turn from ft towards my dear 
old: 15 There i is great reaſon to believe that Phi- 
enge of not keep us much: longer in our pre- 
{earl flows: of doubt and uncertainty. You, will ſee 
by. the letter the Cheyalier, has ſent you, that our 
little Marquis arrived there in pexſect health, and 
without being the teaft fatigued ; you, wil er 
care will, be taken of him, and you will 
his (Arg 1727 ſurrounded the place 7 re- 
ceiving any fire from the garriſon : in a word, that 
the tienches are ſo well diſpoſed, that, in all bu- 
man n STEEN . will erred, to our 
wilhes, ; Sas | ; 3 1 7775 i ig 10 
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ras is is a ſtrange October! L never 1 
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ſuch an one. Our dear Marquis never before 
run any riſk in this month, but that of miſſing a 
partridge or a hare, and that always by accident; 
but this, this month! I have not only my own 
uneaſineſſes, but feel your's alſo in the moſt live- 
ly manner. I know that mercileſs imagination 
of your's; but how you will ſupport ſuch long- 
_ ſufferings heaven only knows. f 


We are in hopes that the Prince of 

Orange bas taken his meaſures wrong, and that 
the King of England will give bim a warm recep- 
tion, and beat him handſomely. He has had a 
conference with his nobles, Fob left thoſe at 
liberty who are not. inclined to ſerve him, he has 
ſtrengthened the attachment of , thoſe who are 
faithful to him; he has publiſhed a general liberty 
of conſcience, and has given the command of his 
troops to the count de Roye, who, being a zeal- 
ous proteſtant, is very agreeable to the Engliſh— 
In ſhort, my. dear, what ſhall I ſay to you? You 
| heed me not, I am well aſſured; your thoughts 
are wholly engroſſed by your ſon, nor can I blame 
you for it: accordingly we live daily in hopes of 
giving you the moſt perfect contentment by ac- 
quainting with the reduction of Philipſpurg, 
and that the Marquis is ſafe and ſound. In the 
mean time, let me beſeech you, my deareſt child, 
to take care of yourſelf, if ſuch a thing is poſſible; 
do not waſte your body in unavailing pinings, 
your eyes with continual weeping ! Have courage, 


pluck up your ſpirits; I beg this of you a thou» 
ſand and a thouſand times... 
„ 8 


; | LETTER 
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fY l — f _ 2 = | 4 85 — F d | | , * AI _ i 
To the Same. 5 * " 
Paris, Sunday, 15 Of. 1688. 


3 Ir nom eight days that we 
haye been in expectation of hearing from you, my 
dear child; you cannot think how tedious the 
time appears. I am juſt returned from a viſit to 
Madame de la Fayette. The r1th of this month 
ſhe received a letter from her ſon, who acquaints 
her that our child is very well : the chevalier has 
told you all that he knows, he is in deſpair at not 
being able to go to Fontainbleau: you would 
ſooner receive news from bim, but we muſt 
ſubmit to what God pleaſes. Madame de Lavar- 
din has been under great concern about Jarze, who, 
as he was paſſing through the trenches, had his 
hand carried off at the wriſt, by a cannon-ball, 
which abliged him to have his arm immediately cut 
off above the elbow ; this is a melancholy circum- 
ſtance for a young man like him! Nevertheleſs 
nothing can exceed the, precaution that Mr. de 
Vauban has taken for the ſecurity of his people; 
the Dauphin goes the firſt into the trenches, and 
the duke and the prince de Conti are not wantin 
on their parts; but it is forbidden under pain of 
impriſonment that any of the volunteers preſume 
to follow them, or quit the reſpective regiments 
8 90 
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to which they belong *. All will go well, child, 
ſo in the name of God be careful of yourſelf, and 
take a doſe or two of that patience that we all 
live upon here; continual uncaſineſs 1 is as re | 
abe ann "SY | 


| The Glieralerand 1 reads a walk to 
Niacennes yeſterday ; yau will readily conceive 
the ſubject of our thoughts and diſcourſe. I write 
this to you from his apartment; he is juſt now 

ing to ſend away his packet, :fo myodeareſt 
Do nteſs I muſt bid you fareel. I cannot very 
well accuftom: myſelf to be without you, and my 
love for you is ſuch as I believe oP _ if. "_ 
1 can equal. 


LETTER DCXX.. 


To the Same. | 
Paris, aus, 18 08. 1688. 


| WIr received your letters from 
(Chalons; 4 dear, the very next day aſter the 
complaints we made of having been eight days 
without hearing from you. It was a long time, and 
the heart ſuffers by uncertainty; accordingly e 
feel for you on account of not having any news 
en  Dhiliplbrg, eee 4 reger canti- 


0 16 1 8 1211 

= The Marquis PE Grignan » was now . his fiſt em- 

paign in the quality of volunteer in the regiment of Champagne, 
of which his _ the Count de Grignan, had been colonel. 4 

| nue 
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nued lafe and well, and behaves like an angel; be 


hears the cannon thundering round him, and the 
balls flying about him, without the leaſt emotion; 
he has mounted in the trenches, and ſends his un- 


ficer; he is the darling of every one, he has fre- 
quently the honour” of dining at the Dauphin's 
table, who talks to him familiarly, and admits 
him to do many little offices about his perſon. Mr. 
Beauvillier careſſes him like his own child, and St. 
Pouanges but you will find a full account of all 
theſe matters in the letters whicli the Chevalier ſends 


vou. I only mention theſe circumſtances in order 


to give ſome degree of merit to my own. ſcrawl. 
But now to return to our journey. We 


_....__ Such a curſed road! Indeed in- 
deed! my good Count, you ought to bluſh for 
what you have done. I knew very well that ſame 
mountain of Rochepot was a tertible precipice, 


the road over it covered with large and looſe 


flints; but at length this curſed road, as I called it 
before, is paſſed, and we will come back another 
way, if God ſo pleafes, as I earneſtly hope he 
will. We fancy that you, wy take water at 
the Rhone as this day, after having called at 


Theſẽe We have moſt ſhocking weather here 


the poor Chevalier is ſtill very much troubled 
with the weakneſs in his legs, though he is free 


from pain; this gives him no little concern, and 
he ſtands in need of all his reſolution to bear with 
a condition ſo very contrary to what he calls . his 


duty; he cannot get to F ontainbleau, where a 


8 TCA 8 8: a7 
* * AG antient feat belonging to the furl of — 
Rechebonne. C29 3312 
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cle an account of the ſiege as if he was an old of- 
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houſand affairs call him. I admire how your 

_ ealth is proof againſt the continual uneaſineſs 
ou ſuffer, It is a miracle] endeavour t6 conti- 
ue it, and do not exhauſt yourſelf by not ſleep- 
ng in the night, nor eating in the day; but who 
can command their imagination? It grieves me to 
hear that you fall away; I hate the airs of Grig- 
nan in that caſe, for I love every thing in you; 
even your looks, which, however, are not the leaſt 
Ae of my affection. Vou have a mind that 
cannot be too much admired; however, have 
ſome compaſſion of your picture, and do not let 
it turn out that of another perſon; refreſh your- 
ſelf zt la Garde; for my part, I muſt give you 
my Wan which are, that if the ſituation of 
Grignan, a place- I have heard ſpoken of, ſhould 
be ſuch as not. to agree with you, and that the 
moving of the rocks there ſhould occaſion as un- 
healthy an air as ſtirring the ground at Mainte- 
non “* has done, this would be the part I would 
take, without giving myſelf the leaſt concern, 
withqut ſcolding any one, or without complaining. 
J would very cooly deſire Mr. de la Garde to let 
me ſtay at his houſe with Paulina your own wo- 


man and two footmen, till the other place was 


decent and habitable. This is, I ſay, what I 


would do without ſcruple, and without making 


any noiſe about it, which would ſave you a num- 
ber of troubleſome viſits, as people would readily, 


ſuppoſe that a houſe that was repairing, as your's 
is, was no place to receive company. 


You deſire I would inform you of 
tþe ſtate of my health, and of the kind of life I 


| © ee note to Letter DLXXXII. ain. 
Vol. VIII. M .:: Jead ; 
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lead; in anſwer to which, I have to tell you, 
5 Heſt, that I have found my blood a little heated, 
| Have had ſome bad nights, and have ſhed plenty 
of tears, things which are not over and above 
good ſotr the health, and accordingly T am under 
no ſmall uneaſineſs about your's; however, by the 
help of a proper regimen; I am pretty well reco- 
vered. As to my way of life you know it already, 
It is paſſed chiefly in the lower apartment *, where 
IJ am, as it were, fixed by deſtiny; however, I 
ſtrive neither to be troubleſome nor diſagreeable, 
and; if Tam *not"miftaken, my preſence is rather 
pleaſing. | We are continually talking of you and 
© your's. I ſhall go preſently to pay a viſit to Mad. 
de la Fayette and Mad. de Lavardin, where I 
fhall fill hear of you. The other day I was at 
Madame de Mouci's, yeſterday at the Marchioneſs 
 &Huxe!les. There is not a creature in Paris all 
day long; in the evening, indeed, they juſt come 
home time enough to go to bed; and, the next 
morning, as foon as up; away to- Fontainbleau; 
thus dur lives whifk away as faſt as the time. 
i Madame de Meri is very well pleaſed with us, 
It and we with her. We have the Abbe Bigorre, 
who is indeed the moſt agreeable, and leaſt trou- 
% ' bleſome of all our gueſts. ' Corbinelli is in Nor- 
mandy with the lieutenant'of the police, and will 
not return til] next month. Did I tell you that 
the Chevalier and I went the other day to Vin- 
cennes; we had a long cht, and I walked a 
great deal, but all this was in the melancholy way, 
I need not tell you why. 2 | | 
„ Where he | Cheviter de Grignan lived duting his Nay in tha 
= 2 de Carnavalet, which was Madame de Scvigne's houſe at 
axle, CALANREASDT 195393 107 8368 257* 
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The ſame day. 


l 3 My letter was ſealed, 3 lo ! I 
e your's from on board the boat 1 below. 
Mapon ; all the expreſiions of attention therein en- 


cChant me as uſual ;-if I was not ſenſible of the 


exceſs of my love for you, I ſhould burſt at my ſtu- 
pidity, and be almoſt perſuaded that you know 
more than myſelf on that head. You may aſſure 
yourſelf that I ſhall not quit Paris either 60 5 
the fate of Philipſburg remains undetermined, 

while the Chevalier continues here, for theſe 122 
two things which naturally engroſs my whole at- 
tention. In the mean time be under no ap- 


2 that I will ſuffer myſelf to be ſtarved. 


ſtill continue to eat, my dear, though it is 
the bread of affliction, The ideas of my dear 
child prevails and enlivens-the ſcene. Never ſure 
could any Perſon profit more by living under the 
ſame roof with vou than I have done; how de- 
lightfully did our motnimgs Paſs ! We uſed to be 
two hours together before. other people were a- 
wake. I cannot reproach myſelf with having 


loſt either time or opportunity of being with you. 


I, was too greedy of that pleaſure, and I never 
left you without an eargeſt deſire to return £4, Jou 
nor ever teturned without feeling s ſehſcble la- 
ſute at ſee in again, and paſſiog the evening, . 
Gd. forgive me this weakneſs, ſs 
muck eatneſtaeſs, way .due to he alone. Tour 


ethics are equally Juſt and . 


71411 * -Di1UuD INT 


ſome unedfinek about her'huſband however, the. 
as. at length received a letter from him, he is 
i” M 2 . 
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ſafe at preſent, for he is at the ſiege of Philipſ. 
burg, he was obliged to paſs through ſome very 
dangerous woods, and his friends were a conſider- 
able time without hearing from him. If the air 
and inoife of Grignan prove troubleſome to you, 
go to la Garde; this is til] my advice. A thou- 
ſand kind remembrances wait upon all your Grig- 
nans, and I am certain Mr. de la Garde will be 
one of the number. Paulina, my dear, how do 
you do? She's a happy creature to ſee you and 
love you as ſhe does! No one better underſtands. 
than myſelf the kind of attachment one has 
for inſenſible, and tonſequently ungrateful things; 
witneſs my folly on account of Livri! You have 
taken this diſeaſe from me. f enn 
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| Paris, Weduneſday, 20 Ofober, 1688. 
II/ E habe received your packet 
„„ + Dit, VO ate un Tatze, e which you 
eive us a moſt ag eenble deſeription. One would 
not have expected to find ſo much politeneſs and 
good order on the tp ef a mountain; the lady of 
the caftle* appears truly noble, lovely, and worthy 
of being beloved. Vou did very well to anſwer 
for Corbinelli that he cannot ſhake off his chains. 
I am afraid with all this en outſide, this 
2 % % dead, est en Vid dige: 


® Thereſs Adhewer de Mantei!; Counteſt of Rockibonne, and 
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poor woman is not truly happy; I pity her, and 
hate the cauſe of her troubles. But let me now 
turn the diſcourſe to you, my dear. Ca: 


You have, heaven be praifed ! paft- 
ed that ſame Rhone, ſo proud, fo reſtleſs, and fo 
turbulent! I fancy if an alliance was to be made 

between it and the Durance, when the latter is in 
its airs, there would be cu ious work! We are 
impatient to have your letters from Ia Garde. 

Does your youth and your health ſtil! hold out a- 

gainſt your dragons, your reſtleſs nights and an- 
xious days? It is the thought of thoſe that alarms 

me, for I know nothing fo fatal, and all this hap- 
pens to you for having moved fo far from the cen- 
tre of news, and giving too great a Tooſe to your 
imagination: were you with us you would, like us, 
know what paſſes almoſt every day, and be, like 
us, ſatisfied that his little generalſhip is perfectly 
ſkilled in his new profeſſion; he writes with a 
great deal of life and vivacity; he has twice 
mounted guard in the trenches, he has helped to 
carry the faſcines, and he is in perfect health. The 
Chevalier is delighted with him, and has told him 
in a letter, that “ he no longei looks upon him as 
a young lad and his nephew, but ſhall hereafter 
ſtile him his comrade.” This will overpay the 
young hero for all he has done. The worſt is 
now palled, for it is ſuppoſed that the regiment of 

Champagne will not mount again in the trenches. 

W hat joy will you feel, my dear Counteſs, when 

I ſhall write you word, Philipſburg is taken, and 

your ſon is ſafe ; then, if it pleaſes God, you will 
once more breathe at freedom, and me alſo, for 
it is Not to be believed that any one can enjoy life 
in your preſent fituation. Our little Marquis di- 
NI. 3 rects 


246 LETTERS cr, THE 
rects all his letters under cover to me, and excuſes 
himſelf in the prettieſt manner imaginable, by, 
„ Madam, I hope you will pardon the freedom.“ 
In a word, all goes as well as you can wiſh 
however, we wait to hear from you with all that 
anxiety which true regard inſpires. I embrace 
Mr. de Grignan and. the prelates who are with 
you, and Mr, de la Garde, who is in that place, 
and Paulina who is in the other; but, good God ! 
what am [| talking of ! you are all together at your 
ſeat. Well! and how do you find yourſelves? 
how goes on the trowel,? Methinks we hear 
Manſard “ hither, calling for the coadjutor. 


* 


e have the Prince of Orange on 
our coaſts, his fleet all diſmaſted, and his freſh 
water all ſpoiled ; a ſquadron that he ſent to tam- 
per with the commander of the Engliſh fleet would 
have been ſeverely handled if they had dared to 
come, within gun-ſhot, but the wind being right 
in their faces, and had eee ſix or ſeven of 
them as they were returning back, the King + has 
conciliated the minds of all his ſubjects, by giving 
a little indulgence in point of religion, God has 
hitherto ſhewn himſelf his protector. Adieu, my 
deareſt, I know not what to ſay to you on the 
ſcore of my affection; I want words, or find them 
too weak, to expreſs the full force of my. ſentl- 

. „ „ en 


ments. 
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- ® Matter builder to the Kin. 
I James II. of England 


E — 
96 


9 7 » } 


* 
53 > * 1 ; 
" $ ” * 4 , + 4 * 
* 7 : . 
? " 
a be 8 —Y & £ 
4 10 . ey ; 
5 N - 
4 ©. : K 
4 *: 144 ; 1 1 4 of 
4 4 - » £& » . 9 x 1 
* < - 2 EY bs 2 
. 4 4 1 8 


Manxchloxkss DE SEHVIenf: Ay 


GG fu r f. cr b | 
LETTER Dcxxll. 
1 vos , - 70 the Satte. 1 
uin Friday, as Ofler, 1688: 


; I begin by your dear ſon; no- 
thing is ſo eaſy. to divine as your fenti- 
ments, and do you think we have not the ſame ? 
But we enjoy a happineſs that it was not your 
fault you did not enjoy alſo, namely, that of hav- 
ing freſh news every day, whereas. you are forced 
i in expectation of it a whole week. 
e know that the Dauphin is in the trenches 
every day, and that the other day he was quite co- 
vered over with duſt raiſed by a man's that 
fell a few paces from him, You will be able to judge 
zs well as ourſelves, if theſe trenches have been 
made proper for the reception of a King's ſon; the 
regiment of Champagne, however, will not be 
put to hard duty. By this packet you will receive 
2 letter from Mr, du Pleſlis, that will ſhew you 
how many. excellent governors! your ſon has abaut 
him. We ſhall; figd him at his return quite ano- 
ther perſon. I build my hopes upon the Chevalier's 
opinion, Who thinks the place cannot hold out 
much longer, and that as Vauban is ſure of being 
maſter of it, he will, not hurry matters, but take 
even more cate of the men than he is aecuſtomed 
to do, and yet you know very well how tender he 
is of hazarding their lives without preſſing occaſion. 
The Dauphin is adored” by tlie Whole army, he is 
| M 4. * 
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liberality itſelf; he provides for the wants of all 
the wounded, he has ſent three hundred Louis 
d'ors to the Marquis de Neſſe *, he furniſhes thoſe 
with baggage who has Joſt their own, he diſtri- 


'  butes gifts amongſt the common men, he writes 


to the King in praiſe of all the officers, and re- 
commends them to his Majeſty's good graces ; in 
a word, he gives a great deal, becauſe, to uſe his 
own words, he finds many objeQs : the King reads 
his letters in public, the Chevalier triumphs not a 
little on this occaſion, and Cries, “ Well ! is not 
this juſt as it ſhould be? It is no more than what 
I expeted.” In ſhort, my dear, our little man 
is not a little lucky to have made his firſt campaign 
under ſuch a prince; and, my dear, I am certain, 
that, notwithſtanding all 'the uneaſineſs you may 
labour under, you would not, for a great deal, 
have your ſon at home with you. The circum- 
ſtance of finding himſelf in the midft of all the 
officers who ſerved in his uncle's regiment,” ought 
to be a great ſatis faction to you but 1 could 
talk on this ſubjet till to-morrow. ' (00 us now 


Bare" TR ſubject. 3117 1 e 


1. 


Indeed you make me bluſh by the 
excels of aettion ou Ee fs for me, not that I 
can charge myſelf. for being E behind hand with you 
in this reſpect, but that'I Sink no one has a title 
to your regard but your ſon, ſo long as the ſiege of 
Philipſburg” laſts. Leave all thoughts- of me, 
therefore, and ceaſe to overwhelm me with your 

love, for how ſhall I make a''returs, otherwiſe 
ogg 4 faying "ro you! TIN ou I ag I 4. ny 
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unto you.“ Pray write to your brother, for in- 
deed he deſerves it; write to him, therefore, after 
Philipſburg is taken I mean, and in ſuch a man- 
ner as to ſhew that you are ſatisfied with him, as 
F e 
The Chevalier and I are ſtill faſt 
friends, but do not let this awaken any jealouſy 
in you: we love each other in you, through you, 
and for you. I know not what you mean by your 
humours, you have none but what gives us infi- 
nite pleaſure, and we cannot ſufficiently expatiate 
on the noble and juſt way of thinking with which 
heaven has bleſſed you; this furniſhes us with an 
inexhauſtible fund of converſation. He is ſtill anxi- 
ous to go to Fontainbleau, but his legs will not 
ſerve him; as for my part, l enjoy a perfect ſtate 
of health; heaven preſerve your's to you, my dear, 
for, ſay, what you will, I ſhall never think you per- 
fectly well while the preſent cauſe of anxiety ſub- 
Cure ii er ¹uꝛ 
I LY £m et ? # 4 | ; 4 „* 

I fancy you found the poor Cardi- 
nal de Bouillon very dejected, notwithſtanding all 
the beauties of his retreat; it muſt have been a 
great pleaſure to him to-ſee you again. I return 
him a thouſand thanks for his kind remembrance, 
and to morrow I ſhall make all my widows happy 

en [ils N ABEL s 3 » 

with your's. We are gojng to bid farewel 40 Mad. 
de Mouci, ſhe is preparing for, ber uſual, journey, 
7 fhe deficed me the other day to embrace you in her 
name. Madame de Lavardin will be rejolced at 


the complaiſance of Madame de Rochebonne, ſhe 


* 


had this, affair greatly at heart, and indeed it was 
"but reaſonable to let her have the care of her little 
'neghews, of whom ſhe is ſo fond, © © 
PEP 5 Je 
| . Mr; 


af + LETTERS OT THE + .: 
Mr. de la Garde has written to me 
like a man who bas an»infinite deal of eſteem for 
„and who is perfectly of our way of thinking. 
You cannot make too much advantage of his ta- 
jents and friendſhip. We live upon very good 
terms with Mademoiſelle de Meti, as well as with 
the Abbẽ Bigorre, whoſe company we have not fo 
oſten as we could with. Corbinelli is' ſtill in Nor- 
ur with the Lieutenant of the police. 


7 81 Yeſterday a flag killed the horſe of 

one > of the king's grooms, whoſe name I do not 
remember, and wounded the man himſelf dange- 
rouſly ; the grandſon of St. Herom, as he was id» 
ing neck or nothing with the Count de Toulouſe, 
was 'threwn from his horſe, and mies three 
hours. He is now ue "ef i 
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aas been Las; imp abs wth we are 
under to hear ee o, Which makes us even 1755 
to meet the poſts bo on che tod, and the j oh that 
we feel when we he 5 that, notwithſtanding your 
difquietude, | you nil continue in good health, 
Jeems i in ſome meaſure to entitle us to the king care 
take to faris ſy us on all occaſions ; z and. you m 
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how greatly we hold ourſelves obliged to you for 
your punctuality. I always ſpeak in the plural, 
#2, for the Chevalier's ſentiments and mine are ſo 
much alike; that I Know not how to ſeparate them. 


But now'a word of Philipſburg. g. 
* Ie $61356 3 750% air 


412 1 © You will receive a letter from your 
ſon, of the 18th inſtant, who was then perfectly 
well, and you will find by what Mr. du Pleſſis ſays 
of him, that he is not likely to bring any diſgrace - 
upon his family. But here admire with me the diſ- 
poſition of Providence, the rain prevented his regi- 
ment from being preſent at the moſt glorious, and 
at the ſame time the hotteſt action, that has been 
ſince the eommencement of the ſiege; it was the 
attacking a hornwork which our trcops carried 
the 19th, the day after he wrote his letter, and in 
which ſervice the Marquis d' Harcourt, marechal 
de camp, the Count de Guiche, and the youngeſt 
ſon of the Prince of Tingri, the Count d'Etrees, 
and ſeveral more whom we know, diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves greatly. Courtin's ſon is mortally - 
wounded; the Marquis d'Huxelles has received a 
flight hurt, and poor Bordage paid for all two days 
before. The King has given his regiment to the 
Duke de Maine, and has promiſed Bordage's ſon - 
another, with a penſion of a thouſand crowns: - 
The two princes, | and all the young volunteers, 
are at their wit's end, at not having been preſent at 
this fine entertainment, but it happened not to be 
their day. They were obliged, in a manner, to 
tie the Dauphin neck and heels, to prevent him go- 
ing into the trenches. Vauban took him round-: 
the waiſt, and forced him out of them, together 
wich Monſieur Beauvillier. In a word, this prince 
. W 
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is 3 of the ſoldiers *; he beta repiments 
for ſome, and preſents for others ; ; he throws his 
money by: handfuls amongſt the wounded and the 
needy . I is thought the place cannot hold out 
long aſter that lodgment we have made. The 
governor being confined to his bed by a fit of ſick- 
neſs, and the officer who commanded in his flead 
being taken priſoner, it is hoped and believed, that 
no other perſon will take upon himſelf to play ſuck 
a loſing game. The Chevalier makes me laugh by 
ſaying ! in a breath, that he is rejoiced that the Mar- 
quis was not preſent at the action, and is in deſpair 
that he had not an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing 
bimſelf; in ſhort, he wiſhes that he was juſt as 
ſafe as himſelf, and yet, at the ſame time, that his 
reputation as a. ſoldier was as well eſtabliſhed as 
his; but we muſt have a, little. patience; however, 
let us hope, my dear, that every thing will ſucceed 
according. to our wiſhes, and OA _— Your 
dear * e aeg e 2 


| 1 end you. y was s extremely well, re- 
ceived at ” Garde, and at length, by mere dint i 
of moving on, are got to Grignan. You will let 
us know how you find yourſelf there, and he w that 
or ſubſtance, which thinks, and thinks ſo ſtrong- 
© Iy, has been able to ſupport its fair and delicate 
orm in ſuch excellent order, amidſt ſo violent an 
_ agitation. Lou have made one diſtinction more. 
Wan. Fours father Deſcartes ever did. | 


WI : 7% now, ny 1 muſt acquaint | 1 
[you * death. has enn more by here than even . 
„ Who, altes thi: een) mw e him the name of Louis 22 x 
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MARCHION ESS DE:SEVIGNE. 25 
at the ſiege of Philipſburg. Poor La Chaiſe “, who 
was ſo fond of you, who had fo. much learning, 
and WhO diſplayed it ſo well in his life of St. Louis, 
is lately dead in the country of a fever. Mr. Du 
Bois is ſenſibly affected by this loſs. Madame de 
Longueval, the canon +, or canoneſs, which you 
pleaſe, is alſo dead of a quinſey; ſhe entertained an 
irreconcilable hatred to our Montataire f. It gives 
me concern that any one ſhould carry ſuch ſenti- 
ments with them into another world. You ſee how 

death goes about, picking up thoſe whom God 
chuſes to remove from hence. 33. 3 


17 5 Sond Is 


ere 369% :Madanie' ge Lundin wad me 

thouſand compliments for you yeſterday, as did 

Madame d'Huxelles,: and Madame de Mouci, as 
did Mademoiſelle Rochefoucautd, whom we have 
received into the number of our widowhood. I 
likewiſe include Madame de la Fayette; but as ſhe 
was not at Madame de Mouci's yeſterday, I men- 
tion her ſeparately. Nothing can equal the eſteem 


4 


* theſe _ bodies expreſs for) vou. 


Fo0arewwel, my deareſt child, we are 
divided between our attention to philoſophy and to 
you, for theſe are the two _ objects: 1d our 
wore ay at e £3 094g 


John Filleau de ta Chaiſe, author of 2 Life of St, Tk; which | 
was greatly eſteemed. He was brother to Mr. de St, Martin, author 
of a Tranſlation of Don Quixote. | 
I Madame de Longueval, Canoneſs of Remiremont, was e 

in the world under the title of the Canon Lor Ma! e Canoneſs] the 
was fitter to the Mareſhal d'Etrees. 

t Mary de Rabutin, Marchioneſs de Montataire, who had for 
a long time cartied, on an obſtinate law-ſuit en n 1 
e | 
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well deſerves that I ſhould come back bere on 
purpoſe ta receive it as I did., At length, then, 
vou ate got ſafe to Grignan,, and are ing perſec 


alth ; and ſuch is my fate, that tho' you are re- 


moyed at the diſtance of half the globe from me, I 


muſt, rejoice; at it. Perhaps it may pleaſe heaven J 


that ere long I ſhall again embrace you; let me live 


In that pleaſing. thought, You draw me a very 


pleaſing picture of Paulina. I know her agein, ſhe 
is not at all changed, as Mx, de Grignan would have 
made us believe ſhe was. She is a ſweet creature, 


| and well deſerving of being loved. She adores you, 
and the abſolute ſubmiſſion to your will, even in the 


midſt of her joy, at ſeeing you again, by which ſhe 


is ready to quit you again if you think proper, at 
once engages my pity and concern ; nor can I for- 


© bear admiring the, power ſhe has over herſelf, , Was 
I in your place, I ſhould: be loth to part with ſuck 


an agreeable companion, who will at once furniſh. 
ou with amuſement and occupation, I would 
make her work at her needle, read books of taſte, 
would argue with her, and ſound the depth bf her 
-eapacity. I would confult with her in a friendly and 
intimate manner, for, believe me, you will never 
1 1 | have 


* — 


add ho. 


Q  * 


and we can deſire no more. Saba 


ſurrounded. N 
17 \, g 
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| have reaſon to be tired of that child's company; on 


the contrary, ſnhe may be of great uſe to you. In 
ſhort, I ſnould make the moſt of her, and would not 
puniſh myſelf by depriving myſelf of that comfort, 
1 RAT 30081 3 7 KIY 19573 1964 ©3 ©5004 


II am very glad that the Chevalier 
ſpeaks well of me; my: ſelf-Jove is concerned in 


keeping his good praces; if he is fond of my com- 


pany, I, in return, can never have too much of his, 
and I think it 1s a mark of a good taſte to be defirous 
of cultivating his eſteem. F know not how you can 
ſay that your humour is a cloud which hides and ob. 

ſcures the affections you have for me. If ſuch a thing 
has been in former times, you have for many years 
laſt paſt totally removed that veil, and you no A 


er conceal from me any part of the moſt perfect and 


tender affection that one perſon can have for ano- 
ther; heaven, my dear, will reward you for it in 
your on children, who will love you, not in the 
ſame manner, as perhaps they may not be capable 
of it, but lat leaſt to the utmoſt of their abilities, 


4 534 293 
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You repreſent Mr. de Carcaſſonne's 
building as a thing that repreſents a body without a 
Joul, wanting life, and alt the nerves of war. I 
fancy the coadjutor will not be leſs wanting. My 
It would be well, however, if there was fome end 
to all this, and that they would reliede yu from the 
noiſe and confuſion with which you are at preſent - 


1 en tis ens 1007 J e ee e, 
They ſay that poor Jarzẽé is dead of 
his wounds. The ſiege of hilipſhurg will ſoan 
be at an end, and you will then. zejoice-that your 
op gps ye 15 | ſon 
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fon was there; it is like the Candy 3 | The 
March ioneſs d Huxelles ſeems perfectly indiffe- 
rent about the flight wound which her fon has re- 
cęived; ; but theſe two are-Neither friends nor rela- 
tions to each other; you and J are not happy, or un- 
happy enough to be the ſame. The Marchioneſs is 
very thoughtful of Mr. de la Garde, the good effects 
of which you will experience. She has a collection 


of letters that were wrote to the Venetian ambaſſa- 


dor, which are Wala wiourable in their kind. 

1 e err We * bad moſt terrible weather 
for tome time paſt, but every one is rejoiced, as it 
ſomewhat fruſtrates the deſigns of the Prince of 
Orange; I do not think the Chevalier will go to 
Fontainbleau at Jaſt. I intend to make a journey 


to Brevannes in order to ſtretch my legs a little, but 


this will not be till after Philipſburg is taken, 
which holds out longer than was expected, and 

ives me ſome little uneaſineſs. The Chevalier and 
* have taken another trip to Vincennes; it is a de- 
fightful retreat, for there 1 is not a living creature to 
de n there. 


3 Diſpoſe 1 my Friendſhip, my com- 
plinients, my love, my embraces, amongſt thoſe 
you'ſhall think proper, for I know not whom you 


$ have with you ; but be ſure-forget not my Paulina, 
Prepare her to loye me, and I beg you will, upon | 


Teading this, give her. a kiſs from me. I am wil. 

ling that ſhe ſhould be indebted to me. for once for 
that pleaſure. I cannot tell how, my dear, to put 

N. with not ang _ ene ſtairs as uſual. ; 


. We have obſerved i in a note to a forazer he that the Mar. 
e d' Huxelles had rutered * a regular, . Intercourſe of news 
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NORCO ede 
his LETTER Dcxxv. 


To the Same. 


"Paris, 22 29 baue, 1688. 


„ e * 4 E are impatientiy waiting for 
letters from you this evening, and in truth moſt of 
our time is taken up in writing to each other; Sun- 
day alone is a day of reſpite. All our converſation 
turns upon you, and you can never receive truer 
pr raiſe than what is given you by all thoſe who have 

ad an opportunity of obſerving the many impor 
tant things you have done for your family, but we 
are particularly charmed with the affair of the law - 
ſuit; , I. would ſay more, but the fear of hurting 
ou maqꝗdeſty ſtops my pen, and I ſhall only ſay as 
' V oiture;does to the prince: If you knew with what 


little concern or fear of offending you we give into 


praiſing you here, you would be obliged to conſeſs 


that we fin with our eyes open, and conſequent- 1 
ly that not hes of your many amiable qualities is 


[loſt upon us. W A - ARR NOT þ you will in» . 


fuſe ſome portion of them to your daughter; you 
cannot do any thing more advantageous for her; 
acquaint her, then, with what is proper for her to 
do, in like manner as I did by your ſon; there is 


no doubt to be made that ſhe will quickly profit by „„ 
2 advice ; by the anſwers ſhe: makes, ſhe ap- . 


ars to have no common ſhare of wit and vivaciey, 


pleaſing 


ag added 40 the earneſt deſire ſhe ſhe s of 
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pleaſing you, will make her a pretty maſs of wax, 
that will take any impreſſion you. ſhall. pleaſe to 
ſtamp upon it. This cannot. fail of affording you 
great amuſement, and is an occupation truly wor- 


thy of you both in the eyes of God and man. 


It is our opinion; that if Mr. de 
Grignan is to make any ſtay at Avignon, it would 
not be amiſs ſor you to accompany him thither, 
in order to avoid the trouble and expence of double 
viſits; but, my dear, we are all ſenſible how ran- 
dom all kind of advice at ſuch i diſtance muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be, and are aſſured that you wilt take ſuch: 
meaſures as are moſt proper. The Chevalier is ſtill 
Dad in his right hand, and therefore I offered myſelf 
he his ſocretar pn. 2054? 

C 2 FF 19. 


I have ſent you letters from your 
{on of the twenty - ſeeond of this month; you ?will 
Kad great comfort in the care there is taken to pre- 
ue ys a life ſo precious to you you will alſo ſee how: 
theſe two. volunteers: ſuffered: far their vapouring; 
ir and ſoſtly goes far, Write a line or two to 


r. Courtin; he has loſt his fon, who was killed: 
one of our own parties in the night-time, miſ- 


4 
4 
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taki g him for an enemy. due ieee £98 14.07 


„e dien, my ever · lovely. I was yeſ- 


mis ſame Philipſburg was but off our hands, we 


8 — Madame de la Fayette's, where the 'Priti-- 
dees came in juſt as we were talking of a compli- 
ment by one of the courtiers to the King, who ſaid, 
$5, Your majeſty kills wolves like his highneſs, and 
: his highneſs takes towns like your majeſty,” If 


vuld tell you a thouſand merry ſtories. I embrace 
all che Ggnand. I think Paulina is greatly ad- 
naleny - 1 vanced 
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vanced to read the Metamorphoſes; ſhe is now fairly 
rid of the Young Woman's Guide ; take my ad- 
vice then, my dear, and boldly put into her hands 
the Moral EHF. 
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*LETTER i 
To the Same. Fe 
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Poris, 1 November ¶ Al. gains Day) 1688. 


4688 Ir is ſo long ſince I paſſed this- 
holiday here, that I am at a loſs te account for 
my being here. We ſhall this evening have- 
muſic upon the bells, which will highly de- 
light Corbinelli, and which I ſhall bear with, bes 
cauſe I have not my uſual gaiety about me. We 
are ſo concerned in the reduction of Philipſburg, 
that I would not abſent myſelf from the centre af 
news; and T am not a little mortified, my dear 


child, when I reflect how much you are left to the 
mercy of your imagination, which is the maſt. 
tormenting company you can poſſibly have, Mo., 
fieur de Vauban has wrote to defice his Majeſty tg 
think of ſome perſon to make governor of this im- 


- 


portant conqueſt. We are in hopes that the 7 = 


will be ours this day *, as well for the pleaſure 
the ſurprize, as to do honour to the nativity of the 


Dauphin +. Encloſed are letters from your ſon, 


who has juſt quitted the trenches, , 


2 


* Philipſburg capituſated 2th Oftoher, and the garriſon evacys-** 


ated it the 1ſt of November. 4 | 
; { Born the 1ſt of November 3668, 7Þ 8:75:57 FE N 
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R I am greatly concerned for the 
Chevalier; the nafily gout teazes him ſometimes 

in one hand, ſometimes in another, accompanied 
with frequent pains, and ſleepleſs nights. I do all 
in my power to make him eaſy, but my cares fall 
very ſhort of 'thoſe he has been accuſtomed to re- 
ceive from your hands. We eat together in that 
_ fame little room, it ſeems a cell deſtined for my 
reſidence.” Coffee is quite in diſgrace ; the Che- 
valier thinks it heats his blood, and. puts it in a fer- 
ment, and I, who, you know, always follow the 
lead, have likewiſe rejected it; rice-gruel ſupplies 


its place, and I keep coffee for the winter, 


Dou do not ſay a word to me of 
your own health ; I am terribly afraid of the 
night-airs of Grignan ! Methinks they have al- 
ready ſhewed you a ſcurvy trick; this was not 
the manner in which you ought to have been re- 
ceived by them; in ſhort I tremble for your health; 
as for mine, it is wholly reſtored, I fleep much 
better than I did, I have no longer ſo bad a tongue, 
and am in all reſpeAs like other people. There 
nd are certain times and ſeaſons, days and nights, 
iat cannot eaſily be got over; but aſter all, tho” 
doe cannot abſolutely be comforted, nor recover 
hat one has loſt, yet we come round again by 
== the help of a good conſtitution; this is exactly the 
> {Safe with me at preſent, and I find n;yſelf perfet- 
l young again. I have a glimmering proſpect of 
Coming to ſee you, and that is my ſupport. 
441 o ; = IP 


1 


1 I fancy the proroguing af the aſſem- 
iy of your ſtates has quite diſconcerted your mea- 


>> Tures; if fo, you will be as I wiſhed; out of the 
Air of Grignan. You know I propoſed your going 
„„ | to 
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to La Garde, to avoid that building diſtemper © 
which lays every body up at Maintenon . I fan- 
Cy that the coadjutor's: building will go on pretty 
well, but that at Carcaſſanne will plague you all 
the ſummer. This is a cruel circumſtance!  - : 
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The Abbe Bigorre is, truly ſpeak- 
ing, the beſt friend, and the moſt agreeable tenant, 
that can be wiſhed ; the Chevalier is highly ſatis- 
fied with him. Mademoiſelle de Meri meets with 
ſome company here, but her apartment cauſes us 
many an heart-aching f. What do you do with 
Paulina? How comes it you do not take her with 
you ? I have given a deſctiption of her to Madame 
de la Fayette, who thinks it impoſſible for you not 
to be fond of: her. She adviſes you to watelk her 


turn of diſpoſition, and to manage it agreeable to 


your own good judgment. She greatly approves. of 


of your holding frequent Familjar converſations - | 
with her, to Jet her read to you, walk with you, 

| hear you converſe, ang, in a word, to furniſh her 

with evety opportunity of exerciſing her genius 
and memory. "1 | . 


7 Madame de Lavardin is extremely. 
happy that poor Jal zẽ is out of danger; his mother 
and wife are here, and think it ſome comfort un, 
der their misfortune, that he will now ar leaſt ie 
with them quietly at home, or with his friends in 
Provence, or at Paris. I fancy we ſhall undertake* 
no ſiege after that of Philipſburg ; indeed, I 
of your opinion, it is doing quite enough beſof 


* 
"5 , * Fs, + 
F 7 


See note to page 120 of this volume. N 


+ Mademoiſelle de Meri occupied the apartment which was the F 5 
Counteſs of Grignan s. | ; $7 Ie. . 
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302 T ERS OF; 8 . 
E. feventeen years of age *, Sanzei is in arnis as well 
as the reſt. Adieu, ty deareſt. Believe not that 
we can ever ceaſe * re you, or accuſtom our- 


ſelves to the want; e * enlivening preſence in 
"theſe manſions, / fy HI SHER 30T 
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